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+ US missile strike 


ый іп Fallujah also kills 
'* 5 children, 2 women 


25 of 236 solons willing 
to abolish pork barrel 
By Cynthia D. Balana 
‘TWENTY-FIVE congressmen from various po- 
litical parties have declared their support for 
the total abolition of the 2005 pork barrel allo- 
cation of all the 236 members of the House of 
Representatives as a means of addressing the 
fiscal crisis. 
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AFP raises red alert 
in NCR; security 
measures in place 


eptember 


= Business/ Bl 


GMA takes 
credit for surge 
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No honeymoon 
period for Gloria, 
survey shows 
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Cesar Montano 
to star in another 
Hollywood movie 


Philippines rooting for Bush i 
but 30 countries go for Kerry 


WASHINGTON—Filipinos are rooting for'US 
President George W. Bush in the November 
election, but a majority of people in 30 of 35 
countries covered by a survey want Demo- 
cratic Party standard-bearer John Kerry in the. 
White House, according to results released 
Wednesday showing Bush rebuffed by nearly 
all of America's traditional allies. 
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Jakarta car bomb kill 


Cops blame Jemaah Islamiyah for blast that wounds 161 


AN Indonesian man escortsa wounded 


foreigner following the massive blast. «> 


JAKARTA—At least eight people were killed and more than 160 injured when a car bomb 


exploded outside the Australian Embassy in Jakarta yesterday, 


just weeks before Aus- 


tralia, a key US ally in Iraq, votes in general elections. 


The force of the blast, which Australian 
Foreign Minister Alexander Downer de- 
scribed as a terrorist attack on his country, 
punched windows out of nearby tower blocks 
and badly mangled the security perimeter 
around the embassy. 

Jakarta military commander Maj. Gen. 
‘Agustadi said he believed the attack was a sui- 
cide operation. “From data on the ground it 
looks like it was a suicide bombing and it was 
carried out with a car," he said. 

The blast occurred two days before the 
third anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 at- 
tacks on the United States which were blamed 
on the al-Qaida terror network. 

Police blamed the Jakarta blast on the Je- 
maah Islamiyah, the same group of al-Qai- 
da-linked militants implicated in the 2002 
Bali nightclub bombings and an attack last 
year on the nearby Marriott hotel. (See box 
on Page A4.) 


The explosion four meters from the em- 
bassy's gates occurred at 10:15 a.m. (0315 
СМТ) and shook buildings across a large part 
ofthe central commercial district of the city of 
12 million people. A thick plume of white 
smoke rose above the embassy. 

Officials at hospitals in Jakarta confirmed 
eight people were killed and at least 161 in- 
jured. A list issued by a hospital showed up to 
five foreigners among the injured. 

Dazed survivors desperately tried to locate 
colleagues and missing family members in the 
minutes after the blast. Survivors and 
passers-by witnessed grisly scenes as security 
officers covered the mangled bodies of vic- 
tims with newspapers. 

A severed human leg lay on the intersec- 
tion between the two lanes of the street, its 
trousers torn off by the force of the explosion. 
Elsewhere, officers carefully picked up other 
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Gov't borrows $1B to bail out Napocor 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINE government 
yesterday raised $1 billion (P56 
billion) from an offering of 
sovereign bonds to complete the 
$1.5-billion financing require- 
ment for the year of the debt-sad- 
dled National Power Corp. 

The issue was lead-managed 
by Credit Suisse First Boston, 
Deutsche Bank and JP Morgan 


HINDI PALA SULTAN 
NG BRUNEI KUNGDI 


GMA takes Lear jet 
but it was not Bolkiah’s 
By Juliet L. Javellana 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo did 
take a Lear jet yesterday to the royal 
‘wedding in Brunei but, contrary to a 
Malacafiang official's earlier announce- 

| ment, itwasn'tone sent over by Sultan 

| Hassanal Bolkiah. 

! GMALAIS 


Chase, according to the Depart- 
mentof Finance. 

Over the past nine months, the 
government has raised for Napoc- 
or $750 million in three separate 
bond offerings ($100 million last 
December, $400 million in April 
and $250 million in June). 

The extra $250 million that the 
national government raised from 
the four bond offerings will be 
used for its own financing re- 


means committee. 


own. 


quirements, said Sen. Ralph Rec- 
to, chair of the Senate ways and 


The government is borrowing 
money for Napocor, which is sad- 
ей with some P1.3 trillion in 
debts, because creditors would 
charge the state-owned corpora- 
tion more if it raised funds on its 


cor, the govern- 
men's single biggest liability, are 


expected to reach P115 billion by 
the end of the year. The govern- 
ment intends to assume P500 bil- 
lion of the power firm's debts be- 
fore privatizing it. 

The Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission has approved a power 
rate hike for Napocor to partly 
stem its losses caused by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's decision to 
cut by 85 centavos рег kilo- 
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BRUNEI'S Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah and his stunning young bride, Sarah, recite ancient 


Muslim wedding prayers in the opulent throne chamber of the Istana Nurul iman. 
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, THE ASSASSINS OF ABRA 
Are private armies : 
untouchable? 


By Artha Kira Paredes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


(Last ofthre parts) 


BANGUED, Abra—It has en- 
snared not only local police- 
men but churchmen ai id 

judges as well. Ordinary citi- 

zens, especially potential wit- SPECIAL REPOR 
nesses, seem helpless against 

it. told the INQUIRER. 

Such is the extent of the vir- Even some people in power 
tual web of fear cast by private іп Abra are cowed, fearing ге- 
armies in Abra that no one  taliation, the governor said. 
dares testify against them, Gov. ^ "People would not believe 
Vicente Valera said. stories that even some incu 

He said local officials main- bent officials would be terror- 
taining these private armed ized by these groups," he said. 
groups (PAGs) had set up a . "For your information, ! am 
“very wide network” reaching the subject of several hit men. 
beyond the province. already, | have been getting 4 

"They have become so em- this information from as far as 
boldened because they are being Isabela and Ilocos Norte.” 
protected by some high ranking “If no one will talk, who 
police officers. This is also the will?” Valera said. 
reason these groups have “If judges, prosecutors and the 
thrived in Abra because police clergy are afraid to talk about 
officials and personnel are, іп а these groups, how much morean 
way, threatened by local officials ordinary person who has wit 
(who maintain PAGS), Valera AREABRA/A2! 


Rains soak royal coupl 
in ‘wedding of the year’ 


BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 
Brunei—A tropical downpour 
soaked the new royal couple, 
frustrating the efforts of footmen 
walking alongside their car- 
riage—an open, gold-colored 
Rolls-Royce stretch limou- 
sine—with umbrellas. 

Still, yesterday's 8-km parade 
across the capital continued as a 
marching band played. The car- 
riage was followed by 103 
limousines and vehicles carrying 
family members. 

Soldiers brandishing subma- 
chine guns lined the streets, 
which had been closed to traffic. 
Thousands of people, many of 
whom had been waiing since Hassanal Bolkiah—the absolute 
daybreak, scurried for cover after RAINS/AI9 

P ‘ 
. * 


catching a glimpse of the motor- 
cade. 

“I'm excited to come out and 
see this, because he will be my 
new king," said retiree Abdul Ma- 
lik Ali. “He scems smart and so- 
phisticated, even though l've nev- 
er heard of him, or seen him be- 
fore." 

Earlier, the future monarch of 
this oil-rich sultanate married a 
17-year-old half-Swiss common- 
егіп what has been tagged as 
Asia's wedding of the year, at- 
tended by royalty and dignitaries 
from around the world. 

Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee 
Billah Bolkiah, 30, son of Sultan 
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| = Taiwan seeks | 
RP support for 
new UN bid 


By T] Burgonio ognizing Beijings dictum that Tai- UN Security Council 

wan was a renegade province of Taiwan's supporters аге seek- 
TAIWAN yesterday sought China and that the government in ing UN recognition for the self- 
support from the Philip- Beiingwasthesolelegitimate gov- governing island for the 12th 
pines in its renewed bid to e™mentof China. year іп а row, a move which 
Join the United Nations, 51.8 pledge sparked an immediate and strong 


t Т 5 protest from China. 
stressing that its continued The Presidentended her three- Wu acknowledged Taiwan's 


exclusion from the world day state visit with a reported bid may fail again because of Chi- 
body was a “senseless poli- pledge of nearly $1 billion in іл- na's opposition. 
cyof political apartheid.” vestments and soft loans from  Hesaid the Philippine government 
E i Chinese officials. could help out by expressing support 
Pe Satori "Wo, who said Teco was step. for Taiwan's bid during the UN Gen- 
дей the Philippines to adopta PIR Up efforts to seek Philippine eral Committee and the General As- 
Де ташап pay" alongside is SUPPONE for its renewed drive 10 sembly meetings in ate September 
cue Chin pokey with China as he Join the UN this month, said Tai- for “humanitarian reasons” 
presented the rase for Taiwan's WAN respects the Philippines’ опе. — "We expect that your friend- 
та to the world body in a China policy but urged the coun- ship, your ambassador in UN can 
етте а try to build on its relations with vote for Taiwan's case. If not vote 
Осе T dont kw how Talpelindependent from China. for [it], then to show your support 
Philippine lain relations, Taiwan and the Philippines en- or sympathy. We will appreciate 
Cad proceed smoothly, praci. JOY extensive economic ties de- that. We understand you have 
Siig” Pu Wo, the ehit of the SPite Beijing's one-China policy your own difficulties,” he said. 
Тире Болота Cultural OF Preventing any diplomade гоз. "f the Philippine side can ex 
GUARDING AUSSIEEMBASSY етен tions with Taipei. It is among the press that you understand why Tai- 
А private security guard armed only with a shotgun keeps watch around the perimeter of the RCBC Plaza On her state visit to Beijing last lepus щн von шелі о joa Doe TE a 
in Makati where the Australian Embassy is located. Security around the embassy was tightened in the week, President Macapagal-Arroyo ч tf d 


r s аң ‘Wusaid itwould bein thebestin- will appreciate it,” he added. 
маке of yesterday's deadly car bomb attack on the Australian Embassy іп Jakarta, killing seven people. sse ант з трай terest ofthe Philippines to develop a i 
4 concurrent or parallel engagement 40 leaders 


policy with China and Taiwan. Taiwan is confident that at 
; “Тһе Philippines needs all least40 countries will support its 
: friends to help you develop your bid for UN membership despite 
Acer recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional. economy.. China can help you. opposition from China, a Tai- 
Good, welcome. We give you all wanese diplomat said. 
our blessings because we ако мапі Мі said that while only 15 
то see your countrys economicde- countries signed a petition last 
velopment to proceed smoothly month urging the world body to 
мовпе with other countries'help,"hesaid. include Taiwan on the agenda of 
TECHNOLOGY Б, og its upcoming session, “40 or 50 
‘Don’t forget Taiwan will support or voice their idea or 
“Вигрїеазе don't forget Taiwan. express their sympathy” 
We can also help you,” he said. “Taiwan has diplomatic ties with 
Wu said Taiwan's appeal has 27 countries, 15 of which signed 
been conveyed to Teco’s counter- the petition. Wu refused to name 
part in Taipei, the Manila Eco- other countries which he said had 
nomic and Cultural Office, but assured Taipei of their support. 2- 
declined to discuss the response. Тһе UN General Assembly's 
But officials at the Department General Committee said it will 
of Foreign Affairs have hinted that consider the request from Tai- 
Taiwan's appeal would likely be wan's supporters on Sept. 15. 
rebuffed, citing the country’s ad- “Ме understand it is mot 
herence to the one-China policy. | enough, thats the reason why in. 
The Philippines this year was the Philippines we urge your gov- 
elected as one of the 10 rotating emment to support Taiwan's bid 
non-permanent members of the forthe UN,” Wu said. 


Drilon defends new 
GMA appointments 


By Christine O. Avendano Defensor’ (environment), Joseph 
and Carla P. Gomez, Durano (tourism), Raul Gonzalez 
PDI Visayas Bureau Gustice), Albero Romulo (for. 
eign), Rene Villa (agrarian reform) 
TAKING the cudgels for Mala- and Arthur Yap (agriculture). 
cafiang, Senate President Franklin Вис for newly appointed Jus- 
Drilon yesterday defended the ap- tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, the 
pointments of nine Cabinet secre- petition filed by nine opposition 
: taries by President Масарара-Аг- senators before the Supreme 
Seles " Toyo which opposition senators Court to stop the "acting secre- 
DAE Acer Aspire 1681WLMi. 7. ыз селегго MT want the Supreme Court to nullify taries" from performing their du- 
272 Pentium® M Processor 715 (1.5GHz, 2MB L2 Cache, 400MHz FSB) * Intel® BSSGME chipset * for being “unconstitutional.” — ties is "politically motivated." 
Intel® PRONireless 2200 (802.116) (up to 54 Mbps wireless connectivity) supporting Acer “There is nothing in the Consti- “Ісі probably being done to em- 
SignalUp Technology * Microsoft® Windows® XP Home * АПФ MOBILITY™ RADEON" шы D theisuance pee ше President lenis po- 
- " an nt to Cabi- |” Gonzalez said. 
5700 (64MB) « S12MB DDR RAM | 6068 HDD + 154 WXGA TFT LCD » Integrated DVD net secretaries to enable them to “Ме cannot prevent anybody 
Dual Drive (4) + 3-in-1 Media Card Reader (MMC, SD, MS) + Integrated Bluetooth™ » discharge their functions immedi- from filing a case. Let us hope 
56Kbps fax / modem / 10/100Mbps Ethernet • Li-lon Battery (up to 5 hrs. battery life) + Acer ately, Drilon said on Wednesday һас it will eventually be settled 


carrying case Э» P 108,000. / Early this week, opposition sen- by the court,” said Gonzalez, 
with the new Folio design * new Dothan processor! ALB ators asked the Supreme Court to whose appointment was among 
Se stop nine “acting secretaries" from those being questioned. 

"| The New Acer Folio Design features smooth curves and a subtle elegance that foster a better bond performing their duties since their He pointed out that it has been 
between human and machine. This new and fresh approach in innovative notebook design are crafted to appointments have not yet been а practice that the President ap- 
empower the user to enhance his work, feel secure and live a fuller life, It is Ace's commitment to confirmed by the Commission on points secretaries on an acting ca- 
continually deliver its trademark quality products, Appointments. pacity pending approval by the 

Until they get the nod of the СА, Commission on Appointments. 
Al Stretch your productivity 5 ^ Acer SignalUp. the Cabinet appointees are merely | "There have been so many 


deemed nominated and cannot precedents in the past. There is 
The Aspire 1681 employs the latest TK | Technology Advantag A take their oath, much less perform nothing wrong with such ap- 


SOU a ALEVE rornesearo vonr o 


Жер out in style with the new Folio design Aspire 1680 series 
laptop powered by the latest АТІӨ MOBILITY" RADEON™ 9700 
(6AMB), loaded with rich entertainment features for maximum 


performance, equipped with SignalUp Technology for an 
improved and hassle-free wireless connectivity 


Bend 


————— 


mobile graphics engine from ATL, using "Stronger signal strength * Е : Эн 
l В 5 s heir duties of their office, орров- pointments," he said. 

Pal ooo Signal Up | « Higher wireless performance tion senators led by Senate Minori- Іп their petition with the SC, 

ЕЗ5 | 64 MB of external DDR video RAM. иэ | « Longer accessible wireless range 


Ере р ty Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr.said the opposition senators claimed 


intheir petition to the high court. ће Constitution clearly states 
Simply the best ...оміу FROM ACER! Drilon said he welcomed the that the appointments of heads of 
move taken by the opposition as departments while Congress is in 


“this was the opportunity for the session can only be made after 


1 Year international Limited Warranty courtto be ableto ruleon theissue.” the consent of the Commission on 
KERHOTUME а But he said that constitutional- Appointments is obtained. 
815-3388 ist Fr. Joaquin Bernas shares the Тһе senators who filed the peti- 


mem same view... "(Dhat indeed the tion were members of the Senate 
President could issue such acting minority bloc. These include Sena- 
appointments,” Drilon said. tors Aquilino Pimentel, Sergio Os- 
ThenineCabinetmemberswere шейа ІІ, Edgardo Angara, Juan 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- Ponce Enrile, Luisa Ejercito-Estra- 
ta, Florencio Abad (education), da, Jinggoy Estrada, Panfilo Lacson, 
Avelino Cruz (defense), Michael Alfredo Lim and Jamby Madrigal. 
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RP-China Spratlys 
2 Your Challenge: 
deal angers Vi etnam How to best complement the change of season with a change 


of look in your home. 


HANOl—Vietnam hit and reputedly sits on іс has also become а among 
Out Thursday at vast oil reserves, but regional flash point claimants. 
plans by China and 


the Philippines то usto Tue Our Solution: 


map potential oil de- 
posits around the w Ad our of furnishing T i 

pesi зден Ы А : = омтр g options at prices that will keep the 
reaffirmed DE = sunshine in your home. 

sovereignty over the Aluminum Hydroxide 

disputed South Chi- 

ma Sea archipelago. Magnesia Flagrant 

Foreign ministry Simethicane 
spokesperson Le С 
‘Dung accused Beijing 
and Manila of deviat- 
ing from a November 
2002 agreement 
signed by China and 
the Association of 
‘Southeast Asian Na- 
tions (Asean) to 
avoid any actions 
Which may heighten 
tensions there. 

"We are very con- 
cerned at the infor- 
mation from the sign- 
ing in Beijing on 
Sept. 1, 2004 be- : ^ = 
tween China and the 3 
Philippines without | іші E 3 . . . 
any consultation КЕ ua j F h $ I t 
ч оеш CERT m urnisning solutions 
involved," he told re- [2 ` " ы 
a 4 8 ЖҰ by Ethan All 

mm. еб a, Kill y Ethan Allen 
asked China and the ES E A » Ж 
Philippines to pro- = PX ү Enjoy a 2096 discount* on all items off the floor 
vide information on ы d ue е 
this agreement. e from September 10 to October 10, 2004 

China and the J қ 
Philippines last week 
Vire a tees Exclusively Distributed by Focus Giobal Inc., Pioneer cor. Rellance Sts., Mandaluyong City ETHAN 
cepe cin. (25 Tel: 348587 Fax: 6248738 > Open on Tuesday - Saturday 10AM -TPM Sunday 1PM - GPM ALLEN 
eevee | “ull discounts applicable on cash purchases ony. 
to gather data on 
petroleum resources 
around the Spratlys. 

The archipelago, 
which has abundant jf 
fishing grounds, lies 
mear key sea lanes 
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| Jakarta car bomb kills 8, injures 161 . 


Frompago Al tack, Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo said in a hastily called H " . 
unidentified human remains. press briefing in Manila, Malaysian professor is prime suspect 
Indonesian President Megawati ee Ambasadat DIM: 
Sukarnoputri, who was in neigh- sia Shulan Primavera was coordi- А А EM x к 3 
boring Brunei where she attended nating with Indonesian author. | JAKARTAAn elusive Malaysian "Our prime target is to arest "Dr Azahari has the specific 


Чар х Е 3 bomb expert involved with al- him (Azahar) national police capability Why do we continue 
a royal wedding with other heads ties to determine the nationalities ајда linked Islamic militants is chief Gen. Da'i Bachtiar told re- tolook at thi group? Because it 
ofstare including Philippine Presi- ofthosekilled orinjured, and had Qaida tied апіс millions porem. Не said the car bomb (Thursdays Combing) has a 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, cut short instructed the embassy staff to yesterdays bomb attack on the was similar to earlier devices very close resemblance to the 
her stay and was returning to monitor the incident. " Australian Embassy. said to be the Malaysian's work. Вай and Marriott bombings,” 
Jakarta, officials said. zou {Atotal of 2,649 Fili Azahari Husin, a former pro- Azahari and compatriot No- Bachtiar said. 
Іп Manila, military and police inIndonesia ogg. fessor and explosives expert be- ordin Mohammad Top are sus- Bachtiar also said Azahari 
troops were ordered to go on full Many eai ber О. lieved to have been involved in pected of making the bombs and Noordin, who escaped a po- 
alert. (See Metro, Page A22.) сез ат um esu » d earlier Jemaah Islamiyah bomb used in the October 2002 bomb- lice dragnet last year in the city 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye Ph Lee qe which nd attacks in Bali and on Jakarta’s ings in Bali in which 202 people of Bandung on Java island, were 
told reporters that Ms Arroyo vicinity of uses dier Матіос hotel, could have been died, and in the August 2003 at- constantly on the move but were 
‘condemned” the latest terrorist cared in a business district п behind the embassy blast, In- tack on the Marriott in which 12 “definitely still in Indonesia.” suspectsin the JW Marriott 
attack against the Philippines’ Kuningan, Central Jakarta. The | gonesian police said ied AFP hotelbombinginjakarta, ме 
‘Asean neighbor, ‘embassy is 10 minutes by car from 3 е ^ 
“This actofviolenceagainstin- thescene. |, " 
nocent civilians has no justifica- Romulo likewise denounced the damage wrought on the Aus- Вих Budi Harianto, 30, was the defeat ofa conservativeadmin- lenge from her former Security Min- 
tion,” he said. a the attack, and said in a prepared ` tralian Embassy. slightly wounded in the leg as he istration that had also allied itself ister Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono in 
Bunye also urged Filipinos to statement: “This is а despicable «This incident will only futher queued at the embassy to geta withthe United States overlraq. Indonesia's Sept. 20 election, and 
take extra precautions on thean- act against humanity and free- етеп the Philippines’ commit- visa. “It was like an earthquake, Andrew Tan, an analyst at Sin- tackling terrorists has been among 
niversary of the 9/11 terrorist at- dom. I condemn the perpetrators ment and determination to fight all like thunder,” he said. gapores Institute of Defense and the key issues in her campaign. 
tacks in the United States. of this terrorist act. forms of terrorism,” he added. Wimesses said a police tuck and Strategic Studies, said: “I don't Speaking at the attack site, In- 
“With thedevelopmentinJakar- “Тһе Philippine government " 5 а taxi in front of the embassy had think [the attack] is just over donesian Foreign Minister Hassan 
ta, we have to take precautionary and people are one with the In- Deliberate strike been blown apart, and the highsteel [Australia’s involvement in] Iraq. Wirayuda echoed international 
measures to make sure no similar donesian government and people ^ por Australia and the United fence surrounding the building was “There is a perception that condemnation ofthe incident, 
incident takes place hereon thean- in mourning the victims of thiste- States last weekraised newwarn- damaged. A guards post in front of three countries—the United “This shows that terrorism is 
niversary of 9/11,"he said. cent bombing and in their effort ings urging their citizens toavoid the embassy was also destroyed. States, Britain and Aus- our enemy. This should make our 
Pi " to combat terrorism. ир. Westem hotels іп Jakarta. The "I cant find my family" said tralia—constitute the Anglo-Sax- people aware that we have а 
inoys safe Romulo also, said the Philip- warnings reminded citizens to Suharti, who had eight relatives оп core of Western Christian problem of this nature," he told 
No Filipino was reported pines was saddened by the in- defer nonessential travel to the working at the embassy. states that are waging war reporters. Reports from Inquirer 
wounded or killed in the bombat- juries and the deaths, as well a5. southeast Asian archipelago. “I am terrified. 1 don't know | against Islam.” wires; Gil Cabacungan Jr. and 
Australian Foreign Minister where they are,” she said, clutch- Megawati herself faces a chal- TJ Burgonio in Manila 
Downer, whowastofly toJakarta ing thearm ofa reporter. 
later yesterday, said the “very 
E UN large" bomb attack was a deliber- Corrections 
Du к аке зтікаоп e А eder Australia vores in geneal elec. | IN THE Sept. 7 issue, the “Breaktime” column of Conrado R. Ba- 
whether the bombing was a suicide servative governments staunch | 2al on Page B2 of the Business section came up with the wrong 
bombing like previous attackson ће support for the US-led invasion of | figure when he subtracted P350 million from the Arroyo adminis- 
JakaraMamictthoteland inal. Iraq, to which it contributed | Wation’s budget deficit target of P200 billion this year. The correct 
He said he would speak with troops, andthe US-led war onter- | differenceis P199.65 billion—not P196.5 billion. 
the heads of the Australian Feder- ror are key issues. a 3 
al Police and spy agency ASIO Speaking after the bomb at- | INTHE Sept. 8 issue, the headline ofa front-page story misstated 
when he travels to Jakarta. tack, Australian Prime Minister when former US President Bill Clinton advised Democratic chal- 
The attack prompted the im- John Howard said his country | lenger Sen. John Kerry on how to beat US President George W. 
mediate evacuation of the Aus- would not bow to terrorism. Bush. Clinton gave the advice before—not after—his open-heart 
tralian Embassy and caused a “This is not a nation that is go- | Surgery. 
sharp drop of nearly 4 percent in ing to be intimidated by acts of — a te 
the Jakarta stock market terrorism, Wearea strong, robust | yo Gena Lironi aor Pippi Day a PDI Bung, Оло ЖЕ 
Мо one inside the heavily forti- democracy" Howard told re- | ces Avenue comer Mascardo Street, Makati Clty; fax Nos. 897-4793/94; e- 
fied ‘embassy was burt in the portent in Melbourne. mail addressrlrio@inquirercom ph and daydeskinquiercom ph. 
blast, said Lyndall Sachs, a Іп March, an attack on trains in Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent toRaul Pal- 
я in | aprica readers advocate, dhe same address and fax numbers as hose of the 
spokesperson for the Australian Madrid just before the Spanish | шушо, and esmailadárescrpalatrica @inquirercom.ph. 
foreign ministry in Canberra. / election was credited with causing d 
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ЕСЕНТА : 
SC warns 


lawyers, judges 
on land claims 
vs UP campus 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE SUPREME Court has warned lawyers 
and judges to stop entertaining "spuri- 
ous” claims against the University of the 
Philippines’ title to its Quezon City cam- 
pus. 

The warning came in the latest high court 
ruling dismissing yet another claim against 
the UP ownership of a portion of its sprawl- 
ing campus in Diliman. 

“It is well past time for courts and 
lawyers to cease wasting their time and re- 
sources on these worthless causes and 
take judicial notice of the fact that UP's ti- 
tle had already been validated countless of 
times by this court,” the high tribunal 
said. ` : 
"Any ruling deviating from such doctrine is ladies Accessories 
tobe viewed asa deliberate intent to sabotage 
the rule of law and will no longer be counte- 
nanced," it added. vovv; —— 
Fake claims | 

The decision, dated Sept. 8 and released ^ 2 2 A аә ў, 5 cr 3 hope, 
yesterday, affirmed a Court of Appealsruling | of T i = 1 
dismissing the claim of Domingo Canero | = ў E] 
over almost 5,000 sq. meters of land in the Ti Мы 
UP Diliman campus іп Barangay Culiat, Tan- 
dang Sora. 

The SC said the fake claims only “open the 
dissolute avenues of graft to unscrupulous 
land-grabbers who prey like vultures upon 
the campus of UP" 

“By such actions, they wittingly or un- 
wittingly aid the hucksters who want to 
earn а quick buck by misleading the 
gullible to buy the Philippine counterpart 
of the proverbial London Bridge, it 
added. 

The state university owns and maintains 
several buildings in the area being 
claimed, including the Philcoa 
ket, the Asian Institute of To 
Philippine Social Sciences Building, the 
National Hydraulic Center, the UP Sewage 
Treatment Plant, the Petron gas station, 
the UP Arboretum, the Campus Landscap- 
ing Office, the Philippine Atomic Energy 
Commission building, and the Innotech 
building. 

The tribunal said the appellate court was 
correct in ruling that the Quezon City region- 
al trial court should have dismissed Canero's 
complaint. 


Absolute absurdity 

* "It an absolute absurdity to reconstitute 
existing certificates of ile that are on file and 
available in the deeds of registry” the high 
court said. 

Tf said that the lower court never ac- 
quired jurisdiction over the reconstitu- 
tion proceedings since it had failed to no- 
tify the UP and adjoining property own- 
ers. 

"The high court also noted that Canero 
registered his title 18 years after the UP 
had registered its own title over the 
land. 

"Where there are two certificates of title 
purporting to cover the same land, the person 
Claiming under the certificate earlier regis- 
tered is the rightful owner of the lot in dis- 
pute,” the tribunal said. 

Ir said Canero also never presented his so- 
‘called “designated caretakers,” while UP was 
able to prove its possession over the land 
through the buildings and structures it had stationery fomenorle 
set up on the lot. 

Last year, the SC affirmed the “validity and 
indefeasibility" of UP's title over its Diliman 
campus in two decisions in November 2003. ТЕ 
In the two cases, the court upheld UP's claim 
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By Christine О. Avendafio 


SENATORS yesterday ganged up оп the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas for its alleged 
failure to act early to prevent the collapse of 
First Savings Bank which it shut down the 
other day after the bank failed to meet mas- 
sive deposit withdrawals. 

Opposition Senators Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 
and Serge Osmefia III scored the BSP for be- 
ing lax in its supervision of the cash-strapped 
bank which services mostly public market 
vendors and other small depositors. 

“I think they are sleeping on the job," Os- 
теба told reporters, as he assailed the BSP 
for allowing the bank to continue operations 
despite reports that 90 percent of its loans 
were non-performing while its capital has 
been deficient by P2 million for the last three 
years. 

"How they allowed this bank to reach 90- 
percent in non-performing loans is just beyond 
me,” he said. The bank should have been 
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closed earlier like two years ago, Osmefia said. 

Osmefia said he has asked Sen. Edgardo 
Angara, who chairs the Senate banks commit- 
tee, to look into the First Savings case. 

Sen. Mar Roxas also sought a Senate i 
quiry into the collapse of First Savings al- 
though the BSP had put the bank under close 
monitoring and surveillance since 2002. 

“This case interests us because BSP officials 
were aware the bank had been having prob- 
Jems,” Roxas said in a statement. "They had 
wanted to take preemptive action, except 
they were reluctant because of precedents 
wherein BSP officials later became the subject 
of nasty lawsuits." 

Roxas said that FSB's problems stemmed 
from “irregular DOSRI loans that became bad 
loans.” DOSRI loans refer to loans granted by 
a bank or a corporation to its own directors, 
stockholders and related interests. 

He also asked the public to be wary of 
banks that offer high interest rates on savings 
and other deposit accounts, noting that FSB 
had been offering 10-15 percent interest on 
regular savings accounts. 

Roxas said this interest rate was “unusually 
high” compared to other banks. 


` PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
FIRST SAVINGS SHUTDOWN 


Solons blame BSP for bank's collaps 
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Tn a statement, Pimentel said the BSP has 
to “fully explain” to the public its failure to 
save the thriftbank. 

“There is something wrong in the way they 
are supervising the banks because this thing 
could not have happened if there is a closer 
supervision of our banking system," the Sen- 
ate minority leader said. 

Pimentel said the BSP should have 
“stepped in at the first sign that the FSB was in. 
trouble to calm panicky depositors and pre- , 
venta bank run." 

Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr. said the BSP 
should classify banks or inform the public on 
"who are the strong banks and the who are 
the less strong banks. Then the public is in- 
formed and can decide where to put their 
money," he said. 

But Osmefia said the disadvantage of 
Magsaysays proposal was that depositors 
might take out their money in their banks if 
they found out that it was weaker compared | 
to the others. 5 

“It’s good to be transparent but at the same * 
time you'll cause all the weaker banks to sud- 
denly close, endangering even the entire sys- 
tem," Osmefia told reporters. 


SC tightens up on use of vehicles 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


CHIEF Justice Hilario Davide Jr. has tightened 
the rules on the use of Supreme Court vehicles 
in line with the government's austerity plan. 

Davide issued a memorandum on Sept. 6 
ordering that all of the tribunal's vehicles 
should be used for official purposes only. 

“No Supreme Court vehicle shall be used 
for purely private social functions or for other 
personal purposes, or for the spouse, chil- 
dren, relatives, or friends of the official enti- 
Чей thereto,” Davide said. 

Unless authorized, the vehicles should not 
be used during weekends, legal holidays, be- 
yond regular hours for going to and from the 
office, or outside the route of officials and em- 
ployees authorized to use them, he added. 

The guidelines apply to all SC vehicles, 
cluding those in the Presidential Electoral Tri- 
bunal, the Office of the Court Administrator, 
the Philippine Judicial Academy, and the Ju- 
dicial and Bar Council. 
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The rules, however, would not apply to the 
vehicles assigned to the Chief Justice and the ` 
SC Associate Justices. 

Davide said all SC vehicles assigned to of- 
fices and not to specific officials must be kept ; 
in the court's compound except when used for. 
strictly official purposes. ; 

The monthly maximum allowable quantity 
of fuel to be purchased by the court for vehi 
cles assigned to SC officials shall be equi 
lent to the amount of the officials monthly 
transportation allowance, to be given in the; 
form of prepaid cards. 

‘Any unused or unspent portion of the pre; * 
paid card shall be carried over to the succeed. 
ing month. If the card is already used up, all : 
gasoline purchases would be charged against 
theaccount ofthe official usingthecar. — ; 

Electrical, mechanical, and other related * 
services necessary to maintain the roadwor:. 
thiness of the SC vehicles, except those under 
warranty, should be done only by the duly a 
credited service station, subject to the re 
quired pre-repair inspection report duly a 
proved by the office of the Chief Justice. 

Davide said that, effective Oct. 1, 2004;the3 
court’s authorized: gasoline and service star y 
tion shall be the Shell station along Unite 
Nations Avenue in Manila. 
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ence will be held боп; 
8am. to5 p.m. tomor- ` 
rowat the Pamantasan * 
Ng Makati. 

Among the guest 
speakers are Under: + 
secretary Bernie Cruz ¢ 
of the National An 


$i" Poverty Commission’: 
ы 4 Sad (МАРС). 


The delegates аё: 
thus expected to sub-; 
mit their resolutions 0; 
Secretary Imelda Ni 
las, head of the NAPC.-; 

То deliver the inspi; + 
ration address will be > 
Antonio Quila, govers 
mor of Rotary District 
3830, which is organiz- 2 
ing the yearly event, 

А young senator is: 
also expected to give 
the keynote address. 

The major spon: 
sors are Chowking, 
San Miguel Corp., E- 
bookman, KFC and 
Mister Donut. 

Called the "New 
Generations Confer- 
ence," the gathering of 
some 500 youth lead- ; 
ersaged 15 to 30 years ' 
old is a yearly project 
of the Rotary Inema- 
tional to empower the 
youth. The conference 
aims to help the youth 
realize their important 
role in any countrys 
progress. 

For 2004, the Rotary 
District 3830 chose the 
theme of "EGenem- 
tion” for the confer- 
ence, It will therefore 
touch on ecology, econ- 
оту, education, enter- 
tnmen, enlighten- 
ment entrepreneur. 
ship, ethics, equity ex- 
cellence and empower- 
ment for good gover: 
mane. 
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House body to push for SM hikes 


By Carlito Pablo 
and Martin P. Marfil 


IN RESPONSE to mounting clam- 
or for legislated wage hikes in the 
face of rising prices, the House 
committee on labor will endorse 
for approval by the plenary two 
measures granting а Р125-рег- 
day wage hike for private work- 
ers and a P3,000 monthly pay 
hike for government employees. 

A party-list representative said 
that committee chair Rep. 
Roseller Barinaga (NPC, Zam- 
boanga del Norte) has committed 
to the immediate approval of the 
two measures on the committee 
level despite Malacafiang’s posi- 
tion of a wage freeze. 

“The House committee on la- 
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bor had approved the wage hike, 
at least for private workers, dur- 
ing the 12th Congress and there 
shouldn't be any problem with 
the same committee," Rep. Rena- 
to Magtubo (party-list Partido ng 
Manggagawa) said. 

Magtubo said that while the wage 
measures will easly pass the com- 
mittee level, he doubts whether they 
‘would get approved on the floor. 

Malacafiang earlier ruled out 
any wage increase at this time, 
‘warning it would further dampen 
business activities and even lead 
to closures. Employers are also 
opposed to any wage increase, 
saying it might force companies 
to shut down and lay off workers. 

But the Department of Labor 
and Employment said it will not 


interfere with the processes of 
Congress regarding the issue. 
“If ever there is a process for 


» legislated wage increases, we are 


ready to provide technical sup- 
port... It's their prerogative, we go. 
by the existing mechanism. If 
Congress decides to exercise its 
legislative powers, that's their pre- 
Togative," DOLE spokesperson 
Benedicto Ernesto Bitonio said. 

This was echoed by Labor Sec- 
retary Patricia Sto. Tomas. "I agree 
that wage increase powers is only 
а delegated authority of Congress. 
Dinamin matawaran ang capabili- 
tynila on this matter, poder naman 
nila ito (we cannot belittle their 
capability on this matter. This is 
within their powers),” she said in 
a television interview. 
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A legislated P125 daly wage hike 


pany through 
House Bil Numbers. 1063 and 1064. 
Militant labor groups such as 
Kilusang Mayo Uno are pushing 
for a legislated P125 wage in- 
crease, saying this has become 
more urgent after the National 
Power Corp. hiked power rates. 
The last time a legislated wage 
increase was granted was in 1989. 
Mariano said that a wage hike 
is “reasonable and justified with 
the worsening living conditions 
of our people.” 
“We've been hit by a series of 


hikes, electricity costs 
g and so are prices of 
commodities," he said. 

Magtubo explained that a P125 
daily pay hike for private workers 
is not even enough to restore their 
purchasing power to 1994 levels. 

He noted that in Metro Manila, 
workers get a P300 daily nominal 
wage. “The real amount of this 
P300 is only P156 compared to 
1994 prices, meaning inflation 
had eaten up the value of work- 
ers wages," Magtubo said. 

House Bill No. 1064 noted that 
the average pay of government 
workers is Р8,709 per month 
which is insufficient to meet the 
higher costof living. An additional 
P52 billion would be needed to fi- 
nance the P3,000 monthly pay in- 
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i 
crease for government workers. 

KMU chair Elmer Labog said 
Napocor’s decision to hike power. 
rates was “unjust” at a time whet 
the purchasing power of the peso 
is being eroded by the unrelenting 
increases in the prices of crude oil, 
transportation and commodities. 

“The real value of the P250 
minimum wage today is a mere: 
P155, which is continuously be- 
ing depressed by escalating 
prices. If Napocor plans to slash. 
more from such а meager, 
amount, what would be left for 
our families?” Labog said. 

The KMU earlier expressed 
support for a legislated P125 
across-the-board wage increase, 
A hearing on the issue will be 
held on Sept. 15, KMU said. 
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Tax scam body told: 


Shape up or ship out 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Armand М. Nocum 


MALACANANG has ordered the task force in- 

»vestigating the multibillion-peso tax credit scam 
to shape up or face dissolution after a Senate 
hearing uncovered the fact that it had spent P76 
million since 1999 with nothing to show for it. 

“We acknowledge the need to improve 
the performance of the task force,” said 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye at a brief- 
ing. “The recommendations of the Senate 
and the Department of Finance would 
certainly be considered in any decision 
about [its] fate.” 

When asked if Malacafiang would consid- 
er abolishing Special Presidential Task Force 
(SPTF) 156, as some senators suggested, 
Bunye said the “situation is under review.” 

"The assessment of the task force's per- 
formance is intended to put things right if 
they are wrong,” Bunye said. 

SPTF 156 was created to go after busi- 
nessmen and corporations using tax credits 
fraudulently to dodge the payment of taxes. 

The DOF had proposed extending its 
term, which is to lapse on Oct. 7, because 
its abolition would jeopardize pending and 
yet to be filed tax fraud cases against 90 
more companies. 

But members of the Senate blue ribbon 
committee probing SPTF 156 rejected the 
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DOF proposal, citing the task force's poor 
performance. At least 15 tax fraud cases 
have been dismissed and the task force was 
said to be set to lose another seven. 

Even a key witness in several of the cases 
involving P5.3 billion in fraudulent tax 
credits is for dismantling SPTF 156, saying 
it has failed to serve its purpose despite its 
P2-million monthly budget. 

Felix Chingkoe, co-founder and unseat- 
ей head of the Chingkoe group of compa- 
nies, who turned against his brother Fausti- 
по, the alleged brains of the tax fraud in- 
volving their firms, said in a telephone іп- 
terview the government should abolish the 
task force before it could “cause more dam- 
age like the burning of the key wimesses." 

Felix is expected to testify on the alleged 
conspiracy hatched by his brother Fausti- 
noand finance officials to defraud the gov- 
ernment of billions in tax credit certifi- 
cates (TCCs). 

ATCC serves as a company's claim for 
tax credits, which are granted either to ex- 
port firms that are entitled to duty-free 
privileges or to those that have tax refunds 
due them. 

In the case of the 11 Chingkoe companies, 
Faustino was found to have allegedly con- 
spired with government officials to secure" 
ТСО even if his firms were "not qualified ог. 
legally entitled to avail of tax credits." 


Biddings now open to NGOs 


September skies 
show ‘parade 
of bright planets’ 


“A PARADE of bright planets” is how 
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo- 
physical, and Astronomical Services 
Administration is describing these 
September nights. 

Even to the untrained eye or tele- 
scope users, and with some patience, 
most of the members of the solar sys- 
tem can be spotted in the night sky for 
the whole month, Pagasa said. 

The two giant gas planets Neptune 
and Uranus will be visible from the 
eastern horizon after sunset, accord- 
ing to an astrological diary released 
bythe agency. 

Neptune will be “glimmering” at al- 
most 60 degrees from the horizon at 
around 9:30 p.m., while Uranus will 
appear brightly at 45 degrees also 
around the same time. Through a tele- 
scope, Uranus will appear blue-green. 

‘Towards dawn, it will be the tum of 
Saturn and Venus to glow best.” (This) 
pairing will dominate the early morn- 
ing hours. Both planets can be found 
almost 15 degrees and 10 degrees, re- 
spectively, from the eastern horizon at 
around 3:45 a.m,” Pagasa said. 

"The Roman goddess of love, however, 
will “outshine” the god of agriculture. 


By Jerome Aning 


NONGOVERNMENT organizations are 
now allowed to attend and observe the 
bidding for infrastructure projects of 
the Deparment of Public Works and 
Highways, perceived to be one of most 
corrupt agencies of government. 

Public Works Secretary Florante 
Soriquez said the process was being 
opened to the NGOs to enhance trans- 
parency and help ensure that the right 
procurement procedures are followed. 

“We hope that the participation of 
NGOs will strengthen our effort to cor- 
rect the misperception of the public to- 
ward the DWPH,” Soriquez said, adding 
that NGO participation would also ulti- 
mately spur competitive bidding. 

‘The groups willbe invited to cover all 
aspects of the procurement process, 
which includes that pre-bid conference, 
‘opening of bids, post-qualification, con- 
tract award and special meetings of the 
bids and awards committees. 

The NGOs can report to the Office 
of the Ombudsman or to the DPWH's 
resident ombudsman if the pre- 
scribed procedures are not followed. 

‘The NGOs have the option not to 
sign the abstract of bids il іп their as- 
sessment, the bidding activity failed 
to follow the correct procedures. 

‘The abstract contains the details of 
the projects and corresponding offers 
of the various bidding firms. 

The DPWH has accredited 33 
NGOs from nine of the country’s 16 
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regions to observe the bidding con- 
ducted in the department's central, 
regional and district offices. 

The initial list did not contain any 
NGOs from the Ilocos, Cagayan Valley, 
Central Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa 
(Marinduque, Mindoro, Palawan and 
Romblon), Bicol, Western and Eastern 
Visayas regions and Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao. 

Soriquez said the bids and awards 
committees would choose from the 
list of NGOs with trained representa- 
tives to participate in the procure- 
ment process. 

In Metro Manila, the NGO observers 
are: Procurement Watch, Transparency 
and Accountability Network Founda- 
tion, Konsensyang Pilipino, Evelio B. 
Javier Foundation, Transparency Inter- 
national Phil, Ateneo School of Govern- 
ment, Philippine Chamber of Industrial 


„Estates and Ecozones, and the Philip 


pine Institute for Supply Management. 
NGOs wishing to apply as observers 
must be registered with the Securities, 
and Exchange Commission. They should 
also have the knowledge, experience ог” 
ise in procurement as required un-, 
der Section 13.2 of the implementing 
rules and regulations of Goverment’ 
Procurement Reform Act, or RA 9184. 
The NGO list is updated by a DP- 
WH technical working group at least 
once every semester in coordination, 
with Procurement Watch, the firm at 
thorized to conduct training pro- 
grams for NGO representatives, 
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Wife denies 
Tiglao had 
heart attack 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


“HE'S OKAY now, he winked and waved at 
me,” Presidential Management Staff chief 
Rigoberto Tiglao's wife Getsy told the Inquit- 
ER yesterday after her husband underwent 
quintuple coronary bypass surgery on 
Wednesday morning. 

Getsy denied Tiglao had suffered a heart at- 
tack, saying the open-heart surgery was done 
precisely to prevent a major attack. 

Tiglao had complained of chest pains on 


Monday morning, the ; 
day after a trip to’ 
‘Tagaytay City and Na- 
sugbu, Batangas, 
with Getsy and some 
friends to check out 
the church and recep- 
tion venue for their 
coming church wed- 
ding. Getsy had wed 
Tiglao, a widower, in 
civil rites in 2002. 

Getsy denied job- 
related stress had 
caused Tiglao's heart 
condition. She said 
the culprit was his 
30-уеаг two-pack-a- 
day smoking habit. 

"The bypass was an 
aggressive corrective 
treatment recom- 
mended by the doc- 
tors at the Heart Cen- 
ter," a statement from 
Tiglaos family said. 
"His doctors said Sec- 
retary Tiglao is recov- 
ering well and they 
expect full recovery in. 
afew weeks.” 

Getsy recalled that 
her husband suffered 
shormess of breath af- 
ter climbing the stone 
steps to the Careluega 
Chapel in Nasugbu on 
Sunday "And when 
we reached the 
church, he ееп 
smoked,” she said. 
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House OKs 
postponement 
of ARMM 

polls for May 


By Carlito Pablo 


‘THE HOUSE has approved the deferment of 
the Sept. 13 elections of the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao to the second Mon- 
day of May 2005. 

Tt was the first bill passed by the House for 
the 13th Congress. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. said that the 
postponement vill not only result in savings 
for both government and prospective candi- 
dates but also enhance the atmosphere for ef- 
forts to forge a final peace agreement with the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front. 

“The postponement would significantly re- 
duce the divisiveness and negative politics i 
the Muslim region and save another P300 
million from election expenses in the regional 
elections," De Venecia said. 

"Now that the government and the MILF 
peace panels are in the final stages of working 
out a peace agreement, the polls’ postpone- 
ment would not only contribute to political 
stability in the region but also help to provide 
ample time for credible, clean and honest 
elections in 2005," the Speaker also said. 

De Venecia earlier said that a peace accord 
with the MILF will allow the separatist move- 
‘ment to participate and field candidates in the 
ARMM elections. 

De Venecia said that he had requested Sen- 
ate President Franklin Drilon to convene on 
Monday the bicameral conference committee 
to reconcile the respective versions of the poll 
deferment by the two chambers of Congress. 

Earlier this week, the Senate approved a 
measure deferring the ARMM polls to the sec- 
ond Monday of September 2005. 

Supposedly up for grabs in the elections 
this year are the positions of regional gover- 
nor, vice governor and members of the region- 
al legislative assembly of ARMM. 

‘The ARMM covers the provinces of Sulu, 
Basilan, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao and 
Tawi-Tawi. 

The House passed on Wednesday night House 
Bill No. 2808, the consolidated version of several. 
bills seeking to postpone the ARMM elections. 

‘The same bill sets the regular ARMM elec- 
tions every three years after the second Mon- 
day of May 2005. 

Malacaiiang had earlier certified the bill as 
an urgent administration measure. 

‘The Commission on Elections had said that 
it does not have the funds to conduct the elec- 
tions this September. 


THE Одну 
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Friday, September 10, 2004 
23rd Week in Ordinary Time 

Ist Reading: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-27 
Gospel: Lk 6:39-42 

Jesus offered this example, "Can a blind 
person lead another blind person? Surely 
both will fall into a ditch. A disciple is not 
above rhe master; but when fully trained, he 
will be like the master. So why do you pay at- 
tention to the speck in your brothers eye 
while you have a log in your eye and are not 
conscious of it? How can you say to your 
neighbor: 'Friend, let me take this speck out 
of your eye, when you can't remove the log in 
your own? You hypocrite! First remove the 
log from your own eye and then you will see 
clearly enough to remove the speck from your 
neighbors eye.” 
Commentary 

TODAY'S reading is in direct continuity with 
yesterday's. Weare still looking at that extraor- 
пагу teaching by Jesus. Judge not!” is the 
зате as "Love your enemies.” In both cases it is 
the self-centered basis that is being removed. I 
read where a scholar translated this Judge 
пог" as “Try to be more lenient in your judg- 
ments!" This misses the point exactly. If you 
Judge, even leniently, you are still on your 
throne of judgment-probably admiring your- 
self for your leniency! St. Paul wrote, "Why do 
you pass judgment on your brother or sister? 
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God” (Rom 14:10). That was calculated to 
dampen our enthusiasm for judging one anoth- 

In Greek mythology, Narcissus was distin- 
guished for his beauty. His mother was told 
that he would have a long life, provided he nev- 
er looked upon his own features. However, he 
rejected the love of the nymph Echo and fel in 
love with his own reflection in the waters of a 
spring and pined away. In psychoanalysis the 
term “narcissism” means excessive self-esteem 
or self-involvement. Many things we call by 
nicer names could well be forms of narcissism 
(or at least they have to pass the test): judging 
others and finding them wanting, deploring the 
variety of opinions in circulation, trying to con- 
vert people to our view... 
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post-poll honeymoon for GMA 


Arroyo rating plunges on suspicion of election fraud, says survey · 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


UNLIKE her three predecessors, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo did not enjoy a 
“post-election honeymoon” with the 
public giving her a low performance 
rating of 12 percent two months into 
her new term. 

‘The Social Weather Stations said the 
drop in Ms Arroyo's rating in the SWS’ 
‘Aug. 5-22 survey was connected to 
widespread public suspicion that her 
opponents in the May presidential elec- 
tion were cheated. 

A majority of 55 percent believed 
that opposition tandem Fernando Poe 
Jr. and Sen. Loren Legarda were cheat- 
ed, the SWS said. 

The survey showed that 48 percent 
were satisfied and 36 percent were dis- 
satisfied with Ms Arroyo's performance 
in office, giving her a net rating of +12. 


Ratings decline 

The pollster said this was a signifi- 
cant decline from her net ratings of 26 
percent in June and 30 percent in 
March. 

In the June 4-30 survey, or a month 
after the election, Ms Arroyo had 57 
percent satisfied and 25 percent dissat- 
isfied respondents. In the March 21-29 
survey, there were 55 percent satisfied 
and 25 percent dissatisfied with the 
President. 

"Thus the public lave not given Pres- 
ident Arroyo a postelecion victory 
honeymoon, unlike Presidents Aquino, 
Ramos and Estrada, who all obtained 


: ALACE REACTION 


MALACARANG said the “adversities 
facing the people" drove Ms Arroyo's 
rating down. 

"We wanted a honeymoon with the 
media but what with the realities of 
the economic crisis," Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said. "Nonetheless, we 
are satisfied with the relative positive 
ratings which show solid public satis- 
faction with the President's leader- 
ship.” 

But Bunye cried foul on the susp 


clon the administration cheated. > 

"The polls on cheating are a throw- 
backto the past. The Presidential Elec- 
"oral Tribunal has already taken Juris- 
diction over the issues. We have to 
shed off these perceptions and get on 
with the difficult task at hand,” Bunye 
said in a statement 

Bunye added: "We see hope and sol- 
idarity behind the President. We will 
prevail over the problems in the long 
пп" 


very high net ratings in the +605 in the 
first few quarters after taking office,” 
the SWS said in its report. " 


Vested interests 

Ms Arroyo apparently got what she 
had wished for. 

She said in a Manila Overseas Press 
Club forum early this week that she 
would pursue economic and political 
reforms against “vested interests" even 
ifshe would become unpopular. 

Ms Arroyo, who has said the country 
is having a fiscal crisis, has been criti- 
ized for asking for new taxes that 
would impose additional burden on the. 
people already suffering from a series 
of increases in the prices of oil, power 
and basic commodities. 

The SWS said the survey results show 
a “very strong relationship between dis- 


satisfaction with the President and suspi- 
cion of cheating in the election.” 


Definite cheating 

‘The SWS said that among those who 
saw definite cheating in the May elec- 
tion, 63 percent were dissatisfied with 
Ms Arroyo and only 23 percent were 
satisfied, giving her zero net rating. 

On the other hand, among those 
who believed Ms Arroyo's opponents 
were "probably not cheated" 60 per- 
cent were satisfied and only 20 per- 
cent were dissatisfied for a net rating 
of 52 percent. 

The survey said 23 percent said Poe 
and Legarda were "definitely cheated" 
and another 32 percent said they were 
"probably cheated," a total of 55 per- 
cent doubting the official result of the 
election where Ms Arroyo led Poe by 
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more than one million votes, 


Bigger lead 

Ms Arroyo's running mate Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro had a bigger lead 
over Legarda, 

The survey further showed that 24, 
percent believed Poe and Legarda were 
"probably not cheated" and 17 percent. 
said they were "definitely not cheated" 
ora total of 41 percent accepting the re- 
sult, Four percent had no answer or re-, 
fused to respond. 

"Those suspecting election cheating 
were the majorities among Metro Mani- 
lans (57 percent), other Luzonians (61 
percent) and Mindanaoans (60 percent) 
and a minority among Visayans (32 per- 
cent),” the SWS said. The election re- 
sults showed the Visayas was resound- 
ingly for Ms Arroyo, with Cebu alone 
giving her a one million lead over Poe. 


Metrorating 

The SWS said that in Metro Manila, 
Ms Arroyo's rating fell from plus 14 per- 
cent to minus 7 in August. Her ratings 
also fell in Luzon (from 14 to 3 per- 
cent), Mindanao (35 to 11 percent) and 
among the masa or Class D (from 23 to 
12 percent) and in the very poor Class E. 
(33 to 10 percent). 

Тһе upper classes ABC were split on 
the question of whether Poe and Legar- 
da were cheated, with 48 percent say- 
ing they were either definitely or proba- 
bly cheated and 47 percent saying they 
were probably and definitely not cheat- 
ed. 
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also kills 


FALLUJAH, Iraq—Women and children were among 12 
Iraqis killed іп the hotspot of Fallujah when US jets struck 
targets which the military charged were hideouts used by 
the most wanted man in Iraq. 


Local residents removed bodies 
from the rubble of a house in the 
restive Sunni Muslim city demol- 
{shed in the dead of night by a US 
missile while people were sleep- 
ing, an AFP correspondent said. 

The US Air Force has been re- 
lentlessly pounding the extremist 
militant stronghold since seven 
marines were killed on Monday 
in a car bomb attack against a 
‘convoy which also left three Iraqi 
national guardsmen dead, 

Dr. Mushtak Taleb from Fallu- 
jah’s general hospital said 12 bod- 
ies had been brought in, including 
five children and two women, and 
that at least nine people had been 
wounded since the raids began, 

Witnesses said that the family 
who lived in the single-story 
house was sleeping on the roof 
when the missile plowed through 
the building, blowing their bod- 
{es to smithereens. 

The roof had collapsed entirely 
and two small cranes were trying 


WHO: Suicides preventable 
if gov'ts, people take action 


GENEVA—Every second, some- Timely treatment of mental illness. 
опе aróund the world tres to and drug and alcohol dependency 
commit suicide. Every 40 sec- would further reduce the figures. 
onds, someone succeeds. "We want to give the message 

But many of the roughly 1 mil- to the authorities and the public 
lion people who commit suicide ev- that suicide is not inevitable, and 
ery year could be saved if govem- that those who are suicidal donot 
ments and doctors improved efforts inevitably commit suicide,” said 
to educate and treat people with Lars Mehlum, president of the In- 
mental problems, and simply re- temational Association for Sui- 
moved the means by which people cide Prevention. 
kill themselves, the World Health "Тһе vast majority of suicidal 
Organization said Wednesday. people do not want to die, they 

"Suicide is a major problem of just don't want to live under. the 
public health which many people ‘conditions in which they have to 
believeisn'ta problem, prefernotto live. We can doa lot. And this isn’t 
talkaboutand really make an effort just for doctors—this is for the 
to hide,” said Dr. Jose Bertolote, of conscientious citizen.” 
the agency's mental health depart- УНО says educating health care 
‘ment, speaking in advance of World personnel to detect mental prob- 
Suicide Prevention Day on Friday. Теп and running courses to help 

More people die each year children and adults handle life's 
from suicide than from homicides problems—such as unemployment 
and wars combined, and in most or relationship difficulties—can 
European countries the number prevent many suicide attempts. 
of suicides is higher than the The move by many pharmaceu- 
number of traffic deaths. tical companies to provide their 

Suicide figures are highest in drugs in blister packs rather than 
the Baltic states, Russia and Fin- іп bottles has resulted in a signifi- 
land, and lowest in Muslim coun- cant reduction in their use as a 
tries and Latin America, method of suicide, WHO said. 

In 1950, 40 percent of suicides Restrictions on firearms in 
were committed by people under some countries also have led to a 
45, but by 1998 that figure had decrease in their use for suicide, 
risen to 55 percent. the organization said. 

Many suicides could be pre- А big problem in developing 
vented if people didn't have easy countries, WHO said, is the ready 
access to weapons, poisons or availability of pesticides, which are 
medicines, campaigners сау. ofen used in suicide atempts. АР 


to lift up the debris to allow res- 
cuers to search for more people. 

Several neighboring houses in 
the Nowad akDhubat district 
were damaged and children 
could be seen sifting through rub- 
ble and mangled metal to help 
collect pieces of flesh. 


because the electricity keeps go- 
ing off at night. When the the ex- 
plosion went off, the blast threw 
me back by at least five meters,” 
said neighbor Khaled Abbas. 
“First T thought the explosion 
was in my house but when Iawoke 
from the shock I saw that the 
neighbors had been hit,” he said. 
He said the owner of the house 
had four wives, two of whom lived in 
the house with at least 10 children. 
“АШ the children next door used 
tofill the streets with noise. Today 
hope they will be like birds in heav- 
en,” Abbas said. “I want to know 
why the Americans decided to 
bomb a family with children.” AFP 
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"We were sleeping on the roof 
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FOUR-MONTH-OLD Mustafa Hassan (center)is taken to the hospital after being wounded 


following a US Army bombardment early morning in Fallujah Sept. 9. 


VADO AT нн ed 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2004 


————— sadir 


the WORLD 
US missile strike in Fallujah 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco. 


Clinton removed 
from intensive 


children, 2 women °° walking ; 


NEW YORK—Former US president Bill Clin: 
ton was removed from intensive care 
Wednesday, and managed to take his first 
steps since undergoing multiple-bypass opent 
heart surgery. 

“Не has been sitting up in bed, and has 
walked across the room with assistance and 
sat in a chair, all signs of his continuing recov 
ery," Clinton's office said in a statement, 

‘Clinton was taken out of the intensive саге 
unit at New York Presbyterian Hospital in the 
afternoon, two days after undergoing a four: 
hour operation Monday. 

The former president was given а quadru- 
ple bypass, which doctors said had come just, 
in time to avoid a major heart attack. 

He will continue to recuperate in his hos: 
pital room “for several days,” the statement 
said. 

Clinton, 58, was admitted to hospital on 
Friday complaining of chest pains and short 
ness of breath. Several of the former presi 
dent's main blood vessels were found to have 
a blockage of more than 90 percent. 

Clinton's heart was stopped for 73 min- 
utes during Monday's operation, a now 
common but still delicate procedure, which 
bypasses blocked arteries so that blood can 
flow properly. 

Even after his eventual discharge from hospi- 
tal, Clinton will need to recuperate for several 
months—raising questions over his plans to hit 
the campaign trail in support of Bush’s Demo- 
кале cratic challenger, Sen. John Kerry. AFP 


Russia eyes preemptive strikes on terror camps 


MOSCOW-—Russia. warned 
Wednesday it could launch pre- 
emptive strikes on terror bases 
anywherein the world and put a 
bounty on two top Chechen 
rebels after the broadcast of a 
chilling video of the school 
hostage siege. 

"We will take steps to liquidate 
terror bases in any region” in the 
world, Russian Chief of Staff Gen- 


eral Yury Baluyevsky told re- 
porters at a meeting with US Gen. 
James Jones, Nato's supreme al- 
lied commander for Europe. 

Baluyevsky noted that the doc- 
trine of preventive military action 
against terror targets had been 
spelled out publicly before and 
said such steps were only an “ex- 
treme measure” that did not in- 
clude use of nuclear force. 


His remarks nonetheless re- 
flected a hardening mood in 
Moscow a day after a television 
network aired video footage of 
scared children and parents sitting 
in the school gym in southem 
Beslan as masked militants rigged 
bombs over their heads. 

The European Union sought 
to downplay the warning on 
preemptive action against terror 


targets, but British Foreign Sec! 
retary Jack Straw backed the, 
comments, calling the reaction 
“understandable.” 

Russia's FSB intelligence and 
security agency announced a. 
cash reward of 300 million rubles, 
($10 million) for information 
leading to the “neutralization” of 
two top Chechen rebels accused, 
of planning the Beslan siege. AFP: 


How do some stay thin in a fat, fat world? . 


By Emma Ross portant than previously believed. 
"The people who are not increas- 
ing their weight have something 
special they are resistant to obesi- 
ty" said Philippe Froguel, an obesity 
exert and chair of genomic medi- 
cine at Imperial College in London. 
Experts are investigating 
couch potato genes, stop-eating 
genes, can'tresist genes, and 
even the possibility of а party 
platter gene—which tums people 
into opportunistic eaters, who eat 
whenever they are offered food. 
“И there is such a thing, I most 
definitely have that pany platter 
gene,” said Jonathan Bell, a 32-year- 
ld information technology special- 
is who struggles with his weight. 
“Tm one of those who lives to eat. Г 
like to say that | can pass those 
things up, but my body craves it" 
Bell, who lives in London, con- 
fesses an emotional attachment to 
food. His mother would offer 
chocolate in exchange for good 
behavior when he was a child, and 
thathabithas stuck with him. 
Tt also takes a lot of eating be- 
fore he feels satisfied—a stop- 
eating trait that experts say is ge- 


LONDON—Ar 43, Anita Sanders 
isa sylph who can eat as much as 
she likes without having to exer- 
cise like a fiend. 

1 саптау work hard on trying 
to stay slim," she admits, adding 
that she is passionate about food. 
She puts her slimness down to 
lucky genes and nervous energy. 

“ eat whatever I want but I feel 
full quite quickly, and I'm not one 
of those people who runs after 
the guy carrying the canape tray 
as he passes by.” 

Sanders is in a shrinking mi- 
nority of people who follow a 
Western lifestyle. The norm is to 
be fat. In most of western Europe, 
easily more than half the adults 
are overweight, and in the United 
States two-thirds are fat. 

What, then, explains the ability 
of Sanders and others like her to 
stay thin in suciran environment? 

The answer is complex and not 
the same for everyone. Apart 
from upbringing and environ- 
ment, scientists are discovering, 
genes and biology are more im- 
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normal that can explain why peo- 
ple who live in the same environ- 
ment weigh different amounts." 

While the laws of physics 
—which dictate that you cannot get 
fat unless you eat more calories 
than you bum—are inviolable, a 
person's genetic makeup influences 
the decisions made about eating 
and exercising, experts say. 

‘There are certainly lean people 
who can eat whatever they want, 
but in many cases, like Sanders, 
they don't want much. 

“What we have found with our 
(obesity) resistant people is that 
they do have a greater satiety than 
the susceptible ones,” said Dr. 
John Blundell, chair of psychobi- 
ology at the human appetite re- 
search unit at Leeds University in 
England. "When they are offered 
the same amounts of food at dif- 
ferent times, they eat less and it 
suppresses their hunger more. 
Their appetite system seems to op- 
erate more sensitively.” 

Eating increases the levels of 
the calming brain chemical 
dopamine. Brain scans have indi- 
cated that obese people have a 
lower concentration of dopamine 
receptors in their brains than lean 
people do. AP 


netically based. 

“Td love to have that thing 
where I eat something and five 
minutes later I'm full, but I dont 
get that. always get overfull when 
T eat because it doesn't click in in 
time,” said Bell, who is almost 40 
pounds (18 kg) overweight. 

Each person has a unique pro- 
file of genes, biology and 
lifestyle; a slight tweak in any of 
those influences could make the 
difference between fat and thin, 
experts зау. Where they disagree 
is over how powerful each indi- 
vidual factoris alone. 

"There are about 340 genes in- 
volved in weight control. Most of 
them increase the likelihood of your 
being fat, but there are actually 
genes that protect against being fat" 
Said Dr. Stephan Rossner, head of the 
obesity unit and professor of health 
behavior research at the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. 

“You can have muscles that react 
justa Іше slower; a mental setting 
that makes you just а little more 
prone to use food for comfort or а 
body temperature that is just one- 
tenth of a centigrade higher,” Ross- 
ner said. "I you have 20 of these fac- 
tors all going in one direction—but 
stil each and every one of them is 
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S. Korea admits nuke' 
arms bid in early '80s 


SEOUL—South Korea admitted on Thursday 
that its scientists extracted a small amount of 
plutonium, a key ingredient for making nuclear 
bombs, in secret research in the early 1980s. 

The admission comes just one week after the 
country made startling revelations that it had 
conducted unauthorized experiments to enrich 
uranium, also used to build nuclear weapons. 

‘A government official said a recent visit by in- 
spectors from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to a South Korean government- 
тип nuclear research center was linked to the 
previously undisclosed research on plutonium. 

“We have been in consultation with the 
IAEA over the inspection of our nuclear re- 
search activity (based on plutonium) in the 
early 1980s,” the government official, who 
declined to be named, told reporters 

South Korea admitted last week that the 
same research center conducted unautho- 
rized tests to enrich uranium four years ago. 

The plutonium research was conducted ас 
anow-defunct "TRIGA-type" research reactor 
at the Korea Atomic Energy Research Insti- 
tute, at the time located in a northern Seoul 
suburb, the official said. 

"Asmall number of scientists were engaged. 
їп the experiment to analyze the chemical 
properties of plutonium, but there have been 
no records on their research or on how much 
plutonium was extracted," the Ministry of Sci- 
ence and Technology said in a statement. 

“An investigation showed that a miniscule 
amount of plutonium was extracted in April 
and May 1982," the statement added. 

The statement said that Seoul filed a report 
to the IAEA in September 1983, concerning 
nuclear material that had gone missing. It 
added that equipment used for the test was 


later scrapped but is still in the possession of 
the research institute. : 

South Korean officials said the experiment’ 
did not violate Seoul's commitments under 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which 
seeks to prevent the use of nuclear technology 
for military purposes. 

Seoul last week admitted that its scientists four 
years ago had carried out an unauthorized exper- 
iment at the state-run research center in Daejon, 
south of Seoul, to enrich uranium. It denied the 
research was linked to a weapons program. 

‘An IAEA team investigated South Korea's 
nuclear activities last week and its findings 
will be discussed at a four-day board meeting 
ofthe nuclear watchdog next week. 

The clandestine activity embarrassed both 
the United States and its ally South Korea at a 
time when they are trying through six-party 
talks to pressure communist North Korea to 
end its nuclear weapons drive. 

South Korean officials insist that the coun- 
try has no interest in acquiring atomic bombs. 
Seoul abandoned any such ambitions in the 
1970s, they say, after Washington persuaded 
then-military dictator Park Chung-hee to give 
up his clandestine nuclear weapons program. 

However North Korea, responding to the 
uranium enrichment revelations, said оп 
Wednesday that the South's nuclear activities 
could trigger an arms race in the region. 

“We view South Korea's uranium enrich- 
ment program as part of armament race in ће 
Northeast Asian region,” Han Songzyol, 
deputy chief of North Korea's mission to the 
United Nations, told the Yonhap News Agency. 

"It will be difficult to prevent the spread of 
armament race in the region due to the 
South's nuclear experiment.” AFP 


Costa Rica court orders government 
to withdraw from US-led coalition 


SAN JOSE— The constitutional court of Costa 
Rica has ordered the government to withdraw 
the country’s name from an international 
coalition that supports the US-led war in Iraq, 
officials said Wednesday. 

“We have been told that for constitutional 
reasons we must withdraw from the list of 
coalition members,” Costa Rican Foreign Min- 
ister Roberto Tovar told reporters. 


‘The court has found three constitutional vi- 
olations in the decision of the government of 
President Abel Pacheco to include Costa Rica 
in the coalition. 

The case against the government was 
brought by a University of Costa Rica law 
student. 

Tovar said the court ruling will be respect- 
ed and executed immediately. AFP. 
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Erythromycin can 
trigger cardiac 
deaths, says study 


TRENTON, New Jersey—A widely used antibiotic 
that was long considered safe dramatically it 
creases the risk of cardiac arrest, particularly when 
taken with some popular drugs for infections and 
high blood pressure, a huge study has found. 

‚ The drug is erythromycin, which has been 
Gn the market for 50 years and is prescribed 
for everything from strep throat to syphilis. 

‘The new study shows the need for continu- 
ing research on the safety of older medicines, 
including how they interact with newer drugs, 
said researcher Wayne A. Ray, a professor of 
preventive medicine at Vanderbilt University 
School of Medicine in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Taken alone, erythromycin doubled the 
very low risk of sudden cardiac death among 
patients in the study. 

In patients taking other drugs—those that 
increase erythromycin’s concentration in the 
blood—the risk of cardiac death was more 
than five times greater, Ray and his colleagues 
found. That translates to six deaths for every 
10,000 people taking erythromycin for the 
typical two weeks while on the other drugs. 

“This is an unacceptably high risk," Ray said. 

Nobody realized the magnitude of the prob- 
lem before, said Dr. Muhamed Saric, a cardi 
ogist and director of the electrocardiology lab- 
oratory at University of Medicine and Den- 
tistry of New Jersey in Newark. “Itwas thought 
that erythromycin is a generally safe drug,” 

Most heart doctors knew erythromycin alone 
carried a slight risk because of some individual re- 
ports on patient deaths, mostly in people who 
took the drug intravenously. However, family 
doctors are less likely to know about it, Saric said. 

"This study, in Thursday's New England Jour- 
nal of Medicine, was the first to systematically 
document the risk. It focused on much more 
commonly used erythromycin pills—usually 
sold as a generic—along with certain medi- 
cines for infections and calcium channel block- 
ers for high blood pressure. 

Ray said the danger seems to come from 
other drugs slowing the breakdown of ery- 
thromycin, which increases its concentration. 
At high levels, it traps salt inside resting heart 
muscle cells, prolonging the time until the 
next heartbeat starts, and sometimes trigger- 
ing an abnormal, potentially fatal, rhythm. 

"The findings show doctors should choose an 
alternative antibiotic, Ray said, at least when 
prescribing the drugs that interact. Amoxi- 
cillin, another popular antibiotic, showed no 
cardiac risk. AP 
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Twice shy 


0 NCE burned, twice shy, as the saying goes. Presi- 


dent Macapagal-Arroyo may have announced her 
intention to get tough. She may even be serious 
about not being held hostage by vested interests. The fact 
is, however, that we've all heard this before, and no one is 
falling over himself expecting anything to really change. 

„Тһе President shouldn't be surprised if her attempts at 

2 talking tough are received with skepti- 
"EDITORIAL cism. She is about the only President we 
have had who has deliberately resisted 
the urge to make grand statements and attempt rhetoric 
that soars. Thus, she cannot expect the country to leap to 
ifs feet in rapture the moment she tries to sound grand. 

The truth is, even if the President had a penchant for 
thetoric, the country is past confusing rhetorical flourish- 
es for real achievements. We have all experienced too 
many grand visions being spun in speeches while the real- 
ity of daily life only gets worse. The country wants to see 
results; it wants to see action, not hear words. It certainly 
knows better than to take any politician, including the 
President, at face value. 

„When the President speaks against vested interests, 
first of all, she must consider how much she is identified 
with those interests. In the public mind, she is as much 
wedded to those interests as she herself claims to be mar- 
tied to the nation. Her husband himself, represents the 
oldest, most enduring vested interest of all, the landed 
oligarchy. Her political allies themselves represent all the 
vested interests that have plagued our country: the com- 
mercial elite, the various factions of our traditional politi- 
cal dynasties, the families of warlords. It is safe to say that 
under her administration, the country has failed to wit- 
ness a sustained period when Ms Arroyo turned her back 
on vested interests and opted for a grander, braver, ap- 
proach to politics. 

; Her deliberate avoidance of rhetoric has been matched 
by her willful avoidance of political risk when pragmatic 
accommodation can gain her support. She has dared far 
less than she has demonstrated as wanting, by making 
backroom deals and doling out patronage. Hers is not an 
innovative administration in the political sense; it is a po- 
litical operator's paradise, with all the built-in cynicism 
and corrupt and corrupting tendencies this implies. 

“To top it off, the President has shown that when pre- 
sented with a choice, the crooked road is more to her 
liking than the straight path. She would rather deal 
with the power players, the bosses and fixers than the 
people who want the system fixed, (Just look at many 
of her Cabinet appointments or Malacafiang’s stout de- 
fense of the pork barrel.) Whenever the low ground has 
presented itself, she opts to take it instead of trying to 
maintain the high ground in her political conduct. 
(Consider her state visit to China with her whole family 
in tow, including apos who are much too young to ap- 
preciate anything they saw there, much less the signifi- 
cance of the event.) 

This, then, is why the public’s response to her latest 

vow to not be held hostage by vested interests has been 
underwhelming. Tough words followed by tough action 
are not what she has come to be known for. While she 
retains the grudging respect and even admiration of 
many, for her personal discipline and keen mind, she 
cannot aspire—not yet and not soon—to be considered 
a’crusading reformer. 
. It is simply too alien a concept for the people to buy. 
And itis certainly not something a population now used 
to being let down will cheer and applaud with any con- 
viction. 

It may be that the President has had a genuine change of 
heart. She may be sincere. But she is on probation. She 
¢annot, and should not, expect any credit until the public 
Sees those vested interests taking a body blow, one by one. 
We want to see tax cheats being made to pay what they 
owe. We want public contracts negotiated with the public, 
and not private, interests in mind. We would like to see the 
lánded give way to programs aimed at social reform. We 
want environmental and other laws applied fairly and not 
selectively. We want an end to exceptions, exemptions, 
special considerations. 

By we, we mean the people. The same people who have 
heard the President's statement and greeted it with a deaf- 
ening silence. 


Textus your feedback: Inquirer opi name/citylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


528-0186 and 528-0213 Fn 528-02-34. 


ANOTHER big question has overtaken the al- 
ready controversial Smokey Mountain Devel- 
opment and Reclamation Project (SMDRP) in 
Balut, Tondo. The former garbage dump has 
been developed into a medium-rise housing 
project for scavengers by R-II Builders, a pri- 
vate contractor and developer, through a con- 
tract with the National Housing Authority 
(NHA) during the administration of President 
Fidel V Ramos. Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- 
go and former Solicitor General Frank Chavez 
have separately denounced that contract as "il- 
legal and unconstitutional.” 

The new issue is whether the former 
garbage dump is safe. Experts have contradic- 
tory opinions. 

Dwight Ramos, vice president of IPM Trad- 
ing and Development Corp., one of the coun- 
try’s top construction, real estate and waste 
management firms, said it is safe. He described 
the Smokey Mountain garbage as “already sta- 
bilized and certified safe filling material.” 

“It’s not fresh garbage,” he said in a recent re- 


Philippines’ environmental engineering team 
also reported that “the low-grade compost 
from Smokey Mountain is stable and safe.” 

However, another expert claims otherwise. 
Alex Victoria, engineer of Ames Construction, a 
company with a vast and long experience in 
land reelamation, said using compacted wastes 
as filling material for land reclamation is “not 
feasible.” 

"That is because garbage is lighter than soil. 
Its tendency is to float,” he explained. "Com- 
pacted reclaimed area sinks in the long term as 
garbage shrinks or dissolves. Even non- 
biodegradable waste like plastic break down 
overtime, becoming brittle and eventually pul- 


ral Resources has banned the use of "plastics, 
glass, and other non-biodegradable materials" 
in reclamation. These items "should not be 
present in filling materials," its memo said. 

For its part, the Laguna Lake Development 
Authority prohibited, through Resolution 23 


AS things stand, the wall of separation be- 
tween Church and State is already under siege, 
even without the proposal to tax churches and 
even discounting those moments in Philippine 
political history when religious and secular 
leaders made familiar bedfellows. 

The wall is beset on both sides. The Catholic 
‘Church has wonderfully expanded its mission 
to include social justice issues, and has called 
upon the faithful to step outside the temples 
and exercise a “preferential option for the 
poor” The State has reached out far beyond 
the traditional “night watchman functions” of 
policing the streets and administering the 
courts of justice, and has ministered to basic 
needs like health, shelter, and food, unlike in 
the past when people were left to fend for 
themselves in the open market. When apos- 
tolic work and welfare state programs overlap, 
they lead to the "excessive entanglement" 
banned by the Constitution, and strain the 
principle that the "separation of Church and 
State shall be inviolable.” 

The recent proposal to tax the churches is, to 
start with, severely bound by constitutional con- 
straints. The Constitution exempts churches 
from real property taxes for property used "actu- 
ally, directly and exclusively” for religious pur- 
poses, and the present proposals can at best 
touch only the income taxes derived from profit 
darning activities and gift taxes for receiving do- 
nations. Neither can the proposal touch the tax 
‘exemption enjoyed by religious schools, trusted 
money-carners, which are exempted by the Con- 
stitution from real property and income taxes as 
"non-stock, non-profit educational institutions." 
Indeed, UP Law Prof. Victorino Mamalateo, in his 
book “Philippine Income Тих," points out that the 
mere fact that a school eams profit does not de- 
stroy its tax-exempt status, though this "protec- 
tive mantle” cannot insulate schools that deviate 
from purely academic work and "descend from 
its high pedestal of tax ... immunity to the level 
of any ordinary [business] " 

Тһе drafting history of our Constitution, 


Neal H. Cruz 


issued in 1996, “the dumping of garbage and 
other waste materials on shoreland.” 

Toxic chemicals are found in landfill gas, 
among them methane, carbon dioxide, nitro- 
gen, ammonia, sulfides, disulfides and mer- 
captans, and carbon monoxide. 

Methane is a highly combustible gas while 
nitrogen, a key fertilizer ingredient, is explo- 
sive when mixed with incendiary materials. 
The same is true with hydrogen which is highly 
combustible on its own. 

Т interviewed R-II himself, Reghis Romero, 
one evening regarding his project. He said no 
garbage was used in the reclamation portion of 
the project. Only sand and mud dredged from 
the sea were used for the reclamation, he said. 

Much of the garbage of Smokey Mountain 
still there, in a huge mound near the buildings 
for the scavengers, Romero said. According to 
the original plans, they were to be burned in an 
incinerator, but when the Clean Air Act banned 
incinerators, this plan was abandoned. 

The reclaimed area is safe and there is noth- 
ing to fear, he concluded. 

‘There is a letter from Joselito S.J. Salgado 
ofthe information and community relations 
department of the Makati City government 
commenting on our column of Aug. 30 re- 
garding the Internal Revenue Allotments 
(IRA) of local government units. 

He denied that Makati is lending its own. 
billions to other LGUs with interest. “The 
city government of Makati is not a lending 
institution,” he said, “and does not engage 
in lending activities.” 

Comment: It is not expected that Makati 
will confirm this activity as it is clearly ille- 


Taxing the Faith 
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however, is most revealing. When these tax ex- 
'emptions were being debated in the Constitu- 
tional Commission, it was in fact a Catholic nun 
who objected to exempting the church! Sr. 
Christine O. Tan expressed her “honest bewil- 
derment” at why "churches owned by some reli- 
gious who are very wealthy would be tax ex- 
empt. [Why would] a poor laborer pay taxes оп 
land [while] the religious [do not?) At this peri- 
od of our national recovery, 1 think we should all 
be paying because we are bankrupt.” 

It is difficult to match that candor, coming 
as it does from an activist sister of the Good 
Shepherd who spent her life among Leveriza’s 
poor. 

The late Sister Christine's objections were 
followed through by Commissioner Lino Broc- 
ka (yes, the famous director now deceased as 
well, who was appointed by President Cory 
Aquino to help draft the Charter), who object- 
ed to the tax exemption for schools on similar 
grounds. The Constitutional Commission ex- 
'empted schools because they bore part of the 
burden of educating the youth, and needed 
support through tax exemptions which, the 
‘Commission said, would result in savings that 
would be passed on to students through lower 
tuition fees. 

The tax-the-church proposal has also taken 
а more creative turn, as well-meaning citizens 
propose to donate 10 welfare assistance pro- 
jects by religious groups. Yet our Charters 
drafting history shows that its framers actually 
attempted to provide for such Church-State 
partnerships, but failed. 


gal, as Salgado himself admits. This infor- 
mation was blurted out by another Metro 
Manila mayor. Another mayor admitted that 
he once got an emergency loan from Makati 
which has now been paid. 

Salgado also said that it is not true that there 

a uniform IRA rate and that “well-developed 
cities like Makati get too much while poor 

inces too little. While the 40 percent IRA 
share of LGUs is the mandate of the Local Gov- 
ernment Code, how much IRA share an LGU is 
entitled to is computed based on its population 
and its land area, Makati, with a population of 
471,379 and a land area of 27.36 sq km, re- 
ceives an IRA close to P400 million." 

Comment: For the information of our 
readers, Commission on Audit figures show 
that last year, Makati had the biggest income 
in Metro Manila at P6,638,580,000. Its IRA 
‘was P418,003. The poorest municipality in 
Metro Manila, Pateros, earned P76,175,000 
last year. Its IRA was P40,319,000. The 20 
poorest provinces in the Philippines, among 
them Sulu, got even less. 

The whole point of the column was that the 
basis for the allocations of the IRA is faulty. 
Some LGUs that already earn enough on their 
own, such as Makati, get more IRA than they 
need, while poor LGUs that can’t collect 
enough taxes on their own but need more de- 
velopment to improve themselves, don't get 
enough from the IRA. The column proposed 
that it be allocated on the basis of need. 

A grand reunion of the alumni of the Faculty 
of Philosophy and Letters, College of Liberal 
Arts, and the Faculty of Arts and Letters of the 
University of Sto. Tomas will be held on Nov. 
30, 2004 at the Polkabal and Pandango ball- 
Tooms of the Manila Hotel, starting at 5 p.m. 

The homecoming will also mark the ruby 
anniversary (40th year) of the merger between 
the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters (Philets) 
and College of Liberal Arts into the present 
Faculty of Arts and Letters (Artlets) of UST. 

For inquiries, you may contact Artlets at Tel. 

, 731-3101, and 406-1611, lo- 


Bishop Teodoro C. Bacani had proposed to 
add a line to the clause saying that the princi- 
ple of separation shall be inviolable: “The 
State, however, welcomes the help and collab- 
oration of churches and religious bodies to 
promote the well-being of its citi 

"This proposal was opposed by Fr. Joaquin G. 
Bernas, S.J. who said: "I am afraid that this 
amendment... is an invitation to entanglement 
of religion with the State... The moment we al- 
low this entanglement, this can be an opening 
for fanatics who want to reform a State to try to 
dictate their own will on the State.” 

Ic is best to leave well enough alone. As it 
was in 1986 when we were drafting our Char- 
ter, so it is in 2004 as we face the budget 
deficit. The constitutionally created tax ex- 
'emptions for churches and religious schools 
pay sufficient homage to the principle of sepa- 
ration and to the role of schools in shaping the 
youth. At the same time, they leave enough 
тоот to impose legitimate public levies upon 
profit making which, in the biblical story, dese- 
crated the shrines of worship. It will take a 
Charter change to revisit that delicate balance 
between Church and State. 

“That doesn't mean that there is little that the 
churches and their faithful can do to ease the 
fiscal crisis. In the Philippines, the Catholic 
‘Church remains the one trusted institution that 
can mobilize a nationwide organization with 
roots in the communities, and that ean marshal 
not just our surplus wealth but our dormant en- 
thusiasms as well. If the budget crunch will be 
felt most in poor communities, then let the tax- 
evading rich contribute through church-based 
organizations. That way, they can't raise the 
usual excuse that they don't trust government, 
they can impose safeguards for accountability, 
and, providentially, perhaps they can share not 
just of their money but of their time as well, and 
realize possibly for the first time that ‘tis indeed 
better to give than to receive, 


Comments to raul pangalangan@up.edu ph 
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‘THE CONFLICT between Roberto Romulo and 
Max Soliven over a citizen's right of reply to 
scathing attacks in the press is an issue that refus- 
es to die. It has spun a Ше of its own, and has now 
aroused interest overseas over what's the state of 
press freedom in the Philippines. It has ceased to 
be purely a parochial domestic controversy. 

‘As such, the Philippine press, including news- 
paper publishers, editors and media practitioners, 
сап no longer shovel the controversy under the 
‘carpet in a grand cover-up on the craven pretext 
that what one newspaper does is none of the busi- 
ness of another. This see-no-evil, hear-no-evil and 
speak-no-evil position resembles the Mafia's code 
of silence, a breach of which invites brutal death. 
The code of silence shields the Mafia from crimi- 
nal action and prosecution by state law enforce- 
mentauthorities fighting its illegal activities. 

But there is a fundamental difference between 
the press and the Mafia. The Mafia is an illegal 
and criminal organization; the press is not. The 
press operates above ground and depends for its 
life on transparency. By looking the other way in 
the Romulo-Soliven controversy, the Philippine 
press cannot adopt the Mafia creed without invit- 
ing questions about what its role in society is. 

"Тһе press cannot continue to dodge this con- 
troversy because it has put in focus a larger issue: 
Is the press an instrument for defending human 
liberties or an offensive weapon to abuse citizens 
‘whom it does not like? Basically, the deeper issue 
is, does freedom of the press collaterally give it 
the freedom to abuse its power by denying (һе 
right of reply to citizens who have been hapless 
victims of press attacks? 

The controversy has gone beyond the realm of 
the concerns of the Philippine press. Recently, the 
Singapore Straits Times gave ample space to the 
side of Romulo in an interview article written by йв 
editor, Felix Soh, The Times published the points 
that precisely, the Philippine Star, of which Max 
Soliven is the publisher and lead columnist, denied 
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access to its pages. The irony is not lost that a 
newspaper in Singapore, which is not the beacon 
of press freedom in Southeast Asia, published Ro- 


mulo’s side, which a Philippine newspaper refused 
to carry even as Philippine society never tires 
telling others that it is the working model of 
democracy and press freedom in the region. A 
corollary question is this: Is freedom of the press 
an exclusive monopoly of members ofthe press? 

‘The controversy would not have gone to the 
courts, if the Philippine Press Council had taken 
cognizance of Romulo's complaint before he was 
constrained to lodge the libel complaint. Invok- 
ing its consensus rule, the PPC, the selfregulato- 
ry body of the press, washed its hands of the Ro- 
mulo complaint, refusing even to hear it. 

The PPC was not required to take any disci 
plinary measure more severe than calling upon the 
Star to publish Romulo's replies to its sustained at- 
tacks. Under PPC rules, offending newspapers or 
journalists are not even required to make public 
apologies. The rules protect offending newspa 
and journalists from humiliation. Publication of the 
complaints denied access in the offending newspa- 
peris, in fact, a face-saving formula. But even this, 
the publishers and editors, who compose the press 
component in the council refused to do. 

The PPC does not serve as laundry in which pub- 
lishers and journalists wash their linen. The Star 
could have emerged with ts face intact and without 
injury had the council asked it to publish Romulo's 
response under the principle of the right of reply. 

The Romulo-Soliven row is unprecedented in 
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опе important aspect. Romulo's complaint cites a 
sustained barrage of 30 scathing attacks pub- 
lished in the Star over 13 months. The Star did 
not need this series of attacks to allow Soliven to 
argue his case with Romulo in their public feud, 
which, unfortunately has other dimensions than 
Romulo's official functions as senior foreign poli- 
су adviser to President Macapagal-Arroyo. The 
unleashing of heavy artillery by the Star was an 
excessive and arrogant display of firepower to 
send the signal that the press, in particular the 
Star, has the power to destroy those who crossit. 

‘The problem here is that the power was used 
mot against institutions, like government or 
greedy business corporations, against which the. 
press can deploy its weapons to protect the public 
from abuse. It was used against an individual 
who is not even in the center of power. 

‘Another unique aspect of the case, and no less 
important, is that Soliven is the publisher of the 
Star and also writes a column in the same paper. 
As such, he has the power to hire and fire. 

‘The Star's editor is Soliven's subordinate. Natu- 
rally, Soliven cannot sack himself. Nor can the edi- 
tor discipline his publisher and make him swallow 
his own muck by publishing Romulo's replies. 

‘Similar circumstance do not exist in other pa- 
pers. Ifthis conflict of interest is avoided, another 
imbroglio replicating the Romulo-Soliven epi- 
sode might be avoided. 

But this internal solution merely glosses over 
the fact that the major casualty of these hostilities 
is the press council. By dodging disciplinary ac- 
tion, the PPC showed that the notion of self-regu- 
lation in the press does not work. The public 
should have no illusions about this. The council 
has revealed itself to be irrelevant. This incident 
has proved that the pressis incapable of disciplin- 
ing itself against its abuses. 

The danger is that the press may have opened 
the way for some force—such as the state, the 
courts or some violent groups—to curb its excesses. 


Boys (and girls) behaving badly 


EXPLAINING why we should wear our scapulars 
‘wherever we went, a high school religion teacher 
said it would come in handy while we were danc- 
ing with boys, especially during a slow and sweet 
number, when the proximity of our bodies was 
‘bound to induce impure thoughts among our 
dancing partners. (For some reason, she didnt 
think we would have impure thoughts ourselves!) 
‘Once a boy draws you close to him, our teacher 
explained, he would be able to feel the scapular 
beneath your clothes and, if he were a good 
Catholic boy (the only sort we were expected to 
dance with), he would immediately be brought 
back to his senses and drive away whatever lust- 
ful desires he had harbored until then. 
" That may be the reason I've since stopped 
wearing scapulars. 
* I don't know if young women still wear scapu- 
lars these days, or if these small pieces of cloth still 
have the power to cool down young men's desires, 
but the belief that young meris sexuality is so pow- 
erful, irresistible and irrational that it takes а girls 
iron will (not to mention a discreetly placed scapu- 
lar) to thwart it persists to this day. Though 
are (or expected to be) the aggressors, men are 
usually absolved from their sexual excesses, on 
grounds that nature designed them to be constant- 
ly homy and that if one of them should overstep 
the bounds of decent behavior with a "good" wom- 
an, it could only be because she gave him cause. 
es this expectation and acceptance of social 
roles (men are sexual predators, women are sex- 
ual prey) that, it turns out, makes young men and 
women vulnerable to the risks attendant to early 
and perhaps unwanted sexual initiation. 
ANDREA Кой, writing for the Summer 2004 is- 
sue of the Ford Foundation Report, cites the 
findings of Deborah Tolman in her 2002 book 
“Dilemmas of Desire” that “because girls feel 
they have little power in sexual encounters, 
they often allow things to happen rather than 
make choices.” The book, which won an award 
from the Association for Women in Psychology, 
was based on interviews with 31 young Ameri- 
сап women in both urban and suburban set- 
tings, ages 15-18, and is part of a six-year 


LAST Wednesday's column brought in a lot of text 
messages and e-mail, but not so much in response 
to the sullen looks and "footshakes" of Filipinos 
documented from the 19th to the early 20th cen- 
turies. Asking aloud about the discoloration at 
the base of the spine that J. Mallat described in in- 
fants, many readers, some living as far as the 
United States, replied with material or website 
links on the so-called "Mongolian spot.” Typical 
was Ross Mangan’s e-mail which said: 

“Тап an Australian resident of the Philippines, 
married to a Filipina. Our four-year-old daughter 
was born in Darwin. We noticed a bruise-like for- 
mation similar to that described by Mallat and 
raised it at the hospital shortly after birth. The 
‘medical staff called it Mongolian Spot and said it 
was not an uncommon occurrence among Asians. 
The following is an extract from http://www. 
fwcc.org/mongolianspot.htm. 

"Mongolian Blue Spots are flat birthmarks 
with wavy borders and irregular shapes, common 
among people of Asian, East Indian, African and 
Latino heritage. They may be seen in about 10 
percent of Caucasians to over 90 percent of 
African Americans. Bluish gray to deep brown to 
black skin markings, they often appear on the 
base of the spine...etc. 

"From my observation the Spots are not particu- 
larly noticeable on darker skin but much more so if 
the skin is white (asin the case of my daughter)." 

Copies of Mallat’s 1849 work on the Philip- 
pines, translated from the original French by Pura 
Santillan Castrence, are still available at the Na- 
tional Historical Institute (on T.M. Kalaw Street, 
Manila) which is holding a book sale next week in. 
celebration of History Week. Mallat is a particu- 
larly pleasant read because of the details that 
went into his book. For example he noted that Fil- 
ipinos let their right thumbnail grow, so that men 
could use the nail to play stringed instruments 
and women could use the пай for sewing. 

This is not so common these days, but the late. 
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study of adolescent sexual health. 

Tolman found that "invariably, if unwitting- 
ly, gender stereotypes teach boys and girls 
how they are expected to behave and what 
kind of behavior to expect from one another. 
Behavior based on these stereotypes can, in 
turn, undermine their psychological and sexu- 
al development as well as their nascent at- 
tempts at romance and intimacy.” 

Ав Kott observes: “When girls are afraid to 
take ownership of their sexuality, much is at 
stake: low self-esteem, teen pregnancy, sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases, including HIV, and 
violence such as date rape. 

‘Tolman, however, felt misgivings about fo- 
cusing on the girls’ “empowerment” alone as 
the antidote to risky sexual behavior among 
adolescents, “If we focus only on girls being 
more assertive,” she told Kott, "we're going to 
miss the big player, which is what they believe 
about boys.” 


TO THIS end, Tolman, who directs the Center for 
Research on Gender and Sexuality at San Francis- 
co State University, conducted a new study, fund- 
ed by the Ford Foundation, that broadened the 
scope of her initial investigation. 

Looking into “conventional tions of 
masculinity and он they affect both adolescent 
male and female sexuality,” Tolman set out to in- 
terview an ethnically and socio-economically di- 
verse mix of 244 young men and women in a city 
in the northeastern part of the United States. 
Fifty-two percent of the respondents were white, 
the rest were Latino and biracial. 

Her findings, says Kott, “reveal the tension 
many boys feel about what it means to be a man.” 


Beating the heat 


President Ferdinand Marcos had one overgrown 
nail in his hand. I cannot recall now if it was a 
thumbnail or a pinky nail (which is often used to 
clean one's ears!) 

We cannot leave Mallat without sharing his de- 
scriptions of sleeping habits in the 19th-century 
Philippines. The challenge was how to sleep 
soundly despite the heat and humidity in those 
days when there were no electric fans or air-con- 
ditioning units: 

"One goes to bed in a special dress for the 
night, similar to that of the Indians and very light. 
On the mat is spread a sheet for covering oneself 
and a blanket of Ilocos cotton which is rarely 
used, Cushions are not wanting for on their num- 
ber depends the degree of pleasure and coolness 
enjoyed while sleeping; there is one for every 
limb, and air circulates under and along the 
sides. The cotton cushion, called abrasador, re- 
quires particular description: it is of cylindrical 
shape; its length from 3.5 feet by 10 inches in di- 
ameter; itis more or less hard, according to the 
taste of the person, covered with fine cloth, em- 
broidered or not, to which it owes its coolness. As 
name indicates, its purpose is to be embraced, 
and usually it is placed between the legs and 
arms during sleep. Between the abrasador and 
the body is left a suitable distance for the air to be 

irculate. At first sight, one would think 

to be suffocating instead of re- 
freshing; bur it is the very opposite, as long as one 
knows how to use it. New users have as much dif- 
ficulty getting used to it as those who have grown 


‘Twenty-five boys, ages 13-15, proved to be the 
main sources for Tolman’s study, providing the re- 
searcher with insights into their experiences with 
romantic relationships and sexuality. She began 
interviewing the boys when they were all in the 
eighth grade (the equivalent of first year high 
school here), and then interviewed them again at 
two-year intervals, making it possible to track 
how their views and attitudes toward sexuality 
and romance evolved as they grew older and in- 
teracted with more girls. 

‘Tolman reveals that she was “surprised” by the 

stories the boys told her. “Most said they wanted 
an emotionally close and honest relationship 
with a girl,” writes Коп, while a number also ex- 
pressed reservations about engaging in sex, again 
surprising Tolman. 
“SKATER,” 13, said he wanted a girlfriend who 
would “hang out” with him like a friend and 
share his interests, “...like you don’t just hang 
around them to make out.” 

“Mattla,” 14, confessed: "I used to like girls 
that would just like do stuff and everything 
(making out)...but now I like to have a rela- 
tionship with girls.” 

Some boys, noted Tolman, voiced concerns 
about protection against disease and pregnan- 
су. "It doesn't matter to me...whatever she 
wants to do as long as it's not like sex or going 
all the way or something like that," one boy 
said. And, contrary to myth, Tolman found that 
boys who had sexual relationships “did not ap- 

roach them casually but appreciated the link 
sexual and emotional intimacy.” 

To 3," 14, for example, a French kiss 
(open-mouthed, with tongue action) means he 
and his partner are “going out...being girl- 
friend and boyfriend...that there was love be- 
tween us two.” 

‘But what does “love” mean to a 14-year-old 
oy, or girl, for that matter? And why, if they 
are so hungry for intimacy and desirous of re- 
lationships, do so many young men behave 
crassly, badly and insensitively to the young 
women they go out with? Some answers in to- 
morrow’s column. 


into the habit of doing without it." 

In some homes, 1 still see an abrasador al- 
though it seems to have fallen into disuse proba- 
bly because it is more difficult to store than ordi- 
nary pillows. 

What follows next made me realize how the 
Rizal family slept іп Calamba. You see there are 
only four tiny bedrooms in the reconstructed 
Rizal Shrine: one for the parents of the hero, one 
for Paciano, another for Rizal, and another that 
couldn't have possibly contained the nine Rizal 
girls! Where did they sleep? Probably in the sala 
as described below: 

"In the evening, many families spread an im- 
mense double mat on the floor, on which every- 
body sleeps, each place marked by ones 
abrasador and the four to six pillows belonging to 
him. An immense mosquito net is attached to the 
four corners of the room. It is mainly by choice, 
although there are beds, that one prefers to sleep. 
оп the floor, because itis cooler, so extremely hot 
is it at night. There аге moments when it is in vain 
for one to leave the windows open for one to be 
less stifled. 

"The manner of arranging the pillows at each 
one's disposal, is to place опе under each leg, one 
under each arm, one under the head and one under 
the buttocks, plus the abrasador already mentioned. 
‘The body leans on each of them only at a point, the 
rest lie on empty space, so that air circulates from 
‘everywhere around the body, and one cannot be 
more comfortably and softly bedded, even on the 
floor. During the intense heat of summer, the use of 
the precious abrasador could perhaps be adapted in 
France. We regret very much not being able to give 
in our atlas the representation of a resident of Mani- 
la lying down on his pillows.” 

It’s easier to use a hammock than balancing оп 
a sea of pillows. The above just illustrates that ne- 
cessity is truly the mother of invention. 


Comments are welcome at cocampo@ateneo.edu 
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Beware, too, 
the Фег” months 


MANY older Filipinos have a morbid fear of the month of Au- 
gust, which they associate with misfortune, calamity and 
death. The late Nick Joaquin weaved this dread of August in- 
to his novel "Cave and Shadows," calling it "the month of 
amok, when tempers cracked or crazed,” the collective luna- 
cy attributed to a different kind of heat that comes with the 
rains. “If you feel broiled in March,” Joaquin wrote, “you feel 
boiled in August.” It 
is the month when 
torrential rains fall 
on the hot earth, 
sending out miasmas 
or vapors believed to 
cause Hess, physi- 

and mental, i rti 

Well, not just il- Michael L. Tan $, 

a оа ш з=» 
bered Joaquin's novel while visiting an elderly patient recov- 
ering from a hip fracture, an injury she felt was inevitable 
since it was, after all, August. She and many lolos and lolas 
could rattle off “proof” that August was a bad, malas, month, 
recounting particular Augusts when nature unleashed its 
wrath in typhoons and earthquakes. Then they'd move on to 
man-made cataclysmic events, the most often cited examples 
being the Plaza Miranda bombing on Aug. 21, 1971 and on 
that same date 12 years later, the Ninoy Aquino assassination. 
August 2004 

I will admit 1 сапу a certain dread of August, too. It 
doesn't help being Chinese-Filipino because August also of- 
ten overlaps with the seventh Chinese lunar month, a time 
‘when hungry ghosts are believed to roam the earth looking 
for victims to bring back into the underworld. 

don’t believe in malas or hungry ghosts, but culture is so 
powerful that each time something happens in August, m 
‘gut reaction is to go, “It's that month again.” August 200. 
has been particularly difficult, with a succession of ty- 
phoons—and bloodthirsty humans. It was a month of рез» 
simism, of dire predictions about the Philippine economy 
collapsing. Ў 

Tt was also a month of international terrorism: 12 Nepali. 
hostages executed in Iraq; the usual suicide bombings in Is- 
rael; and, to cap the month, the carnage in the schoolhouse in 
Beslan, Russia, perpetrated by Chechen separatists, resulting, 
in the death of almost 400 hostages, half of them children. 

Its tempting to attribute these events to the quirks of Au- 
gust weather. Yet, August isn't necessarily a month of mías: 
mas in the Middle East or in Russia. August’s ominous aura is 
a Filipino label, read into the month because of our specific 
meteorology. 

Miasmas aside, we could shake our heads and go, “Muslim 
fanaticism.” Now, that kind of interpretation doesn't represent 
тоо much of progress from the “bad August” mind-set. es too 
simplistic, yet its this “fanaticism” explanation which we find 
in most of the media reports around these terrorist attacks. 

Evilin men's hearts 

Let me be clear here: Terrorism is terrorism and can never 
be justified. Beslan was even more repulsive because chil- 
dren were taken hostage and slaughtered. Yet, when you 
think about it, the targeting of children was deliberate. In 
terrorism, the ultimate goal is not the killing; rather, the 
killing is to instill fear and dread among those left behind, 
and to agitate communities to wage war against each other, 
The terrorists knew where it would hurt most. қ 

The evil іп these terrorists! hearts comes through even 
more clearly in the way they chose to attack on the first day 
of classes, The terrorists probably knew all too well the antic- 
{pation that children, and parents, have with each new 
school year. With this attack on Beslan, the first day of school 
takes on new meanings. Never again will schools be thought 
ofas safe havens. 

Yet we know, deep down, it isn’t August's miasmas or “fa- 
naticism" that drive men and women to assassinate, to wire 
school gymnasiums and basketball hoops with explosives. |, 

Beslan was a reminder of an often forgotten civil conflict 
in Russia, There just isn't enough space here to give all the 
details but its important to remember that some 130,000 
Chechen civilians have died in the last decade as Russia tries 
to suppress the independence movement there. Some of 
those terrorists in Beslan were schoolchildren, too, or par- 
ents of schoolchildren at the height of the conflict, and Ihave 
по doubts that the deaths of their own loved ones had so 
‘warped their souls. 

My point is that we will continue to see more Beslans and 
that it will not help to explain these incidents away as the result 
of “fanaticism,” to be quelled with more force and violence. 

It doesn’t help that local and global mass media continue 
to concentrate on the sensational sound and video bites, 
transforming the bloody debacle into an action flick. Only 
once, and it lasted about three minutes, did I catch an inter- 
view with a sharp Russian analyst, on BBC, explaining the 
missing pieces to the Beslan carnage: the corruption of Rus- 
sian police that has allowed repeated terrorist attacks and 
the neglect of Chechnya, with unemployment running as 
high as 80 percent, providing a ready reserve of conscripts 
for the terrorists ranks. There are lessons for Filipinos, too, 
in Chechnya. 

Whose ghosts, whose miasmas? 

Allthat said, actually feel it might be good to retain this idea 
of a dangerous August, at least symbolically. It is important to 
remember the events of August, maybe even with its metaphors 
of miasmas and earthquakes, asking about the events that led 
to the Beslan camage in the same way we try to understand the 
links between the Plaza Miranda bombing in August 1971 and 
Ninoy Aquino's assassination 12 Augusts later. 

If we can strip August of the arcane and the occult, it 
might make us more discerning, too, about the “ber” mnths. 
Мете relieved when September arrives, almost as if it and 
the succeeding "ber" months will bring an end to August's 
misery. 

‘Again, I'll say it's healthy to look forward to the "ber" 
months, together with an anticipation of Christmas. festivi- 
ties and hopes for a new better year. But those hopes need to 
be tempered. Lets not forget that sometimes, September 
brings its share of grief as well. There is, after all, Sept. 21, 
1972 and martial law, an act of terror, too. And then, too; 
there's 9/11, the third anniversary of which we remember 
tomorrow. 

"The "ber" months, or for that matter all the other months, 
are not without their dangers, but remembering the acts of 
terror should not mean making ourselves hostages to evil; 
forcing us to live in a state of siege or allowing ourselves ta 
be drawn into murderous frenzies of vengeance. Taking a 
cue from America's Bush, Russia now talks about "preemp- 
tive" strikes against its enemies, anywhere in the world. All 
this should please Osama bin Laden and other terrorist lead- 
ers; its proof that their tactics do work. 

‘Alas, we create our own hungry ghosts and lethal miasmas, 
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OPINION X 3 сарса 
No need to raise taxes enia SC on 'delayed' Sta. Rosa case = 


LETTERS- à: 1 AM writing with regard to the а] to deliver notices to the parties, 
Agata E 3 5 В = letters of Carmelo Aquino (PDI, the amount of time the lawyers 
1.ВЕС to disagree with Danilo 200,000 population is no longer tions for president, vice president т lids, 4 s - 
Ramos of the Кішап Mag. relevant. Esperlence has shown and senators. Our Comeee will no : VEL Nobel ee ee ee 
bubukid ng Pilipinas when he said ас provincial representation, ir- longer find the urgent need to tase 152 We tal аана eis dde abet 
їй his letter (PDI, 7/22/04) that respective of the size of popula- computerize’ the national ele No link to Ho que Өлік RM ie court an Mtr Gr EE 
Charter change isnot the solution tion, is more appropriate and tions results. delay in deciding the case of Sta. the case is consolidated with other 
шош problems. Оп the contrary practical for us. With 79 Most economically progressive REGARDING the news story head- Rosa Realty Development Corp. v. cases. In the Sta. Rosa case, the 
же have to dothe Cha-cha as soon provinces, plus about 25 party-list countries like Singapore, Malay- lined “Solon hits Pagcor-Stanley Но Court of Appeals, et al. (GR No. Court has to wait until the re: 
as possible—because our present slots, a new parliament will only sia, Japan, Korea, Australia, New  tieup" (PDI, 9/8/04), I would like 112526, 11 August 2004), which quired pleadings have been filed 
Congress is a white eleph: have 104 members. This is a very Zealand, United Kingdom, Italy, to issue the following statement. remains pending 11 years after it by all of the parties to the various 
ing so much of our ideal size which can be accommo- Germany Spain and many more, 1 ат not and I have never been Was filed. consolidated cases. 
sources—resources that could be dated conveniently in the existing аге under the parliamentary form а partner of Jack Lin (or Lin Wei Itis noteworthy thatthe lastres- — Nonetheless, although delay in 
put to better use for more produc- Batasan Building. The Senate of government. Prospective in- Cheng) or his associate Tonya olution issued by the Court in соп. litigation indeed exists, we would 
tive undertakings. does not need to rent a portion of vestors are likely to come from Tong. I have no business dealings nection with the above-mentioned like to assure the public that this 
Our present Congress is com- the GSIS Building at the rate of these countries. Naturally, they and 1 have по connection of any case, required lawyer Elpidio C. concern is being addressed by the 
posed of 260 representatives and P100 million a year. will be more comfortable with kind with Lin or Tong. Garcia, counsel for the respon- Supreme Courts Action Program ' 
24 senators, each of whom gesa Тһе adoption of the federal countrieshaving aformofgovern- УМА respect to Но, I have no dents in the consolidated case of for Judicial Reform, which in- 
pork barrel (Priority Development form of government may give ће mentthat isthe sameas theirs. business dealings or any ongoing Juan В. Amante, et al. v Court of cludes the following projects: ће’ 
Assistance Fund) of P65 millionand wrong impression that we are los- If we are able to reduce the size discussion or negotiation on any Appeals, etal. (GR No. 118838), to Case Flow Management Project: 
P200 million respectively. To some, ing our resolve to keep our repub- of our present Congress and re- business project with him. “show cause why he should not be currently being pilottested in 
their cut of pork barrel can go high- Ес intact. It may just tempt some move national elections, Presi- — I will appreciate your giving  disciplinarily dealt with or held in Pasig City the Camis (Court Ad- 
er, depending on һоуу йозе they are quarters to agitate for their com- dent Macapagal-Arroyo may по this clarification due space in your contempt" for failure to file the ministration Management Infor- 
to the powers that be. Congress plete independence. longer find the need to raise taxes publication. Thank you for your memorandum ` required. This mation System) Project currently 
alone appropriates itself a yearly Another argument in favor of tosupporther 10-pointlegacy. kind attention. shows that the case has not yet being pilot-tested in the National 
budget of about P21 billion. the parliamentary or unicameral —EDGARDO E. BLANCO, —ANDREWL.TAN, been submitted for decision as the Capital Region, and the Juris (Jus- 
“Тһе old concept of having one form is the absence of the expen- ‘2 Aguila cor. Dizon Streets, chairandpresident, pieadings are not yet complete. | tice Reform Initiatives Support) 
district representative for every sive and wasteful national elec- Philamlife Village, Las Piñas City Litigation is a process that in- Project currently being pilot-test- 
volves not just the courts but the ed іп San Fernando and Bacolod 
TD * parties and their counsels. Thus, it City. 
T + SERT s 3| cannotbe said that the pace of liti- —SOFIA GRACE L. ANGELES, 
: pe Ares: : $ gation is totally within a courts courtattorney 4, 
арыш ы Ием = 5% p £3] control. There are many factors to PublicInformation Office, 


\ 24) consider, such as the amount оѓ Supreme Court ofthe Philippines, 
4 | > 4 > time it takes the postmaster gener- Padre Faura Street, Manila 


The populist pitfall 


THE POLITICAL events unfolding фе poor, government and the ju- 
im Venezuela should serve as а  diciary have kept on suppressing 
wake-up call for Philippine offi- the price of electricity, resulting in 
cials who are enamored with pop- artificially low rates which, ironi- 
ulist policies in the mistaken no- cally, the government eventually 
tion that they are the only way to has to shoulder anyway. 
build a robust economy. In the final analysis, this setup 
Apparently, Venezuelan Presi- has been counterproductive. The 
dent Hugo Chavez has indulged in is, investors are already shy- 
massive social subsidies bank- ing away from the local power in- 
T rolled by oil fevenues to maintain dustry. With no new generation 
acr ғ Ўл SI his popularity among the masses projects оп stream, another po- 
f ls Ts pue МММ lalarii a ше) % 5 4 and perpetuate himself in power. — tentially devastating power crisis 
AI ails Toad ty your MSSM alaras wa vairat оте 2119 ANNIVER E cen antral 
wit UE А ШАШ RATES amd Bue Ie f 22810923, gir ii lan leader has created a culture of What’s more, the budget deficit 
ийй АШ AFM OMS ШШ ШАГ lef PMNS TS ^ 2] пишет meiner (Мый тт ana de 
[3 ч ачи 1 ài a iia Santei ihe ULI dies and doles to the consterna- of a fiscal crisis are growin 
myst atitin Heats: ayar yn a ЇЙ Santed uid fill 1 + E I E AT z 
Hm у т es of society, the business commu- | Actually the government can 
yg! а nity, in particular, which believe do more to improve the plight of 
that revenues from their country’s the poor by allowing the economy 
[ W A Ба Р E rich oil deposits should have been — to fully develop. One effective way 
OW AS 


used for infrastructure and other of doing this is to foster a business 
r development projects. climate conducive to investments. 
қыш г То some extent, the political These investments, іп turn, will 
b situation in Venezuela is similar spur economic growth. 
tothe Philippines. In the local set- ^ Philippine policymakers, hope- 
ting, some government officials, fully, should learn a lesson from 
pseudo-consumerists, left-lean- the Venezuelan experience and 
ing groups and—from time to makethe right policy decisions be- 
time, the judiciary—have the fore it becomes too late to save our 
predilection to uphold populist country from disastrous ruin. 
policies. —MAGDALENO MALLARI, 
One classic case is: for fear of 551 Pureza St, 
hurting and courting the anger of Sta. Mesa, Manila 


On President's China 
visit with family members 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo deserves the barbs. It now appears that 
she is the first to turn her back on her own call for austerity. Sounds fa- 
miliar? People in the lower strata of our society —who hardly can afford 
three full meals a day—will never understand a state visit cum family 
vacation. Even if she paid for the trips personally, she is our President 24 
hours a day. Even in her private moments, whatever she does, she is our 
President. But, it 

seems, she does not 


gerthis. Voices 


This goes for all 

government person- ON INQ7.NET 

nel. They are seen as Ж 

representatives of the 

people. One night, on my way home from a wake—it was 15 minutes 
past midnight—I saw a government-issued car assigned to а councilor 
in Mandaluyong parked in front of a new night spot right across the mu- 
nicipal hall. 1 do not think the car (SFX 748) was there for lack of park- 


——— h, ing space in the municipal hall complex. Just like the President, the 
н councilor does not get it, too. 


1 played golf in Tagaytay last weekend, and there 1 saw a barangay 
(neighborhood) vehicle from Quezon City—the SB markings clearly 
identified it- making the rounds with family members on board. Obvi- 
PLUS AS ously, they do not get i, too. 
То avoid confusing the public, 1 suppose the government vehicles 
P15 0t AS should be marked clearly, "POR OFFICIAL USE ALSO." 


000 Ballpens, notepads, staplers, scissors, paper sheets, copying ser- 

vices, these and more are government property that must be used for 
WORTH dr FREE official use only. Not for school use, not for your personal correspon- 
dence. These are small things, but they add up to a lot of money. Bil- 
lions of pesos. A Mongol No. 2 pencil, a Pajero, a trip overseas, what's 
the difference? Get it?—Roberto Vicencio, 709 Coronado St., Man- 
daluyong City, via e-mail 


Itis heartening to hear that our President was able to get funding for 
needed projects in the Philippines. 1 believe that one of the most impor- 
tant projects is one that hopefully would link Luzon, Visayas and Min- 
danao. This project will enable farmers to sell their products to areas 
that need them. I firmly believe that our prosperity lies with farmers 
who are in need of funding and who toil in their farms with little relief. 
Moreover, the government should see to it that the property rights of all 
people are protected —Eduardo T. Ibañez, 5575 Via Vallarta Yorba 
Linda, CA 928887, via e-mail 


In these days of austerity, the President should not have brought 

N | 55 АМ along her family to China—whether or not the government paid for the 
trip is immaterial —Baloy Areval, California, USA, via e-mail 

‘The actuations of the officials of the Arroyo administration are 

> EYS aa | quite disturbing. What they say contradicts what they do. They say 

M -— === "m F there is a fiscal crisis and call on us to save. But we see on television 

[D ne “заттын жыныма | that not even the highest leader of the land heeds the call for austerity. 

soles area Mid 1 mean, it did not matter that her personal money was used for the 

о PEE trud sess ета | travel expenses of the members of her family (including the maids’). 

Emcee" edm мөн y > | She has been begging around for money to save the government from 


Бе LEM d a fiscal crisis. What will Filipinos say?—Ferdinand Ramirez, Cainta, 
[d аласа 2 Rizal via e-mail 
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NPA owns up to slay of rival reb leader 


; MASS APPEAL 
Тез а scene repeated every year. Hundreds of Catholics flock to the Naga Metropolitan 
Cathedral to touch or even carry the image of the Divino Rostro, one of the icons during. 


DPWH 
stands by 
cement 
brand ban 


THE ISSUE is public 
safety, more than the 
loss of jobs. 

This was the reac- 
tion of a consumers 
group to reports that 
а cement manufac- 
turer has petitioned 
for the lifting of the 
ban on its cement 
product. 

Solid Сетелс 
Corp. (SCC), makers 
of Island Cement, 
маз reported to have 
sought government 
reconsideration of a 
ban from the market 
of Island Cement, 
claiming that the ban 
will lead to a stop in 
the produetion of the 
cement and the loss 
of hundreds of jobs. 

Island Cement was 
banned from the mar- 
ket by the Depart 
ment of Trade and In- 
dusty after reports 
by the Department of 
Public Works and 
Highways — showed 
that the cement has 
more often than not 
failed in quality tests, 

The DPWH always 
subjects materials to 
be used in infrastruc- 
ture projects to quali- 
ty tests and disallows 
use of materials that 
fail, Reports from the 
DPWH Bureau of Re- 
search and Standards 
showed that since 
1991, Island Cement. 
has almost always 
failed che tests. 

SCC questioned the. 
DPWH findings, alleg- 
ing that the industry 
has better testing fa- 
cilities that show Is- 
land Cement to be 
"superior" in quali. 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—The New People’s Army (NPA) on Panay Island has 
owned up to the killing on Aug. 22 of Daniel “Mokong” Batoy, 
Western Visayas commander of the breakaway Revolutionary 
Proletarian Army-Alex Boncayao Brigade (RPA-ABB). 


Inan e-mailed statement, the NPAs 
Coronacion Chiva “Waling-Waling” 
Command said Batoy was “justly pun- 
ished for his counter-revolutionary 
andanti-people criminal acts.” 


The NPA- command said Batoy’s” 


"gravest crime" was leading a mutiny 
ofa bulk of the NPA in Panay in 1993 
against the regional command and 
"traitorously conniving with the (mil- 
itary and police) ..." 

Julian Paisano, the command's 
spokesperson, accused Batoy of being 
involved in the RPA-ABB raid on an 
NPA unit on May 21, 2001 in Baran- 
gay Osorio, Culasi town in Antique. 

‘Two NPA rebels, Rowena Torrato 
and Manny Oderio, were killed and 
two others were seriously wounded 
in the clash, Paisano said, 


Batoy, 45, and daughter Diana 
Jane, 16, were shot dead on Aug. 22 
in Barangay Tina in Makato town in 
Aklan. Three armed men on a motor- 
cycle drove alongside the motorcycle 
Batoy was driving and fired at them 
while the victims were on their way 
from the capital town of Kalibo to Iba- 
jay, 40 km away. 

Paisano said Batoy was also in- 
volved in other "criminal acts" includ- 
ing the killing of landowner Juanito 
Lutero of Janiuay town and the al- 
leged kidnapping of mountaineer Leo 
Victor Gutierrez who disappeared in 
February 2003 in Culasi town, An- 
tique. 

These accusations have been re- 
peztedly denied by the RPA-ABB. 

Arturo Tabara, chair of Rebolusyo- 


naryong Partido ng Manggagawa- 
Pilipinas (RPMP), hailed Batoy as a 
“staunch defender of the working 
masses.” 

Tabara told the Inquinse in an earll-* 
er interview that Batoy' killers were 
“criminals who are anti-people and 
anti-peace.” 

"Batoy has done a great service 
since he joined the revolutionary 
movement in 1976. He made a lot о 
sacrifice to expand the party and the 
RPA-ABB,” said Tabara, former chief 
of the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines (CPP) in the Visayas. 

He said they would not launch retal- 
jatory attacks against the NPA. "But we 
cannot always stop the people from, 
punishing the murderers,” he said. 

‘The RPA-ABB and its political wing 
RPMP broke away from the CPP and 
the NPA in 1992 over ideological dif- 
ferences. It signed a peace pact with: 
the government in December 2000. 

In the same statement, the NPA apol- 
ogized for the death of Batoy's daugh- 
ter Diana Jane and of Meliton Fortin 
saying their deaths were unintentional. 


C. Luzon execs predict ‘bad dengue year’ 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Floods 
plus a three-year strain cycle equals 
bad dengue year. 

‘With this forecast, Dr. Eric Tayag, as- 
sistant regional director of the Depart- 
ment of Health in Central Luzon, ad- 
vised residents and local governments 
in the region to ensure the best sanitary 
conditions in still flooded villages. 

Tayag, airing the advisory through a 
local cable channel, said the new 
dengue strain was anticipated this year. 

According to him, the three-year 
cycle, which began during the 2001 
epidemic, had lapsed. 

The new strain, called "Dengue 4” 
but is still borne by the mosquito 
aedes aegypti, "does not immune 
those previously made ill by the past 
three strains," he said. 

‘The signs of a "bad" dengue year 
have surfaced, Tayag said. 

Already, the 1,143 cages mostly 
monitored in Tarlac and Pampanga 
from January to August, have exceed- 


ed last year's cases by 10 percent. 

Dengue had also claimed five lives 
in the two provinces, he said. 

“We'd like to be several steps ahead 
in curbing a potential outbreak,” he 
told the IQuiRzA. 

“The dengue-bearing mosquito breeds 
in dean water that residents in still 
flooded villages have stocked in con- 
taines. Rainwater that accumulate just 
about everywhere—spouts, plant pots, 
tires and even pails used to store water 
for household needs—are easy breeding 
‘grounds of cartier mosquitoes, he said. 

Poor sanitation and lack of water 
supply in flooded villages make resi- 
dents more vulnerable to diseases, in- 
cluding dengue, Tayag said. 

He said Dr. Ethelyn Nieto, DOH re- 
gional director, had mobilized gov- 
ernment health workers since last 
week to assess which of the flooded 
villages have no regular garbage col- 
lection and potable sources of water. 

Villages with dirty floodwaters like 


in San Simon, Pampanga, have also 
been reached, he said. 

“Floodwaters (in coastal villages) 
are receding because of evaporation, 
not due to draining,” Tayag said. Clean 
water that people store are the breed- 
ing places of dengue carriers, he said. 

He said more dengue cases are go- 
ing to surface after a month, the ex- 
pected incubation period of the 
strain, in flooded areas. 

In the health advisory aired on Mon- 
day, the DOH advised residents to en- 
sure the safety of stored water either by 
boiling it for a maximum of two min- 
utes or by treating it with chlorine 
granules. A teaspoon of the granule is 
good for five gallons of water, he said. 

Reports received by the DOH said 
water distribution agencies have re- 
sumed normal operations. 

Tayag said water is being rationed 
in houses and two evacuation centers 
in Paniqui, Tarlac. Tonette Orejas,, 

` PDI Central.Luzon Desk 


The wonders of hybrid technology. 
Only TCL Truflat gives you these 
Five Superior Smart Features: 


Ш Message Reminder 
that lets you write messages 


on theTV screen. 


и Digital Curtain Power On 
that simulates a movie screen. 


п DVD Component Input / S-Video 
for film-like realism. 


п Full Stereo 
for true-to-life sound. 


Daily 


Biological ' 
Clock 
that works like 
Feng Shui. 


Plus, other innovations you can expect 
only from the world's biggest TV 
manufacturer, TCL. 
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DAR inept, 
corrupt, 
farmers say 
during rally 


By Romy G. Amarado 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—More than 
100 agrarian reform beneficiaries 
(ARBs) picketed Wednesday the 
premises of the provincial office of 
the Department of Agrarian Re- 
form (DAR) here to dramatize 
their frustration at the continued 
delay of their installation on the 
lands that were awarded to them. 

The group, belonging to the 
Alyansa Negros Alang sa Tinuo- 
ray nga Repormang Agraryo (Ne 
gros Alliance for Genuine Agrari- 
ап Reform), carried placards and 
streamers condemning DAR 
provincial officials for allegedly 
taking sides with landowners and 
for alleged negligence, ineptness 
and corruption, 

Efren Candia, Alyansa chair, said 
some 206 ARBs of the 600-hectare 
sugar and corn estate Trinidad Val- 
ley in Vallahermoso town, 145 km. 
north of here and owned by the 
Ledesmas, were issued Certificate 
of Land Ownership Awards 
(CLOAs) in 1998 but not a single 
ARB was installed on the land de- 
spite previous promises made by 
the provincial officials of DAR. 

Deodarwin Dacula, spokesper- 
son of the Bayawan Agrarian Re- 
form Beneficiaries Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative, said he and other 13 
ARBs of a 41-hectare rice and sugar 
land in Barangay Nangka, Bayawan 
City, 102 km south of here, were is- 
sued CLOAs in 1995 but they were 
never installed on the land. 


Other concerns 

The protesters also raised oth- 
er issues such as over valuation of 
Jand, ejection and harassment. 

Datu Yusof Mama, DAR regional 
director for Central Visayas, admit- 
ted in а press conference here 
Wednesday the delay in the installa- 
tion of many ARBs but said the main 
obstacle was the strong resistance of 
landowners who employed security 
personnel to guard their properties. 

"We cannot afford to endanger 
the lives of the ARBs and person- 
nel of DAR. We need the support. 
of the police and the army to in- 
stall the beneficiaries as what 
happened in other hotly contest- 
ed areas where the ARBs were in- 
stalled,” Mama said. 


No escorts 

He also raised the difficulty in 
getting police or army escorts in 
some areas, especially when po- 
litical or influential families own 
the contested properties. “That is 
why we need the support of the 
media to help get the support of 
the police and the army,” he said. 

Provincial Agrarian Reform Of- 
ficer (Paro) Stephen Leonidas said 
їп some instances, conflict among 
potential ARBs as to who should 
qualify as beneficiaries contribut- 
ed to the delay in the installation. 

Mama, in a dialogue with the 
protesters, asked for their under- 
standing and cooperation and for 
more time to allow the DAR to 
solve their problems. 

Mama also said on the allega- 
tions of corruption, it should be 
lodged before the Ombudsman. 

Achilles Boloc-boloc, of the Ne- 
gios Federation of Agrarian Re- 
form Beneficiaries Organization, 
a member of the Alyansa, said the 
ARBs would give the DAR two 
months to address their concern. 

“We will be coming back here, 
with other forms of protest if the 
provincial DAR office makes no 
progress in addressing our con- 
cerns,” Boloc-boloc said. 


BACOLOD CITY—Some con- 
cemed lawyers of Bacolod are 
calling on the Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines-Negros Occiden- 
tal Chapter to convene the IBP 
and make a stand on the recent 
increases in legal fees. 

Twenty-four lawyers wrote a 
letter to Gilfredo Geolingo,- IBP- 
Negros president, saying they 
agreed with other lawyers in the 
country who urged the Supreme 
Court, through the IBP to sus- 
pend and review the newly man- 
dated increase in legal fees. 

"This imposition of the newly 
mandated legal fees is drastic 
and inconsistent with the pre- 


M oes S PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - ~~ 


Across the NATION 
800 PERCENT INCREASE 


Bacolod lawyers seek action on legal fees 


vailing economic conditions of 
our country and will certainly 
bring adverse effects to the 
rights of litigants, especially 
among the marginal ones in their 
pursuit of justice,” they said in 
the letter. 

The new schedule of fees, 
among others, raised to P2,000 
the marriage license fee that used 
to cost P300 only. 

The fee for appeal for remedies 
rose from P500 to P3,500; natu- 
ralization of citizenship, from 
P2,000 to P10,000; and annul- 
ment ог legal separation, from 
P200 to P3,000. 

The lawyers said some couples 


might opt to continue “living in 
біп” because marriage has be- 
come expensive following the in- 
crease in marriage license fee. 

"Has the government become 
a private enterprise by increas- 
ing the fees from 200 percent to 
800 percent or more?" they 
asked. 

They added there are continu- 
ing increases of judicial fees until 
November 2006 “notwithstand- 
ing the fact that we háve not 
even fully understood the politi- 
cal and economic repercussions 
of the increased "cost of jus- 
tice.” 

The lawyers said the law is 


not a trade or a craft but a pro- 
fession, with the basic ideal of 
rendering public service and se- 
curing justice for those who 
seek its aid. 

“This obligation is not an easy 
task, and its performance is made 
difficult by the ever-growing 
pressure of commercialism in all 
fields of human endeavor,” the 
lawyers sai 

The IBP in Cebu City earlier 
passed a resolution urging the 
Supreme Court to review and re- 
consider its new ruling on the im- 
position of the new rate of legal 
fees under Rule 141 of the Rules 
of Court. 


ayer 


TOOTÉSOBSUNO PD OFTEN ZO 
Ап unidentified scavenger searches through piles of trash on Session Road in Baguio City for whatever leftover food she could salvage as 
а delivery man pushes near her trays of freshly baked bread. 


Exec says SSS needs contribution hike to survive 


DAVAO CITY—An official of the 
Social Security System (555) de- 
fended the need to increase the 
amount of members’ contribution 
because the current amount is 
not enough to sustain the agen- 
суз operations. 

An independent study commis- 
sioned by the SSS recommended 
an increase of 22 percent in mem- 
bers’ contributions to bridge the 
gap between collection and dis- 
bursements. 

Eddie Jara, head of SSS 
Visayas and Mindanao opera- 


tions, said the increase will be 
stretched over a six-year period. 

He said the current financial 
liquidity of the 555 will not be 
sustained especially with the ris- 
ing number of their members 
whoarerretiring. 

“The population is slowly ag- 
ing, many people are reti 
while the number of new cont 
butions is slow," he said. 

Sen. Manuel Villar earlier 
soughtan investigation of the lig- 
uidity of the pension fund follow- 
ing the proposed increase in con- 


tributions. 

Villar said employers will be 
the hardest hit in the proposed in- 
crease in contributions from 16 to 
22 percent. 

Ап actual valuation of the 555 
in the year 2000 has placed the 
life span of SSS to the year 2040 
but a study by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
‘World Bank (WB) paints a bleak- 
er scenario. 

“If there will be no administra- 
tive reforms, the funds of the SSS 
will be exhausted by 2015,” he 


said. 

He said the one percent in- 
crease in contributions from 8.5 
percent to 9.5 percent of the basic 
salary has effectively extended 
the life span of the SSS to another 
six years. 

He said that SSS has the lowest. 
amount of contributions com- 
pared to social security agencies 
of other countries. Singapore col- 
lects about 30 percent while 
Malaysia and China, 23 percent. 

Joel Escovilla, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


Navarrete runs amuck with fists after wife leaves him 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY— 
Alone and dejected, the Bad 
Boy of Philippine boxing went 
amok on Wednesday, driving 
several persons renting spaces 
in his house to scamper for 
safety. 

Former World Boxing Council 
junior lightweight champ Ro- 
lando Navarrete punched and 
kicked the walls and everything 
he saw inside his house, 
prompting the occupants to run 
outside and seek police assis- 
tance. 


In an interview with Navar- 
rete, he said he was just de- 
pressed due to the departure of 
his live-in partner Elizabeth Tam- 
bon. 

Tambon abandoned the former 
boxing champ on Monday after 
being battered due to altercations 
over trivial matters. 

The woman, who tried to en- 
dure Lando's erratic behavior 
for about a year, went to her 
hometown іп Tampakan, 
South Cotabato to start a new 
life. 


Union-busting takes new form 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—For 
allegedly stealing a bathroom 
deodorizer worth P29, a worker 
at the Bataan Export Zone was 
dismissed from his job and ar- 
{rested on Tuesday at the Nation- 
al Labor Relations Commission. 
"here. 
, The case of Reynante 
Dumapias, 29, spelled a new 
tack in preventing workers from 
"organizing and forming unions, 
according to Benjie Delgado, 
ipresident of the Qualitek Delta 
Labor Association. 

"Aside from falsely accusing 
„us. . . the company also filed 
criminal cases against 
"They are ‘crimina 
union,” Delgado told the IN- 


QUIRER on Thursday. 

He said the company coun- 
tered labor cases with criminal 
charges. He said Qualitek work- 
ers began organizing in Febru- 
ary to initially demand a re- 
sumption in the supply of laun- 
dry soaps. The soaps are used to 
wash off lead from their over- 
alls. The company, owned by a 
Thai-American, manufactures 
soldering materials and chemi- 
cals. 

Dumapias had been em- 
ployed as a technician in the 
firm for five years, earning Р275 
for a day's work, Like less than 
50 workers, Dumapias said he 
joined the union when the 
‘wages stopped increasing and 


benefits were withheld begin- 
ning 2000. 

He denied the charges, saying 
he bought the deodorizer for his 
newly rented room in Mariveles, 
Bataan, just outside the BEZ, the 
forerunner of economic zones in 
Asia. 

On Tuesday, as he, his fellow 
union members and an NLRC 
arbiter were discussing a case 
for "massive illegal dismissal, 
union busting and illegal lock- 
out,” a certain PO2 Leonardo 
Sanggalang came and served 
the arrest warrant оп 
Dumapias. 

The policeman, assigned at 
the Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Unit, was in civilian 


Navarette said he loves Eliza- 
beth so much and wanted her 
back. The woman, however, 
vowed not to live with him 
again. 

She claimed that the former 
ring idol is not just a wife-beater 
butalso a very jealous lover. 

For more than a year, Eliza- 
beth, said she tried to endure 
Navarrete’s tantrums that sent 
her several times to the hospi- 
tal. 

But after the latest violence she 
suffered in the hands of che for- 


mer boxer, Elizabeth said it was 
all over and that she was starting 
anew life. 

“After ай, fm still young. 1 
could still find someone who 
would love and treat me fairly as 
a person," she said. 

But it was not only Elizabeth 
who left Navarette behind. His 
house renters had asked police 
escorts to claim their personal be- 
longings from Navarrte's resi- 
dence in Llido Subdivision here. 

Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


in criminal charges 


clothes. 

Delgado said he saw Sang- 
galang usher Dumapias to a car 
reportedly owned and used by 
the company. Dumapias was 
held from 11-a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
Camp Tolentino in Balanga City 
and at the Mariveles jail 

Dumapias posted a P1,000 
bail from donations of BEZ 
workers, Delgado said. 

Five union leaders, including 
Delgado, were charged with 

ied theft that they denied 


‘The rest of the union mem- 
bers have been put on forced 
leave without pay and re- 
trenched last August. 

"We see these as part of efforts 


of the company to undermine 
our legitimate demands" he 
said. 

Sought for comment, the 
company referred the matter to 
its lawyer, Dionisio Tejero. А 
company secretary said Tejero 
was not in the office. 

Qualitek did not give the con- 
tact numbers to Eduardo Ama- 
do, the general manager. 

Asked if its filing criminal cas- 
es against protesting union lead- 
ers and members has become a 
trend among companies in Cer 
tral Luzon, Labor Regional Di- 
rector Josefino Torres said: "We 
sce that occurring every now 
and then.” Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


Last Aug. 30, at least 200. 
lawyers іп Cebu City staged a 
‘mass action in front of the С 
Justice Marcelo Fernan Hall of 
Justice to express their opposi- 
tion to the increase in legal fees. 

Chief Justice Hilario Davide 
Jr. earlier said the Supreme 
Court en banc would review the 
new rates in legal fees after be- 
ing furnished the IBP resolu- 
tion. 

He, however, denied that the 
new rates were “onerous” as the 
High Tribunal studied the matter 
thoroughly before making a rul- 
ing. Carla Gomez, PDI Visayas 
Bureau 


Pastors wield 
influence in 
Baguio City 
gov't affairs 


BAGUIO CITY—Pastors of reli- 
gious denominations identified 
with the Christian political party 
Bangon Pilipinas, are being eased 
out of the city government after 
critics accused them of influenc- 
ing local policy, the INQuint was 
told on Tuesday. 

The pastors are volunteer 
workers of Mayor Braulio Yara- 
non, who ran a populist cam- 
paign in May that attacked cor- 
ruption and the entry of a casino 
at Camp John Hay. 

The city council is investigat- 
ing reports that Voltaire Acosta, 
опе of Yaranon's associates and 
an official of the Council for the 
Restoration of Filipino Values 
(САРУ), had confronted a city 
employee of the local treasury of- 
ficeovera citizen's complaint. 

The CREV is one of five volun- 
teer groups who were accredited. 
to conduct anti-corruption train- 
ings nationwide by the Office of 
the Ombudsman. 


Dictates 

Complaints have also emerged : 
from division chiefs and employ- 
ees about instances when Yara- 
moms volunteers dictated how 
critical operational matters will 
proceed under the new adminis-: 
tration. A councilor blamed the 
pastors for efforts to stop the 
staging of the annual Miss Baguio 
beauty pageant this month. 

А month after Yaranon as- 
sumed office, division heads al- 
ready protested that they were 
being forced into attending 
prayer rallies that they claimed 
меге made to appear as values 
formation seminars. 

“We wanted to tell them that 
there is separation of church and 
state in this city. We had the free- 
dom to choose our religion. We 
should not be forced to listen to 
their preaching,” a city official 
said Wednesday. 

Rabindranath Quilala, secre- 
tary to the mayor, said most of 
these complaints were “products 
of miscommunication.” 

But Quilala acknowledged that 
Yaranon's political enemies are 
exploiting these complaints. 

“These are very calculated 
moves 10 remove the pastors 
from office," he said. 

Quilala said the first “casualty” 
was lawyer Alex Bangsoy, Bangon 
Pilipinas coordinator for Baguio 
during Villanueva's campaign. 

Yaranon appointed Bangsoy 
twice as city legal officer, but 
councilors identified with the 
mayors predecessor, Bernardo 
Vergara, refused to endorse him, 
Quilala said. 


"Romans:13" 

He said his own appointment 
had been criticized by some coun- 
cilors because he led a public 
street campaign to oust a рау 
parking firm, whose operations 
were legitimized by the previous 
council through an ordinance. 

Quilala and Acosta are found- 
ing members of "Romans:13," а 
group of pastors that criticized 
Bangon Pilipinas standard bearer 
Eduardo Villanueva for not con- 
ceding to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo after the elections. 

Quilala said Yaranon recon- 
ciled his group and Villanueva's 
supporters when the mayor as- 
sumed office. 

"The Inquinen source in the city 
government said the pastors were 
influencing all of Yaranon's offi- 
cial transactions. Vincent 
Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 
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Rains soak royal couple GMA takes Learjet | 
but it was not Bolkiab's | 


in ‘wedding of the year’ жеме reser 


Brunei, This is very important 
Roger Margallo, INQUIRER because the heads of state of 
photographer at the Ninoy Asean are there. They are all 
m— Site UU - Aquino International Airport, sponsors.” 
and fabulously wealthy ruler of mcs 5 e $ said the aircraft was owned by М8 Arroyo was “not an ordi- 
350,000 subjects—wed Sarah ш eru A й 3 j == анды Ж дда АЕ пау а, өй 
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= Бо 00 реви ui Жы? кене i t “Available on а rental basis,” sponsors. recall during the f: 
mony at Istana Nurul Iman, the B4 wee жзне 5 Pes Scenery. time of President Ramos 
1,788-room main palace. К. 1 ch б i Ignacio Bunye, the jet was said [when another son of the sul- 
Some observers likewise I Qo 4 i to be the same onethat Ms Ar- tan was wed], all the heads of 
dubbed the event the continents i i C o e оше EE: 
grandest nuptials since 1993, MET шеси. 
when Japan's Crown Prince lc rara 
Naruhito married Masako Owa- 2 к д е 
da, also a commoner. js 5 : Я à 
‘The groom, educated at Ox- ©з Қаны Deut Bec NE ms 
ford as is customary with royal s У А аат 
family members in this former aa К 4 6003 at 6:45. 
British colony, will be the 30th y 2 B | Som Vilamor Ah 
sultan in a line stretching back Я қ mde la Pansy Cl 
600 years, | КАН 
A i j | Ñ h a ‘THE LEAR jet 60, piloted by Capt. J.R. Julla 
Gold-and-diamond bouquet Ш 7 1 A ERU ME | ied by Fist Cem ith President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
Brunei's opulent traditions $ Misel е party on board, takes off for Brunei on 
were on full display at the river- uh oy ‘Thursday, ROGERMARGALLO 
side palaces — pealcceilinged Aw коны са. 4 uie 
d ues parcunt NP NN ; 5 rity Group chief Col. Delfin state were sponsors," Ermita. + 
sperm codo Д 3 ҚЫ Қ Bangitandheraidedecamp. said. "You might consider 
MALI tby eiim han, ; Be ; Қара. à А Fokker 28 plane carrying this an official function. This 
қара agit ad rae um a Cur др Ms Arroyo's staff had taken off trip is necessary [in] per- 
yel А A. Jr б minutesearlier з треке PNIS her funcion as head 
з Е pn ) his is a private jet. There ofstate." 
ана азга баты Ше ЕА Ў E Ў was no Lear jet from the Sul- — Did this mean the govern- 


dered blue suit, a gold crown and = б тен tan,” Bangit clarified. | ment was shouldering the ex- 
i ku dagger e a ike be CLUTCHING a gold-and-diamond bouquet, the teenage princess walks down the aisle with her husband Ms Arroyo, dressed in а penses for the trip? 


gash to тир golden thrones on "ferthenuptials. They wore matching suits embroidered with gold thread, reves | simple blue pantsuit, shook Ніз, answer was indirect. 


я В E д п hands with the ambassador "If you are invited to a wed- 
the dais, The bride emerged from Japan's Naruhito, Bahrain's King The bride's father isa manager ries scheduled for three nights, \ If y І 
а stateroom, more than an hour Натай, the Duke of Gloucester at the public works department. winding up two weeks of festivi- of Brunel and a handful a ding, are you going to ask + 
behind schedule, and joined her Prince Richard and PrinceBandar Her mother, the former Suzanne ties. aen presen А. де, ошт Nose to lend you his cat 
groom. of Saudi Arabia arrived and took Афу from а village outside Тһе Brunei ruling family’s ex- | Planeside sendoff. Ste spent so you сап go to his wed- 
"he prince placed a hand on their seats in  gold-trimmed Zurich, came to Brunei in the travagance is legendary. The | Spinaoia National Police пв? : 
Sarah's diamond tiara as Muslim 19705 ав а nurse and worked at sultan was the world's richest | Philippine National Police It could not be ascertained 
marriage prayers were recited. the health ministry. She wore а man before the advent of the | Director General Edgar Agli. either if the President had paid 
She was radiant in an embroi- dents Macapagal-Arroyo of the blue veil and traditional Malay high-tech era when selfmade | Bay ane Ехесішіне Ony Ihe ond af the palatial Empire 
dered blue dress and veil that Philippines and Megawati dressatthe wedding. billionaires arose, and before a ero ва, Оту the) Ном, hee We ш heads 
matched his suit, and clasped а Sukamoputri of Indonesia, and series of financial blunders | tO, Plus Armed Forces of state and royal guests were , 
gold-and-diamond bouquet. Af- Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Tab under wraps blamed on his younger brother, | Chief of Staff Gen. Narciso booked. 
ter the centuries-old ceremony Badawi of Malays "The wedding tab, like all of Prince Jefri, in the 1990s cost | Abayawere the ranking offi- Colonel Bangit would not 
that took under 15 minutes, the Singapore, which has closehis- Brunei's tightly held finances, has (һе kingdom an estimated 0667 | 444 рела ,,, Say exactly how big Ms Ar- 
couple descended the dais and toric links with Brunei, sent а not been disclosed. billion in losses. rer a е can Шо. пауз ura iere 
kissed the зап hand in asking powerpacked delegation—-new An extravagant weddingban- Jefri, now living im Europe, | САНПА, Airport at 8150 to point out that the Lear jet 
for his blessing. Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong quet will be held this evening. was not present at the ceremony. | teo hours to Bashen up and could seat no more than seven 
Before the start ofthe nuptials, and former Prime Ministers Goh This will be followed by a fire. Itwas unclear whether he was in- | 500 hours to freshen up and passengers, and the Fokker no 


а. 21- ип salute sounded as Chok Tongand Lee Kuan Yew. works display, the first in a se- e унн uos MR бе thes 


of Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee President was also set to meet 
Billah Bolkiah and commoner with the head of the 10-mem- 
Sarah Sellah at the main ber Brunei delegation to an in- 
palace. ternational team monitoring 
The First Couple will also. the peace talks between Mani- 
attend the royal wedding la and the Moro Islamic Libera- 
banquet tonight, and will be tion Front. 
back in Manila just after mid- He didn’tcall tan official di- 
night. alogue, though. "Is just like 
Ermita told reporters this [any] wedding, where you дес 
was one social invitation that to talk to а lot of people,” he 
the President could not af- said. 
ford to ignore despite her re- Meanwhile, Ermita said, Ms 
peated calls for austerity Arroyo again designated Vice 
measures, especially in gov- President Noli de Castro as 
ernment. government caretaker, to “act 
“What is happening in our for and in her behalf” during 
country cannot be used as а her absence. 
controlling factor for events Вис there were no “delicate 
іп other countries. This is matters” at hand that could not. 
their wedding. Are we going wait for Ms Arroyo's return, he 
to tell them to postpone the noted. 
wedding because we have "Аз usual, I will run the of- 
austerity measures?" Ermita fice, take care of administra- 
said, tive matters and prepare doc- 
Er... of course not. uments to be signed. The im- 
Ermita continued: "Is easy portant ones I already asked 
to criticize but these trips are her to sign yesterday,” Ermita 
necessary. This is to attend the said. 


Indonesian President Megawati Sukarnoputri. 


25 of 236 solons willing to abolish pork barrel 


From page Al the 8th Congress, said he wanted Defensor (Lakas, 3rd dist, Iloilo), ask them if they would like the 1997 to 2003, P748.65 billion Cayetano, whose father, the 
Congress to focus on legislation Del de Guzman (Lakas, Marikina), government to stop building was due to “non-budgetary ac- late бел. Rene Cayetano, died of 
Ina letter to Speaker Jose de and the executive department to Raul del Mar (Lakas, tst dist, Cebu classrooms, roads and hospitals counts and assumed liabilities liver cancer complications last 
Venecia dated Sept. 7, the con- pursue and implement vital pro- City), Teofisto Guingona Ш (LDR for a year, everybody would say and lending to corporations,” year, said she wanted to make 
gressmen led by Rep. Agapito jects nationwide. 2nd dist, Bukidnon), Robert no,” hesaid ina statement. meaning mostly the GOCCs’ un- иге Filipinos would be protected 
“Butz” Aquino (LDR. 2nd dist., “But improvements have to be “Dodot” Jaworski Jr. (Lakas, Pasig Andaya said taking from paid obligations that had fallen against the ailment. 
Makati) stressed the need to heed made in project identification and City), Hermilando Mandanas (LB Congress the power to appropri- оп ће governments lap. ^| know what it’s like, and 1 
the public clamor for Congress ко implementation, side by side with 2nd dist, Batangas); ate funds for development pro- “If we add this amount to other know that ordinary Filipinos 
sacrifice the pork barrel, offically the pork barrel abolition,” hesaid, Prospero Nograles (Lakas, 1st jects would reduce itto a “rubber contingent debts, then we cansafe- would not be able to afford the 
called the Priority Development Aquino also said the executive dist, Davao City), Jacinto Paras, stamp” of the budget proponent, ly say thata century of pork,a hun- treatment for a liver ailment. It 
Assistance Fund (PDAF), “о re- department had to start imple- LDR Ist dist, Negros Oriental), Malacafiang, dred years of the PDAE is equiva- really robs you of whatever sav- 
duce the budget and effectively menting a line item budgeting Juan Ponce Enrile Jr (NPC, Ist “Тһе power to appropriate car- lent to what GOCCs squandered іп ings you have, and so many Fil- 
reduce the budget deficit" system for major departments з0 dist, Cagayan), Gilbert Remulla ries with it the inherent power to less than a decade,” he said. ipinos do not even have the топ. 
“It has been only a day sinée 1 that each town, city and province (NR 2nd dist, Cavite), Isidro Ro- identify spending areas. Take that ы ey to buy their food every day" 
drafted the letter, and 24 con- would know exactly how much driguez (NPC, 2nd di away and you will have a legisla- To buy vaccines she said at a forum on liver can- 
gressmen have already expressed and what projects would go to Federico Sandoval Ш (| ture of eunuchs,” he said. Sen. Pia Cayetano said she сег 
support by signing it,” Aquino their respective jurisdictions. abon-Navotas) ‘According to Andaya, another wants (о give half ofher pork а= А liver transplant usually costs 
wrote. “There has to be transparency in Rolex Suplico (LDP Sthdist., lloilo cause for worry if the PDAF was rel to the Department of Health around РЗ million in the Philip- 
“This only indicates alatent in- how governmentresources are айо- province), Lorenzo Taada ШІ (LR stricken offthe appropriations billis for the purchase of hepatitis В pines, Treatment is more expen- 
terest even among members of cated across the archipelago,” he 4th dist, Quezon), Luis Villafuerte, thatit would bring down infrastruc- vaccines. sive abroad, reaching up to 
the House of Representatives to said, adding that ifthisweredone,a (Kampi, 2nd dist, Camarines Sur), ture spending to dangerous levels, She said this was a better alter- $16,000 a week for severe cases. 
do away with the so-called pork large chunk of the national budget Ronaldo Zamora (PMP San Juan) Andaya pointed out that the native to giving up the whole Cayetano һай originally 
barrel fun lost to corruption would be saved, and Juan Miguel Zubiri (Lakas, 3rd Philippines was already the lowest amount for the Bayanihan Fund. — planned to give P20 million of 
LT eei dist, Bukidnon). infrastructure spender inthe region. | Experts estimate that about her PDAF to set up a liver center 
For stil unclear reasons, Political scions ша “We cannot have a projects holi- eight million Filipinos have the ас the Philippine General Hospi- 
Rep. Antonio Diaz (Lakas, 2nd Тіһе24 other signatories, а num- Not even ‘pork holiday’ day without crippling our economy hepatitis B virus (HBV), which tal, But she found that this would 
dist, Zambales) yesterday ten- ber of them scions of political fan But Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr, and jeopardizing our need to devel- damages the liver and eventually not be enough to buy all the facil- 
dered his resignation from the lies were Representatives Benjamin (LR Ist dist., Camarines Sur) had op our productive capacity” he said. causes cirrhosis or liver cancer if, ities for treatment, including 
House to Speaker Jose de Vene- Abalos Jr (Lakas, Mandaluyong), a different perspective. According to Andaya, those who not immediately treated or man- transplants. 
cia Jr Majority Leader Rep. Juan Edgardo Angara (LDR Auro- Не was opposed to even the want to do away with the PDAF as aged. "| wanted to give [the funds] to 
Prospero Nograles said under га), Robert "Acc" Barbers (Lak: proposed yearlong “pork holi- a way of taming the deficit were Of the eight million infected build the center but it would be 
the circumstances, the House 2nd dist, Surigao del None), Salac- day,” saying this would result па missing the real culprits—'the Filipinos, around two million will useless unless the system is com- 
had“no choice but to accept.” пір Baterina (Lakas, 2nd dist, Ilo- virtual stoppage of public works lumbering dinosaurs...the govern- die of liver failure, according to ріне, so | just want to concen- 
cos Sur), Danton Bueser (LB 3rd construction inthe countryside. mentowned and controlled corpo- studies by the Philippine Society trate on the prevention, how we 
„Aquino, who has been pushing dist, Laguna), Jose Emmanuel Car- “Ifyou ask people if they would rations, which continue to munch of Gastroenterology. Only 15 per- can protect newborn children 
for the abolition of the graft-rid- 105 (Lakas, 1st dist., Valenzuela); like congressmen to give up their on precious public resources." cent of Filipinos with HBV are from НВУ and that’s through уас- 
den pork barrel since 1988 dur- Simeon Darumanong (Lakas, pork many would say ves. But if Не said that of the P2-trillion aware that they have been infect- cination," she said. With a report 
ing his first term as а senator іп 2nd dist, Maguindanao), Arthur you rephrase the question and rise in the national debt from ed. from Blanche S. Rivera 
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ТУ Philippines rooting for Bush 


but 30 countries go for Kerry 


From page Al 


The only countries where Bush was pre- 
ferred in the poll covering a total of 34,330 
people and conducted in July and August 


Bush's greatest support came from the 
Philippines, where 57 percent of those sur- 
veyed favored him compared with 32 percent 
for Kerry, despite a recent row over Manila's 
decision to pull out its troops from Iraq рге- 


were the Philippines, Nigeria and Poland. — maturely 


Experience the Best of Europe with 
Philips Home Entertainment Systems. ` 


Experience the best designs with your Philips Home Entertainment system and get a chance to enjoy the best 
designer brands like Prada and Salvatore Ferragamo. Win fabulous trips to Europe, Swiss watches, shopping sprees 
at Prada and Salvatore Ferragamo, Philips products and a brand new BMW 3161. 


1924 


Promo Mechanics: 


„1. The promo is open to all consumers who purchase Philips Consumer Electronics products (Color TV, audio products, DVD &VCD players, 
Philips Keyrings and Philips-Nike products), which are distributed through their authorized dealers within the Philippines. 2. Promo period is from. 
‘August 15, 2004 to November 30, 2004. Raffle draw is on December 14, 2004, 3. A minimum purchase of Php $000.00 single receipt. whether 

on cash or instalment basis, entitles the consumer a chance to win any of the prizes in the raffle draw. The more Philips products you buy, the greater 
the chances of winning the prizes at stake in the raffle draw. 4. Each Php 5,000.00 worth of purchase based on single receipt, entities the 
consumer to one (1) raffle number. Ex.A Php 54,000.00 single receipt purchase is equivalent to 10 raffle numbers. $.The consumer upon 
purchase, must send an SMS containing the keyword "PHILIPS" along with the purchase details (outlet name, outlet location, OR number 

È total amount of Philips products purchased on a single receipt) and personal data (name and address). For Smart and 

Talk N' Text subscribers send text through 269, for Globe and Sun subscribers send to 2366. The cost of sending is Php 2.50. 

SMS Format: Keyword<space> storenameliocation/OR No./amount of purchase/Firstname<space>Lastname/address 

Sample: PHILIPS Dealername/Makati/4| 000/54000/Gerard Lopez/103 Pagudpod Ave. Quezon City. The SMS provider shall send a reply message, 
which will indicate how many гае numbers the consumer is entitled to. Reply message from the provider: "Thank you for buying Philips products. You 
are entitled to 9 raffle numbers. All entries are subject for verification. Promo period is from 08/15/04-1 1/30/04. Draw date is on 12/14/04. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 1509 Series of 2004. Php 2.50 per SMS". Consumers can send their Official Receipt number only once. If they try to send 
the same Official Receipt number twice they will receive this message: "Sorry the receipt number you entered has already been used, please check 
your receipt number and try again" P2.50 per SMS. Ifthe consumers send a wrong keyword, they will receive this message: "The keyword you have 
entered is not recognized by the system. P2.50 per SMS". Ifthe consumer sends an incomplete SMS. they will receive this message: "The filename 
you've entered is not recognized by the system. Please check your filename and try again. P2.50 per SMS" Error messages will be charged P2.50 
per SMS. 6. The raffle draw will be held at the Philips office, 48/F PB Com Tower, Ayala corner Herrera streets, Salcedo Village, Makati City. This will bo made 
їп the presence of a DTI representative. 7. A winner ean only win once. If a participants name is drawn more than once, the prize with the higher monetary 
value shall be awarded, 8. Winners shall be notified via cell phone and registered mall. The list of winners shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
‘within two weeks from the date of the draw. For prizes that exceed Php 10,000.00, the 20% Prize Tax shall be shouldered by the winner 9. Prizes shall Бе chimed 
Upon presentation of the following: Any valid ID containing picture and address (company ID, Drivers license, Voter's ID. SSS), Proof of purchase: Sales Invoice 
and/or Official Receipt, notification letter from Philips, SMS containing the notification "In case the consumer's phone is lost, he/she must present an Affidavit 
of Loss and/or Police Report in lieu of requirements 4. 10 „ Redemption of prizes shall be at the Philips office, 48/Е PB Com Tower, Ayala corner Herrera 
Streets, Salcedo Village, Makati City from 9:00am - 5:00pm (Monday to Friday) 11. Consolation prizes may be redeemed from the nearest authorized Philips 
office, namely in Cebu and Davao, 12. All prizes are transferable but non-convertible to cash. 1. All expenses related to the movement from the redemption 
Srea will be the responsibility of the winners, 1. Travel packages, which include roundtrip airfare (economy class). hotel accommodations (four star) and à 
day tour for 4 days and 3 nights are valid for 6 months only from date of prize issue. 15. Securing of travel documents and other related travel expenses 

Such as but not limited co travel tax, shall be shouldered by'the winner. 16. Prizes not claimed within 60 days from date of notification shall be forfeited in 
favor of Philips Consumer Electronics with prior approval of the DTI. 17. All employees of Philips Consumer Electronics and its affiliates, their respective 
advertising agency, promo agency, PR agency, their dealers, content providers (WolfPack and Pinoy Central) participating telecommunications company 
(Smart; Talk N Text Globe and Sun), their spouses and relatives up to the second degree of consanguinity or affinity are disqualified from joining this promotion, 
1B. Philips Consumer Electronics reserves the right to verify if winning entries are from eligible buyers of Philips Consumer Electronics products. 


Prizes at 


Major Prizes: One 
One (1) winner of BMW 3161 One 
Two (2 wers of Omega Сопдевшоп watches One 
Four (4) winners of Pipe 29PT9420 09) wo 
fm Pal Plus deo H)vonners of Salvacore Ferragamo Gi Chek worth PipS0,00000 
Tes ME HOT Je ТЕЛЕ Нык Theatre ma ка 
Five (8) winners of hips FW.V385 Pips Min НЕН 


stake: 


Consolation Prizes: 
“Twenty (20) winners of Philips AZISIS СОА CR, 
Fir QU) winners of Phiips MP3 Keyrings * 


J| winner of Amsterdam Trip for wo 
1} winner of Pars Tip for two 

1| winner of London Trip for evo 

1) winners of Prada Git Cheek worth Php0,000 00 


Experience Philips Home Entertainment systems at any of the following exhibles: 


Exhibit Durations 


Sept 9 - 26 
Aug 20 - Sept.13 
Oct| = 0814 
Sept. = Sept. 12 
Sept 8 = Sept 30 
Sept.29 - Oct. 10 
Now I = Now 14 


Venue 


33d BPI Installment Madness , 
‘Automatic Center, Greenhills 
Automatic Center/Glorlera 3 
SM Cebu | 

Western-Sta, Lucia Exhibit 

SM Southmall 

Metrobank X-Mas Bazaar 


Acivity Center, Gloriota 4 
5һоррезийе, Greenhills 

Ground Floor, Glorieta 3, Ayala Center 

SM Appliance Fiesta (Exhibit) SM Cebu Branch 

Sa. Lucia Grand East Mall, Сама, Rizal 

SM Appliance Fiosta (Exhibit) SM Las Piñas 

Christmas Sale of Metrobank 

at che Pavilion in Roxas Boulevard near Toyota Manila Bay 
Citibank Part ЇЇ at the Megatrado Hall, Seh leval, Building 8 
Podium mall, Ortigas 


rm 
Nov.12 


мө? 
Nov.20 


SM Citibank Appliance Fiesta 
SM Podium Exhbit 


кегин EVERY THING 


Survey organizers attributed the support to 
Bush's post 9/11 training aid to the Philippine 
military which is battling the al-Qaida-linked 
Abu Sayyaf terror group in the country's trou- 
bled South. This “may have engendered sig- 
nificant goodwill,” the organizers said. 


‘Two-to-one margin 

The margin of error'in the survey, which. 
covered all regions of the world, ranged from 
plus or minus 2.3 to 5 percentage points. 

On average, Senator Kerry was favored by 
more than a two-to-one margin—46 percent. 
to 20 percent, the survey by GlobeScan Inc., a 
global research firm, and the University of 
Maryland, showed. 

“Only one in five wants to see Bush reelect- 
ed," said Steven Kull, the university program 
on international policy attitudes. “Though he 
is notas well known, Kerry would win handily 
if the people of the world were to elect the US 
president.” 

Kerry was strongly preferred among all of 
America's traditional allies, including Norway 
(74 percent compared with Bush's 7 percent), 
Germany (74 percent to 10 percent), France 
(64 percent to 5 percent), the Netherlands (63 
percent to 6 percent), Italy (58 percent to 14 
percent) and Spain (45 percent to 7 percent). 

Even in Britain, where Prime Minister Tony 
Blair is Bush's closest ally in the war on terror, 
Kerry trounced the incumbent 47 percent to 
16 percent. " 

Kerry was also greatly favored among 
Canadians by 61 percent to Bush's 16 percent 
and among the Japanese by 43 percent to 23 
percent. 

Even among countries that have contribut- 
ed troops to Iraq, most favored Kerry, and said 
that their view of US foreign policy had gotten 
"worse under Bush. 

They included Britain, the Czech Republic, 

гају, the Netherlands, the Dominican Repub- 
lic, Thailand, Kazakhstan, Japan, Norway and 
Spain. 


Wrong track 

Asked how President Bush's foreign policy 
had affected their feelings toward the United 
States, a majority of those polled in 31 coun- 
tries said it made them feel "worse" about 
‘America, while those in only three countries 
said it had made them feel "better." 

"Perhaps most sobering for Americans is 
the strength of the view that US foreign policy 
is on the wrong track, even in countries con- 
tributing troops in Iraq," said GlobeScan Pres- 
ident Doug Miller. 

In Europe, the exception for Bush was а 
new ally, Poland, where he was preferred by a 
narrow majority of 31 percent against Kerry's 
26 percent. 

‘Another new European ally, the Czech Re- 
public, went for Kerry (42 percent to Bush's 
18 percent) as did Sweden (58 percent to 10 
percent). 

ia was the most mixed region, though Kerry 
still did better. Aside from enjoying a large mar- 
gin in Japan, he was preferred by clear majorities 
in China (52 percent to Bush's 12 percent) and 
Indonesia (57 percent to 34 percent). 

But those polled were divided in India (Kerry, 
34 percent; Bush, 33 percent) and Thailand 
(Kerry, 30 percent; Bush, 33 percent). 

Latin Americans went for Kerry in all nine 
countries polled. In only two cases did Kerry 
win by a large majority—Brazil (57 percent to. 
14 percent) and the Dominican Republic (51 
percent to 38 percent)—but in most cases ће 
spread was quite wide. AFP 


Republican 
gays not happy 
with Bush 


WASHINGTON—A key group of gay Republi- 
cans said Wednesday it had withdrawn sup- 
port from US President George W. Bush in 
November's election and vowed instead to 
work to defeat the party's “radical right.” 

The Log Cabin Republicans, the party's 
largest gay and lesbian bloc, which backed 
Bush's 2000 election, said it was withholding 
its endorsement this year, accusing Bush of al- 
lowing anti-gay right-wingers of “hijacking” 
the party and marginalizing gay members. 

"Log Cabin's National Board has voted to 
withhold a presidential endorsement and 
shift our financial and political resources to 
defeating the radical right and supporting in- 
clusive Republican candidates for the US Sen- 
ше and House of Representatives," group 
chair William Brownson said. 

‘The group's board of directors voted 22 to 2 
on Tuesday not to endorse the reelection of 
Bush, who they accuse of selling out his "com- 
passionate conservative” stance to capture 
the Christian right vote. 

‘The vote marked the first time since the 
group was founded in 1993 that it has refused 
to endorse the Republican nominee for US 
president. Б 

"Certain moments in history require that a 
belief in fairness and equality not be sacri 
ficed in the name of partisan politics; this is 
one of those moments," Log Cabin's Executive 
Director Patrick Guerriero said. 

“There is a battle for the heart and soul of 
the Republican Party, and that fight is bigger 
than one platform, one convention, or even 
опе president," he added. AFP 


' PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


From page Al ous fiscal problem it is facing. 
lance Undersecretary Eric 
watthour Napocors purchased Recto said the bond issue, which ing budget deficit and balloon- 
power adjustmentin May 2002. wasoriginally set at $750 million, К D ing debt. The government post- 
was oversubscribed by about six Ў > ed a budget deficit of P199 9 
IPPs times. > ej 7. billion last year. 

Recto said the $1.5 billion that Тһе coupon rate for the bonds The countrys public sector 
the government had raised for that will mature in 2015 is 8.875 debt, which stood at over P5 tril- 
Napocor would go to operating percent, while that for the bonds lion as of last year, was primarily 
expenses and to independent that wil mature in 2025 is blamed on the “mismanagement? 
power producers (IPPs), which 10,625 percent. + of government-owned and cân- 
sell power to Napocor, ОЕ the $1 billion, the bonds trolled corporations (босс) 

The "take or pay" clause of maturing in 2025 accounted for En 4 like Napocor. 

Napocor contracts with IPPs $700 million, while those matur- x Public sector debt is the 
require the state-owned corpo- ing in 2015 accounted for $300 amount of the combined borrow- 
ration to pay from 70 percent million. ings of the national government, 
to 100 percent ofthe capacity “Тһе unusual result which I'm state-owned firms and financial 
ofan IPP. quite pleased about is that there institutions, and local govern- 

Since its contracts with IPPs was almost three times more de- ment units, 
are quoted in dollars, Napocoral- mand for the longer-term maturi- Congress is preparing an audit 
so allowed the IPPs to recover ty,” Recto said. of all GOCCs like Napocor to see 
losses due to foreign exchange i М how their huge loses came 
fluctuations, accordi Stronger appetite : я 4 А 


about. 
ТБоп Research Foundation. He said the stronger appetite BEER xvn e Ce ы ышкай d 
Finance officials said the suc forthe 11-year bond could partly mue ptr ee ae ee 


lid-Year Economic Briefinz i ion We have and how it was obtained аге 
ыы e ace ta пе а. Ре анна а МА Vere Бөліс Blatt Maler Wednesdig se: Чу that sre a kane АК 
cation ofsustained investorconfi- But it also showed that the таг. tion, according to Recto. huge sum to its already bloated Economists from the Univer- record. Borrowing is really not 
Gence in the country. The offials Ket was comfortable with the gov. The success of the $1-billion debt stock, which as of Febru- sity of the Philippines had the preferred course of action if 
said the investors believe the emments commitment and са. bond issue meant that the na- в year had reached P4.1 warned that the country маз we have other ways to fund our 
Country could weather the seri- pacity to improve its fiscal розі. tional government added a tri 2 headed for economic collapse 


Are Abra private armies untouchable? 


From page Al т essere 


in two to three years unless the 
government reined іп the gap- 


ХАТА АХ 


for the recent beheading of thrée 
men allegedly involved in the ille 


nessed a crime? Nobody wants to gal drugs trade in Baguio City. 


talk anymore about things that hap- 
Eu s ieri ы ^ | Scumofthe earth 
E "We do not kill people who are 

Nowitnesses Ы mot scum of society. If they йге 

Senior Supt. Artemio Hicban, scum, | myself will kill them,” е 
Abra police director, acknowl- 2 қ : j vA said. 
edged that most people who had 1 22 The amount of money his nin. 
witnessed crimes here were ` E ^ are paid depends on the kind*f 
afraid to testify, and this had d . ж - assignment they сапу out, lie 
made the job of the police very { said. 
difficult. Ares merely smiled when fie 
* “The police may know the sus- i 4 was asked about the supposed 
pects involved but we cannot just. 1 А j * д d support his group's operatidhs 
conclude [the cases] without wit- , 2 7 was getting from top military arid 
messes. Our problem is how to 1 3 3 police officials. 
convince people to testify" Р 24 ^ Am The three PAG maintainers jh- 
Hicban said. 1 e terviewed by the Inquinen sald 


He said threats from the local friends in "high places" suppoft- 
warlords had hampered police ef- ed them by donating firean 


forts to stop the activities of these к bullets and other equipment. 2 
private armies. 4 ы Е J| Their armies have modern-gé- 

He cited cases when policemen ч : Sault, weapons,.. high-powered 
‘would find themselves being firearms and equipment, inchfd- 


blamed and even sued after ar- Ж А ing various гурез of night vision 
testing PAG gunmen. р goggles, which the local military 
"Some policemen cannot de- z 4 7 and police do not have, they sai 


‘cide whether to do their normal АН t zs Ж admit that we have a wider 
duties or not because of past ex- a s Eai network outside the province," 
periences where they ended up 5 2 1 Ares said. "We rarely have to buy 
being the ones in hot water,” с = > guns and bullets." 
Hicban said. T G S Sya 
“Bodyguards (of politicians) ar- Loose firearms 
Tested for illegal possession of E н А police sergeant acknowl- 
firearms were usually freed within Ў s edged that the PAGs had far more 
24 hours,” another police official lethal firepower than the local 
said. police. 
` “We are only issued rifles but 
Courting danger members of PAGs here are armed 
2 "Politicians use their. connec- А, t 2 with baby Armalite rifles and oth 
tions and the policemen who ar- er high-powered guns the 
rested the suspects end up being sergeant said. "I am 99 percent 
either transferred or dismissed sure that these were issued by the 
from the service,” he said, adding 2 military" 
that politicians "have ways of cir- E s Going by the records of the 
cumventing the law." 5 А р Philippine National Police, there 
"Sometimes they allow their are 192 loose or unlicensed 
“goons to join policemen assigned firearms in the hands of PAGS, or- 
to their areas so when they pass WITH more lethal firepower than the police, these barefoot armed men pose for the INQUIRER under the bridge ofa dry creek bedsomewhere ganized crime syndicates and 
througha checkpoint, they would in Abra, every other “threat groups" in Abra. 
let the policemen hold the guns," РОЗ Dennis Palcon, head of the 
the official said. "Of course, we | know that he had just assumed Бу the InquineR—Ares, Vladimir outside ће province. lives of my cousins," Ares said. firearms monitoring division of 
cannot arrest policemen because office. 1 wish I will be given a and Adolf—declined to give de- “1 do not deny the fact фаг "Most of the operations theAbra police, said records from 
they are licensed to hold chance to talk to him about this tails on how they fund their pri- they make more money being where my men were involved 1998102004 омей that at least 
firearms.” ў thing." vare armies. membersofPAGsbutitismotbe- were drug-related, The most 815 firearms in the province had 
He said performing one’s duties ^ Valera offered his own expla- Ап Abra official, however, said cause we рау them a handsome recent was in Iligan (City). expired licenses. 
had become “a way of inviting dan- nations as to why РАС in Abra some officials used a portion of monthly salary" Ares said. Theyhavereachedasfarasthe Тһе operation to recover loose 
ger" have endured. their local government funds, as “They are sometimes asked by Visayasfortheirspecialassign- firearms has not exactly met with 
'"Malala ang politics dito (The “Рог one thing, the reason well as money from illegal gam- the military to take on special ments." overwhelming success. Abra po- 
politics here is terrible). If police- they have lasted is because of bling, like “jueteng,” and from assignments.” ‘Ares said that when the police lice records showed that 46 
men did their job, their families Jaziness and also because of their personal businesses to fi- 2 and the military could not move weapons (19 rifles and 27 hand- 
‘would be harassed,” he said. poverty,” he said. “There is fast nance their armies. Drug addicts among targets against suspected drug lords be- guns) had been either recovered 
Hicban said infighting among money ifthey accomplish an ор- Ares said that, with or without Some PAG members, accord- cause they were either relatives Or surrendered to the police this 
politicians had contributed to po- eration. They are paid hand- politics, his PAG would survive, ing to Inquinen sources, become of top officials or were protected Year 
litical violence in Abra. somely by the ones maintaining adding that he could generate “vigilantes” and wage war on by some officials, his men would q body h: " 
“Nagkawatak-watak па kasi them,” he said. money from “outside activities” criminals and illegal drug dothcjob for them. ‘Everybody has a gun’ 
sila at hindi na tulad noon ang po- to fund his army. users. "We have helped in the crack- — Hieban insisted the police were 
litical situation (Unlike before, ‘Jueteng’ money These activities, the Ingumer “T have a personal [crusade] down on several syndicates," he doing everything to “neutralize 
political parties have fragment- Two local officials and а scion learned, include allowing PAG against illegal drugs because І said. the PAGs in the province. ч 
ed),” he said. of a political family interviewed gunmen to work for other people have seen how (they) ruined the Ares has claimed responsibility “We have continued surveil- 
Hicban said that, to intimidate увез > lance з= айу and ме; have 
policemen, some of these politi- Aira: в Я ee piston added political personalities in 
Жап мой Паша кел лен Otome ee ie TTA PONS а er mes titi icd E 3 our list of people who are sus- 
connections with "high police r1 zw | эж | ж [жю “pected of maintaining PAGS," he 
and government officials." (ееп (Election | (Barangay f said, 
А Yen) Үш) | Elections) i Most members of the identified 
Laziness and poverty 5 777 PAGs have warrants of arrest. 
But he said it was possible that | Cime Volume ” LP E “They no longer flaunt them- 
the supposedly highly placed offi- selves publicly too much because 
cials whom local politicians | racine m " = they һауе warrants, We continue 
bragged about did not know their | (eg moder. to monitor them," Hicban said, 
names were being dragged into | frustrated murder) He said efforts had also been in- 
the mess. tensified to recover loose Firearms 
Valera, who denied rivals ac- | (ey sporis through checkpoints and search 
cusations that he himself was op- and seizure operations. 


erating an armed group, said he | CimeSoved a A police official said disman- 
wanted to bring the issue of the tling the private armies in Abra 
so-called private armies in Abra | SimeUssoved 2 è would take a collective effort and 
to the attention of Interior Secre- | % ofsuspecied PAG 357% | 186% А а very strong political will" by 
tary Angelo Reyes. related index cimes ЫН polit касаба ofthe Lus 
"(This is) an eye-opener to ev- к ‘In Abra, almost everybody has 
eryone concerned,” the governor | Enema Loe e Ер; га сі a gun because people (think they) 
said. "I wanted to see the new GOVERNOR VALERA: If no one will talk, need it to protect themselves,” he 
secretary of local government but НОТЕ Crime solved means that the suspects have been identified and casas cin be Red in court who will? |. (See attached table.) 
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All systems in place vs terror attack 


By Alcuin Papa, Christian Yọ Cruz yesterday. nate the governments “tactical secure the different embassies, to ply the waters of the Manila терот of an impending terrorist ` 
Esguerra, Nancy C. Carvajal He added that he had already requirements” as he ordered DeLeon added. Bay near the US Embassy. attack on embassies. 
and Leila Salaverria talked to Interior and Local Gov- Armed Forces of the Philippines Тһе Sth Marine Battalion Пе Leon said the Navy has Aglipay also clarified that 
erment Secretary Angelo Reyes, chief of staff Gen. Narciso Abaya Landing Team based at the alerted naval forces at strategic declaring a full-alert status was a 
ALL SYSTEMS are in place to who had instructed the Philip- to place unit commanders in ur- Marines headquarters inside Fort urban locations to support these- standard operating procedure 
thwart any possible terrorist ас. pine National Police to goon red Бап and populated areas on red Bonifacio had been placed under curity requirements of the areas whenever the President was out 
tacks in the country in the wake alert. Reyes was also advised (о alert. the operational control of the underthe unified commands. ofthe country. 
fyesterday'searbomb explosion inform local government officials Philippine Navy flag-officer- AFPs National Capital Region Deputy Director General Edgar > President Arroyo isin Brunei for 
in Jakarta, Indonesia that Killed to put in place previously de- incommand Vice Admiral Command, De Leon said. Aglipay, PNP chief, said the Na- the wedding of Brunei's crown 
atleast eight persons and injured signed mechanisms toensurese- Emesto De Leon was also told to tional Capital Region Police ОЁ princeto a 17-year-old commoner. 
around 161 others. curity measures. place the Marines on red alert, Sea patrol fice had been instructed to re- — In Makati, Mayor Jejomar 
"We are doing all that is nec- т. й he added. The Marines contin Another marine companyison evaluate security measures being nay ordered a review of the secu- 
essary to be оп a very height- Tactical requirements gent is the unit that guards the standby for possibledeployment. implemented, especially for em- гіу measures for the city, espe- 
ened alert status in order to рге. Cruz said he had conferred US Embassy. A team from the elite Navy bassies. cially the business district 
vent any untoward incident,” with National Security Adviser А Marine battalion had been Special Warfare Group was also Ви he assured the public that — "The mayor will ask for aug- 
Md Defense Secretary Avelino Hermogenes Ebdane to coordi- deployed around Metro Manilato dispatched on board apatrol boat the PNP had not yet received any mentation of personnel if neces- 
загу” Joey Salgado information 


officer at Makati City Hall said. 
Tumana = —n E A pat e ат Spei 


Action Force elements stationed 
: 3 5 aes e at strategic streets of the coun- 
roject has | = = 1-0 ЧЕ 
САГЫ А ness district. 

зола" СҮ s К ‘About 100 SAF officers equipped 
no mone See P 3 2 with high powered fire arms had 
5 d Ss Mu] | been deployed to nine important lo- 
^ 2 E as ў 5 cations on a 24-hour basis to aug- 

By Luige A. del Puerto УЗУЫ * ment the PNP personnel. 


Жо ү. 5 \ S Makati shields 
Hilari Шыны а 3 e e ЗА. : SS Manila police, on the other 
Mea а erie pre ғ Я hand, stepped up its patrols in the. 
uestro the eal ii plagi 3 à жє. ХЭ | diy especially in areas believed 
EA posce tq: 4 ы - 3 s sta 5 to be potential terrorist targets, 
Works and Highways (DPWH) T қ Sv |. ыы 
жоны жаны eee s Я ; Among the critical infrastruc- 
ЕКІН enough money дон Е j - S E tures in Manila are Malacatang 
ака сее this year. 2 RSS | Palace, the United States Em- 
е bridge, an alternate route : 4 : ке Y , 
berween Quezon Су and Mariki- $ i d ; == Se 
na City, costs around P160 mil- RS ; АЫ : : 
ion, but only PS1 milion have А : С Ч. уа 
been released since construction | | $ % " “га ( E SQUAD Mr Ioue mom кү чы 
Манн E A E projet Р Н à Hoses | ple dead. The LRT blast was one 
wi pi port. * NS К of five simultaneous bomb explo-. 
fe work as soon as the money is à 1 ob ааа 
тр pe wee um | : 2 sions that took place in Metro 
LAS ni gears lil! і ы КЕЗ; > Manila that day. 
Bautista, the project chief ? SEE. : е ; Bulaong said he did not know. 
DPWH-led project à s : Жыз 4 | when the red alert would be lift- 
Bid og tee. : ed, but he said it would probably 
nb EIS бло 10 COR. k ч ar Д? take place after the President ar- 
M Specialist Es 3 = rives from her trip to Brunei. 
The bridge's P31-million foun- _ [55 ере uires 
dation was completed in March. Дело ii dl 
The DPWH is now in Phase 2 | While people in government and in business worry about rising gasoline prices and a worsening fiscal crisis, this family appears engaged indue 


Sage which includes thecapping | inamoreimportant yet simpler facet of ife—being together on their portion of the NIA Road in Quezon City. Sue келды ры 
ofthe bridge. . 


Another P20 million has been 
released for that, Bautista said. EnS , 5 . ү 

То underscore the problem of PUP b h t ki tt G D t 
funding, йе engineer explained rainbow hopes to make it to Guinness Dynamite 
that the P20 million would only 
be good to buy and install 14 By Dona Pazzibu ‘The current record holder, ac- Officials said the university РОР opened on Oct. 19, 1904 fi 1 h 
girders and five caps. T em cording to the Guinness Book of should also be recognized world- as the Manila Business School, a 15 ermen 

A girder is a horizontal metal TO CELEBRATE its centenary, the World Records, is the Hongkong wide. night school offering vocational- 
beam supporting the bridge. Polytechnic University of the Polytechnic University, which Ог. Samuel Salvador, acting technical courses. 4 

Sixmoregirdersareneededto philippines (PUP) will attempt to was able to gather 10,000 stu- PUP president, said their attempt А few years later it was re- convicte 
complete Phase 2. break into the Guinness Book of dents and faculty for the feat. ata world record would be a fit- named the Philippine School of 
Redde Work World Records for forming the Вис two other universities іп tingeventtousherintheircenten- Commerce. In 1978, through a с 1 

Ung Wo R ‘world’s largest “human rainbow.” Malta and in Georgia, USA have nial celebration starting Oct.1. presidential decree, it was given By Leila B. Salaverria 
The final work would include PUP is in the thick of prepara- reportedly already succeeded in Вш he added that forming a its present name. 
the construction of the concrete tions to mobilize its students, fac- beating that record. human rainbow meant more. Salvador said their university THE COAST Guard claimed victo- 
pavement, the two elevated ap- (іу and alumni to form them- With its 55,000 student popu- “It embodies our struggle from has expanded beyond vocational гу yesterday in the battle against 
proaches from both ends of the selves into a seven-colored rain. lation, PUP is the countrys a very small vocational institu- and business courses, and now dynamite fishing with the convic- 
bridge, and the sidewalkand rail- ow arcat the Luneta groundson biggest university in terms of stu- tion to the biggest university іп has 18 campuses, the most tionoffourmen who were caught: 
ings, хай Sept. 18, Saturday. dent size. the country" Salvador said. among the universities here. using explosives to catch fish in 

The makeshift bridge currently Bataan last year. 
in use almost always goes under- 4 . . . The four men, identified as 
water when the Marikina River J 000 l Dennis Nazareno, Rio dela Cruz, 
exte Tu olice ошсег5 go опе rank higher vu 
During the monsoon rains two : Austria, were sentenced to five 
weeks ago, the bridge was under ` 2 x = By Christian V. Esguerra years imprisonment by Judge 
water for several days. E р $ А! Bartolome Flores of Branch 4 of 

A system of automatically clos- ч E THE 116000STRONG Philip. the Bataan Regional ‘Trial Court 
ing it to traffic has been devel- Еа с 1 3 |; pine National Police has anew set on Sept. 7- 
oped after the water current К 2 1 of officers to beef up its badly de- i 
proved too much for light vehi- & 3 K қ Á pleted ranks. Caught in the act 
cles. In one incident, a van was a есе A PNP chief Director General The blast fishermen were 
nearly swept away when it tried | & А Edgar Aglipay yesterday ап. caught in the act in March last 
to cross the flooded bridge. 2 a T %, nounced the recruitment of year by the Coast Guard a few 

f 15,075 new policemen. kilometers off the Lamao pier in 
Close-open A = These included 249 lawyers, . 

Today, the bridge is closed ğa ex ма doctors, nurses and chemists. i the four suspects 
whenever the water rises above 1 A У А / Most of the lawyers, doctors claimed innocence but later re- 
it. The system ensures the safety " с - and nurses will be assigned in tracted and pleaded guilty due to 
of lives and property. s 3 ч 4 ; the provinces where there's а the evidence gathered against 

But every time the bridge is M Y scarcity of legal and medical offi- them. 
closed, it causes great inconve- NC а cers. PCG Commandant Vice-Admi- 
nience to motorists and com- Y Y ( i On top of the recruitment, ral Arthur Gosingan, in a state- 
muters, especially students. n ы Aglipay announced the promo- ment issued yesterday, praised 

Tumana Bridge is the easiest, о Р tion of 44,708 policemen with Judge Flores for the decision. 
closest and least congested route A 4 the rank of POl to SPO4 ай Tamayo said yesterday that the 
to Quezon City from Marikina 2,813 with the rank of inspector conviction of the four маза victo- 
City. Thousands of students and andup. ту because only a few people get 
‘workers pass over it every day. 3 Before the recruitment, there convicted for dynamite fishing 

Whenever it is closed, mo- was only one policeman tasked to is is a very good develop- 
torists would have to take the secure 1,500 citizens. ment because in the past, our cas- 
longer, more congested Bonifacio WITH heads raised high, members of the national police march in Camp Crame during Thursday's rites, The ideal ratio is one officer for es against dynamite fishermen 

where PNP Chief Edgar Aglipay announced the promotion of 44,700 lawmen. iwwrowooc every 500 people. would get dismissed," he said. 
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Murder raps filed vs Reyes 


By Armand N. Nocum 
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Vintage 

bomb 
goes off; 
2 killed 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


Before the murder, she 
said her brother was given a 
video camera by NAKTF 
agents to monitor Diaz's 
movements. 

Ramoso claimed to have 
seen the video showing Diaz 
boarding her van "from what 
seemed to be her home, her 
route to Naia, and back to her 
home.” 

She added that she over- 
heard her brother and Jordan 
say that a certain GM had or- 
dered Reyes to “take care of 
the problem, that the issue 
involved money amounting 
to billions at Naia, and that 
Lilia was about to betray 
GM." 

According to-her, she was 
shocked to see on television on 

Sept. 10, 2003 that the wom- 
an gunned down by two killers 
on board a motorcycle was Di- 
а. 


“My brother later admitted 
that it was he who drove the 
bike and that Edwin shot Lilia 
as her van crossed Moonwalk 
in Parafiaque,” her affidavit 
further read. 

Also charged with the of- 
fense were Police Supts. Jesus 
Versoza and Edgar Danao, and 
Police Senior Insp. Elwin Fer- 
nandez, all of whom allegedly 
recruited the Ramoso brothers 
and coordinated with them in 
plotting Diaz's murder. 

She claimed that Danao lat- 
er arrested a “fall guy” (Zaldi 
Dagting) and identified him as 
the killer. 

The INQUIRER tried to reach 
Reyes for comment, but his 
secretaries in his offices at 
the Department of Interior 
and Local Government, 
Camp Crame, and the Na- 
tional Police Commission Of- 
fice referred this reporter to 


Interior Undersecretary Mel- 
chor Rosales, — Reyess 
spokesperson. 

Rosales brushed aside the 
charges as "harassment com- 
plaints," which, he said, Reyes 
"would rather answer in court. 

"Besides, we have already 
answered all these rehashed 
charges," Rosales said. 

The Ramosos had earlier 
filed several charges against 
Reyes, including accusations 
that he and his men had par- 
ticipated in kidnap-and-rescue 
activities, with Chinese-Fil- 
ipinos as victims. 

But Rosales said even 
prominent civic leader Tere- 
sita Ang-See had cleared 
Reyes. 

Those who filed the charges 
could be members of kidnap 
ping syndicates hurt by Reyes" 
‘success in the anti-kidnapping 
drive, Rosales added. 


This extraordinary house @ lot (turn key) 
at Australia’s beautiful Gold Coast could 
be yours for only US$ 249,000.00 


THE SISTER of suspected 
kidnappers killed in а gun 
battle with National Anti- 
Kidnapping Task Force (NAK- 
ТЕ) agents has linked Interi- 
or Secretary Angelo Reyes to 
the killing of Manila Interna- 
tional Airport Authority fi- 
nance executive Li Diaz 
last year. 

Ina multiple murder com- 
plaint she filed against Reyes, 
Rosalie P Ramoso said the Di- 
az murder was among the rea- 
sons her brothers, Rogelio and 
Ronaldo, were gunned down 
by the NAKTF on Dec. 31, 
2003. 

According to Ramoso, it 
was her brother Rogelio— 
along with Edwin Jordan and 
Edwin Pastrana—who shot Di- 
az in her van at the Moonwalk 
subdivision in Parafiaque. 


IT IS common sense not to get 
near a bomb, even a vintage one. 
It is testing fate to try to cut one 
intotwo. 

Two men died after a World 
War П bomb they were trying to 
saw open exploded yesterday 
morning in Rodriguez, Rizal, po- ` 
lice said. 

Both Ronald Cruz, 30, and 
Edgar Salcedo, 34, were hit by 
shrapnel. They failed to make it 
alive to the Amang Rodriguez 
Medical Center in Marikina City. 

Another victim, Mario Surera, 
suffered slight injuries in his 
hands. He was declared out of 
danger yesterday. 


For more information, call our hotline: 
(02) 848.0559 / 0660 


s225 REAL ESTATE IN AUSTRALIA INFO CENTER, IG 
naw Ground Floor Fortune Bldg ,160 Legaspi SL, Maka Cty 
теабрмопіте com 


Pa's persistence 
yields results 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


Warnings ignored 

Rizal Police chief Sr. Supt. Leo- 
cadio Santiago was sad, but was 
at the same time outraged by the 
incident. 

"Ever since we discovered 
more than 100 vintage bombs in 
Antipolo City last month, I had 
been all over the radio telling 
people not to tinker with vintage 
bombs if they find one," Santiago 
said over the phone. 

"Apparently, some people don't 
really listen," he said. 

Cruz and Salcedo had gone to 
Surera's house in Sitio Wawa to 
borrow a metal saw. They had 
found a bomb and had wanted to 
cutit, police said. 


Loud explosion 

Surera accompanied the two to 
the back of his house, where they 
supposedly started sawing the 
bomb, police said. 

Minutes later, neighbors heard 
а loud, ringing explosion. They 
rushed to the back of Surera’s 
house and found the three men 
оп the ground, bloodied. 

Santiago said the victims 
might be trying to retrieve pow- 
der, which could be sold for use in 
fireworks. 

Santiago cautioned residents 
never to attempt to open a bomb 
in whatever way. 


Superior Technology for : 
Greater Clarity 


A FATHER'S persistence led him to the trail of two suspects 
‘who could be the killers of his son. 

No bail had been recommended by Prosecutor Richard 
Paradeza of the Manila Prosecutors Office for Marlon de 
Guzman, 18, and Marcelino Herrera, 25, who were arrest- 
ed earlier for the killing of 17-year-old scholar Joshua Ra- 
fiola during a robbery in Binondo, Manila, in July. 

The two are now facing complaints of robbery with _ 
homicide. 

‘They were accused of stabbing Rafiola, a psychology 
freshman and a scholar at the City Colleges of Manila, 
during a robbery at the corner of Reina Regente and Soler 
Streets in Binondo. 

Те Guzman told the Inquirer that he stabbed the victim 
when the latter asked for help as they fled the crime 
scene. 

On Tuesday, police learned from Ranola's father, Elmo, 
that the suspects were detained at Station 2 in Tondo for 
illegal possession of a firearm. 

Elmo had been visiting the Western Police District 
weekly to check arrests made at police stations in Manila 
since his son's death. 

The elder Rafiola told the police about the pair's deten- 
tion at Station 2, banking on the chance that they could be 
his son's killers. Two new witnesses brought in by police 
then identified the suspects as the ones who stabbed the 
student. 

“Tm glad my work produced results and the suspects 
have been arrested,” Elmo said. “Civilians must also do 
their part and help the police to get faster results.” 


Fire hits Magallanes church 


AN HOURLONG fire destroyed 
the interiors of the parish 
church in Magallanes Village, 
Makati City, yesterday. 

The fire, which started at 
4:35 am. damaged the 
dome, altar, pews and stat- 
ues inside the St. Alphonsus 
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Mary de Liguori church in- 
side the village. 

No one was hurt in the fire 
that was under control at 
5:32am. 

Investigators have not yet 
been able to determine the 
cause of the fire. The air-con- 


Malabon seeks 
P600-M loan 
for projects 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


ditioned church was built in 
the 19605. 

Fire Marshall Arsenio 
Tabajunda said the damage 
could exceed P2 million be- 
cause of the religious relics 
inside the church. Nancy C. 
Carvajal 
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` Kidney disease is а life-changing affliction 

that can have a tremendous effect on the 
‘way you live, But today, proper care and 
treatment can help you take control of your 
disease and live a healthier, happier, more 
fulliting Ме. At Fatima Medical Center patients 
т of highly trained 
specialists utilizing advanced diagnostic and 


are managed by a te 


‘THE MALABON City government is planning 
to borrow at least P600 million from private 
lenders to support future infrastructure pro- 
jects. 

During the regular session yesterday, the 
city council authorized Mayor Canuto Oreta 
to negotiate with private lenders for the pro- 
posed loan. 

The resolution, filed about a month ago, 
was approved after the second reading yester- 
day, Vice Mayor Arnold Vicencio said. 

‘The loan would be used for local infrastruc- 
ture and other socio-economic projects, ac- 
cording to the resolution. 

In an earlier interview, Oreta told the In- 
‘quinen that when he took over as mayor, the 
city had no sufficient budget left to cover local 
infrastructure projects. 

This included the rehabilitation of City 
Hall, portions of which burned down three 
months ago. 

Opposition councilors earlier raised ques- 
tions about the resolution. 

Some councilors had asked how the 
amount was determined, even though there 
were no specific projects listed under the pro- 
posal, 

Despite the questions raised, the resolution 
маз unanimously approved yesterday. 

Oreta said earlier that his city had relied on 
the Internal Revenue Allocation (IRA) from 
the national government to pay for expenses. 

Ifthis is reduced—a proposal that had been 
turned down the other day by most Metro 
Manila mayors—basic services in the city 
would suffer, the mayor said. 


therapeutic technology and techniques. And 
with a staff that strives to provide kindness, 
comfort and encouragement, each patient will 
surely feel that unique kind of caring Fatima 
is known for. 


DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF 
KIDNEY DISEASES. 
‘SURGICAL AND RADIOLOGICAL PROCEDURES FOR 
ACCESS VIABILITY 


MANAGEMENT OF COMPLICATIONS OF 
RENAL DISEASE 


ANEMIA MANAGEMENT 
BLOOD PRESSURE CONTROL 
DIETARY AND NUTRITIONAL COUNSELING 


INTERVENTIONS TO SLOW PROGRESSION OF 
‘CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE 


EXCLUSIVE USE OF BICARBONATE TREATMENT 
REUSE PROGRAM OPTION 

STRICT CONTROL OF INFECTIONS 

BACK-UP POWER SUPPLY 

CAPD BACK-UP 

REVERSE OSMOSIS 


FATIMA 


MEDICAL CENTER 


120 McARTHUR HIGHWAY 
VALENZUELA CITY, METRO MANILA 
tel 293-2703 to 06, 292-1124, 2934636 
fax 2932705 


Phil ith 
ib нелер 


nene st arenis PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER наннан 


МЕТЕ! 


7: ouem ciun imer 


Cracker 


Far Eastern Mooncake is now individually 
‘machine-packed using the latest scientific 
food packaging system called 
deoxygenization, the process of 
extracting oxygen from the pack 
to eliminate moisture and 

id mold formation. 

d long- 

lasting freshness. 
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A 2-YEAR-OLD girl and her year-old brother 
were killed Thursday when firecrackers ex- 
ploded in a home factory-in Barangay Pu- 
long Buhangin, Sta. Maria, Bulacan, police 
said. 

The victims, Maria Teresa and Mar John Al- 
cantara, both suffered from third degree 
burnson their bodies. 

Police said the victims’ mother, Zoraida Al- 
cantara, was not in the factory when the ex- 
plosion occurred. They said Alcantara was 
nota registered manufacturer. 


Carmela Reyes 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Deadly play 

Police were looking into reports that the 
blast occurred when the two children sneaked 
inside the restricted manufacturing shanty 
factory and played with the chemicals and 
finished pyrotechnic products. 

Reports said the factory workers were tak- 
ing a break at that time. Police estimated the 
damage at P80,000. 

September is the start of the peak produc- 
tion and sale of firecrackers and pyrotechnic 
products here and other Bulacan towns in 
preparation for the holidays. 


Law enacted 

In 1992, Congress enacted Republic Act 
7183 or An Act Regulating the Sale, Manufac- 
ture, Distribution and Use of Firecrackers and 
other Pyrotechnic Devices. 

One of the aims of the law is to prevent the 
proliferation of illegal firecracker factories. 

Yesterday's blast was an indication that the 
illegal manufacture of pyrotechnic materials 
was still taking place. 


Lawmen told 
to cite drivers 
of gov't cars 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


DRIVERS of government-owned vehicles are 
not immune to arrest. 

As such, Secretary Leandro Mendoza of the 
Department of Transportation and Communi- 
cation urged the police yesterday to appre 
hend drivers of erring red plate vehicles. 

Mendoza issued the call to traffic enforce- 
ment officers a day after he warned against 
the use of government vehicles for nonofficial 
business. 

According to him, most drivers of red plate 
vehicles violate traffic rules with impunity as 
they are emboldened by the reluctance of 
traffic enforcers to flag them down and slap 
them penalties. 


High standards 

“Public office demands high standards for 
government officials. 1 think this campaign 
(of monitoring unauthorized use of govern. 
ment vehicles) should be widened to cover 
other violations committed by drivers of gov. 
ernmentissued vehicles,” the DOTC chief 
said. 

He said traffic policemen must strictly en 
force road regulations by not turning a blind 
eye on violations committed by drivers of gov. 
ernment vehicles. 

"Traffic enforcers of the MMDA, the PNP 
and local government units should not hesi: 
tate to issue traffic violation tickets to all 
erring drivers, whether they are driving gov. 
ernment vehicles or not," Mendoza said. 

He said drivers of government vehicles 
should set a good example. 

Obedience to traffic laws and their enforce: 
ment eases the flow of traffic and minimizes 
accidents 2 


Eases traffic 

Mendoza said he had directed the DOTC 
Action Center to assist the Land Transporta: 
tion Office in complying with a Malacañang 
order to monitor and report unauthorized изе 


j| of government vehicles 

1 Mendoza said the field personnel of the 
DOTC Action Center, while primarily con 
cerned with enforcing traffic laws and going 
after smoke-belching vehicles, would also as 
sist the LTO in its Palace-mandated task, 

He said the LTO and DOTC operatives 
should not only keep an eye on schools but al 
so shopping malls and leisure places, espe 
cially at night. 

ғ ‘The DOTC chief said the public could also. 

= help in the campaign to ensure that govern 
‘send norocos, (2288) аА i & ment vehicles are used only for official func 
tions and tasks. 

Mendoza said concerned citizens could call 
the DOTC Action Center Hotline 7890 or text 
2299 if they kriow of any violations. 
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Ia Salle routs UE, gains playoff 


NINO Canaleta (left) drives past La Salle's Joseph Casio and Junjon Cabatu. 


AUGUST DELACRUZ. 


NCAA Final Four 
under way today 


‘GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
2p m.—PCU vs Letran (Srs) 
Ap.m.—Perpetual vs San Beda (Srs) 


‘THERE is perhaps no NCAA Final Four cast more 
surprising than this season. 

Save for defending champion Letran Knights, 
all the other semifinalists were at the bottom rung 
Jast year 

‘And the Knights are the underdogs when they 
tangle at 2 p.m. with the Philippine Christian 1) 
Dolphins in the first semifinal clash of the NCAA 
basketball tournament at the Araneta Coliseum. 

‘The Perpetual Help Altas clash with the San 
Beda Lions, who qualified only after a playoff win 
‘over Mapua Wednesday, in the second Final Four 
pairing at4 p.m. 

Perpetual and PCU, the cellar-dwellers last sea- 
son, amazingly took the top two Final Four spots 
for a twice-to-beat advantage. Both the Altas and 
the Dolphins finished with 10-4 records at the 
end of the eliminations, but Perpetual took the 
No. 1 ranking due to a superior quotient. 

Perpetual pins its championship hopes on 
sweet-shooting Noy Javier, the league's top scorer 
with a 20.7 point average. The Las Piñas squad 
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has never won the title since it joined the league 
20 years ago. 

The Altas, however, will play without sopho- 
more Vladimir Joe. The Amerasian forward, the 
team's third highest scorer (12 ppg), will serve his 
one-game suspension today after hitting Mapua's 
Erwin Sta. Maria in their last outing, 

PCU, which is coming off a second-round 
sweep, will again rely on Robert Sanz, Jason Cas- 
troand Rookie of the Year shoo-in Gabby Espinas. 

Unlike last year, Letran will enter the Final Four 
without the twice-to-beat incentive. The Knights 
finished third at 9.5. 

Aside from the Dolphins hot seven-game 
streak, the Knights have to endure playing minus 
Jead scorer Ronjay Enrile (13 ppg), who will sit 
ош his second suspension of the season today af- 
ter choking San Sebastian's Leo Najorda in their 
last game. 

бап Beda, though taking the long route to the 
fourth spot, is making its first Final Four appear- 
ance in seven years. 

‘San Beda actually has proven its worth against 
Perpetual. The Lions had already routed the Altas, 
6652, in their second-round meeting. Jasmine 


| PROTEUS 


YOUR ROAD TO FITNESS STARTS HERE, | 
Get in shape today as Toby's Sports | 
otters exciting discounts on the best 
sports & finess equipment. You can 
б: avail of 0% interest on a 3 or & 
‘month Installment plan using your 
credit card 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
11:30 m.—Adamson vs UST (Jrs) 
2p.m.—Adamson vs UST (Srs) 

4 p.m— Ateneo vs FEU (Srs) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HE LA SALLE Archers 
made it clear right 
from the opening tip 
that they wanted a shot at the 


No. 2 spot. 


Spitfire Mac Cardona shot 14 of his 20 
points in the first half and the Archers 
sustained their strong start to whip the 
University of the East Warriors, 81-61, 
yesterday and gain a playoff for the 


"Tuesday at the Philsports Arena. 


win, 


ings are 1 versus 4 and 2 versus 


twice-to-beat edge in the 67th UAAPvar- 3. 


sity basketball tournament at the 


Philsports Arena. 


"Coming into this game, we really had 
the momentum, We wanted to win bad- 


Compiled by Lorenzo Manguiat 

TENNIS: US Open 200: 7 am. 
(67 pm) and 11 pm; 
Sar Sports—eris uar- 
ternal әсіп continues 
"we womens singles 
Semifinals and mens dou- 
Ме finds qo underway 
from Fisting Meagous, 
NewYork 

BASEBALL: MLB-Philis vs 
Braves; 730 am. (е 
930 рту; ESPN— 
Philadelphia takes on 
tanta in this NL en- 
counter. 

‘Schedules subject to change 
without prior notice. 


In the other senior game, the 
University of the Philippines 
Maroons closed their campaign 
with a decent fifth-place finish 
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Jy" said Archers coach Franz Pumaren, 
Ateneo and defending champion Far 
Eastern, the co-leaders at 10-3, dispute. 
the top semifinal berth tomorrow with 
the loser going into a rubber match with 
1а Salle (10-4) for the second spot on 


“TIl be scouting on Saturday" said 
Pumaren after the Archers sixth straight 


The Warriors, who came into the 
game assured of a semifinal appearance, 
remained at fourth with an 8-6 record. 
The top two teams in the eliminations 
need just one win in the Final Four play- 
offs to reach the finals while their rivals 
have to prevail twice. The semifinal pai 
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at 7-7 after trouncing the National Uni- 
versity Bulldogs, 64-55. 

Та Salle took an early 22-11 lead that 
Paolo Hubalde cut to 31-24 before the 
Taft-based cagers settled for а 4232 
buffer at the break. 

The Archers continued their on- 
slaught іп the third quarter behind 
guards TY Tang and JV Casio to take a 
20-point cushion, 65-45, and stretched 
this to 26 points, 81-55, in the final two 
minutes. 

Та Salle hardly missed the services of 
Joseph Yeo (12.1 ppg) who served his 
one-game suspension for incurring two 
unsportsmanlike fouls, 

VASALLEL AIT 


DREAM GOLF 


Sept. 17-20,2004 


WHEREVER! 


кошика 


К а шы 


Enjoy the Refreshing Taste of Summit Natural Drinking Water їп 
3 Fun Sparkling Flavors: Apple Pear, Tangerine Lime, & White Grape. 


SIGNING the sponsors! 


from left, Belle Corp. VP for Marketing Belinda Lim-Herrera, Tagaytay Midlands chair Willy Ocier, PDI 
President Sandy Prieto-Romualdez, Tagaytay Midlands President Jerry Tiu and Tagaytay Midlands GM 
Nick Celdran. Standing from right, PDI VP for Marketing Donald Lim, Arsenic Laurel of the tournament. 
committee, PDI SVP for Marketing and Sales Rene Reinoso, PDI product manager Hazel Soriaga, 
‘Tagaytay Midlands Asst. GM for Sports & Golf Services Loy Bernardino and IGM editor Jong Arcano. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORIS 


THE THIRD edition of the Hun- 
dred Presidents Invitational tour- 
nament of the Philippine Daily In- 
quirer will have a new twist with 
the countrys top professional 
golfers set to join the invited com- 
pany CEOs and bigwigs in the 18- 
hole event scheduled Friday, Nov. 
12, at the picturesque Tagaytay 
Midlands Golf and Country Club. 

Held as a purely amateur event 
in the first two editions at Sta. Elena. 
(2002) and Club Intramuros 
(2003), this year's tournament will 
shift to the bestball format with 
cash prizes up for grabs for the pros, 
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Midlands Hundred Presidents host 


according to tournament host and 
PDI President Sandy Prieto-Ro- 
mualdez. 

Cassius Casas, Robert Pactolerin, 
Gerald Rosales and Antonio Lascu- 
fia are among those to be invited at 
the Midlands course, one of two 18- 
hole layouts in the complex offering 
a breathtaking view of Taal Lake. 

‘The organizing Philippine Daily 
Inquirer and the sponsoring Belle 
Resources Corp. have already 
signed the memorandum of agree- 
ment for the hosting of Tagaytay 
Midlands Golf and Country Club 

Willie Ocier and Jerry Tiu, chair 


and president, respectively, of the 
Tagaytay Midlands, Belinda Lim- 
Herrera, vice president for market- 
ing of Belle Resources, TM general 
manager Nick Celdran and Ro- 
mualdez inked the sponsorship deal 
ofthe unique event that features the 
top brass of major companies in the 
land. 

‘Tagaytay Midlands has become a 
favorite golfing destination not just 
because of the perfect weather-in 
the area but the excellent amenities 
that won it the Inquirer Golf Month- 
Iy’ best in facilities award two years 
ago. Musong R. Castillo 


SPORTSWATCH 


PROMIL Kid TV commercial model Wesley So of the Philippines dropped 


Murakami, Pagunsan eiie 
pace RP team tryouts 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


SAN PEDRO, Laguna—Artemio Murakami shot an even par 72 at 
Tat Filipinas yesterday and tied Juvic Pagunsan for the lead after 
three rounds of the NGAP evaluation series for the Philippine. 


World Amateur team. 

The former Philips 
teur champion and Pagunsan, 
who had a 73, now have 217 to- 
tals for a three-stroke advantage 
over the third-running Marvin 
Dumandan. 

Dumandan broke par for the 
first time, shooting a 71 like 
reigning RP champ Jun Bernis, 
for 220, three ahead of Michael 
Bibat (72), and six clear of former 
jungolf ace JR Tanpinco, who 
turned ina 74. 

Bernis, after an 80 at the 
Malarayat, climbed to sixth with 
2226. 

Тһе final round of the first half 
of this series is scheduled at the 
Alabang Golf and Country Club 
today. 

Meanwhile, Luisito Fernandez, 
the non-playing captain for the 
RP World Amateur team to Puer- 
to Rico, on Wednesday night con- 


firmed that the top two players series. 


after the 144-hole event will au- 
tomatically make it to the World 
‘Amateur team. 

The third member of the team 
will be “the captain's pick," who 
will be recommended by coach 
Roger Retuerto and some mem- 
bers of the NGAP board. 

In a related development, the 
NGAP will send Bibat and Boyer 
Saragoza to the Singapore Ama- 
teur slated Sept. 14-17. 

Tommy Manotoc, the chair of { 
the Philippine Amateur Golf De- 
velopment Foundation, will join 
the two and will also play in the 
individual event there. 

Since the next 72 holes of the 
evaluation series are scheduled 
on exactly the same dates at Can- 
lubang, Aguinaldo, Villamor and 
possibly Manila Golf, the scores 
of Bibat and Saragoza in Singa- 
pore will count in the qualifying 


Palace mum on SEAG 


MALACAÑANG remains undecid- 
ed on whether the Philippines 
will host next year's Southeast 
"Asian Games considering the seri- 
‘ous financial problems besetting 
‘the government. 

*1dont know what is the status of 
the Games,” said Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye yesterday. 

Bunye said that while SEA Games 
committee chair Roberto Pagdan- 


Arroyo. 


stage it. 


‘By June Navarro. 


IF A NEW deal is struck between the Philip- 
pine Basketball Association and the Basket- 
ball Association of the Philippines, the part- 
nership would include a tournament which 
serves as springboard for the Olympics. 

РВА chair Buddy Encamado yesterday said 
that a fresh memorandum of agreement between 
the pro league and the BAP would most likely in- 
clude a stint by the PBA in the Asian Basketball 
Confederation (ABC) championship, the qualify- 
ing tournament for the Olympics. 

"As far as Тт concerned, we still have an agree- 


ganan had recommended that the 
Philippines pushes through with the 
hosting, he has yet to check on the 
matter with President Macapagal- 


Bunye also did not say whether 
the President was thinking of recon- 2" 
sidering the Philippines’ hosting of $ 2 
the regional sports event considering 5 
that at least P1 billion is needed to 2 
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GilCabacungan MURAKAMI: On target for a World Amateur slot. 


ABC stint for pros likely-Encarnado 


ment with the BAP with respect to the Asian 
Games and we're honoring it. Now, if both parties 
come up with a new MOA, including the ABC isa. 
possibility” said Encamado. 

In the past, the PBA has concentrated on the 
formation of the national team only for ће Asian 
Games while the BAP takes care of fielding teams 
inthe ABCand other international tournaments. 

“if there will be any discussion regarding the 
МОА, [believe the PBA and the BAP will just focus 
оп upgrading it,” said Encamado. 

‘As proof of the league's commitment to the na- 
tional team, the PBA has altered its calendar and 
format to accommodate the training and partici- 


pation of the RP dribblers not only in the Asian 
Games but also in the ABC. 

Once the BAP entrusts the affairs of the nation- 
al team in the ABC to the PBA, it will open the 
door for a possible stint in the 2008 Bejing 
Olympics. 

The top two finishers in the 2007 ABC 
qualify for the 2008 Olympics but because 
Beijing is guaranteed a slot as Olympic host, 
three Asian squads could join the Olympic 
field. 

“The champion and runner-up in the 2005 АВС 
will make it to the World Basketball Champi- 
onships in 2006. 


Sacrifice, hard work 


1 DONT know if Vijay Singh kicking Tiger 
Woods out of the No. 1 world position is an 
upset. But what I do know is, Nadia Petrova 
eliminating defending champion Justine 
Henin-Hardenne in the US Open is an upset; a 
first-class upset even. 

It was just waiting to happen, that Singh thing. 

‘Tiger Woods had been in a slump too long 
‘many have not stopped wondering how come no- 
body has ever overtaken him in the world rank- 
ings—undl Tuesday Sept. 7. 

For 264 weeks, Tiger Woods was atop the 
world. However, in the last 14 months, he has пос 
won a stroke play event, and only once did he 
‘win—the Match Play Yet, he has clung to the No. 
1 position like no opponent was worthy, if not 
good enough, to dislodge him. 

Oh, well, give it to Tiger Woods. He may not 
have been winning, but he was always there fight- 
ing, even occupying consistent slots in the Top 10. 
He even almost won twice recently; one toura- 
ment had him finishing second despite producing 
four rounds in the 60s, And yes, how many con- 
secutive cuts has he done while clinging to the top. 
spot like а bamacle? An unbelievable sting of 
nearly 200 tournaments already—a record. 

But for Singh to score the feat, it wasn't easy 

“The 41-year-old Fijian had to birdie three ofthe 
Jast four holes on Tuesday of the PGA Deutsche 
Bank Championship in Norton, Massachussettes 
to oust Woods, beating the former king by two 
strokes with a final-day 69 and transforming а 
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dream into reality. 

“Its great,” said Singh, who won a whopping 
$900,000 for his eighth victory of the season. “Гуе 
worked preny hard for this. 1 finally achieved 
what 1 wanted to do starting at the beginning of 
the year. It was а good win, as well. Coming down 
the stretch it got pretty tight there, but I got fo- 
‘cused and I played pretty good coming down.” 

Woods rallied from four strokes down in a 
scary span of two holes as Singh flirted with disas- 
ter And with five holes left, Woods appeared 
ready to produce another of his legendary escape 
acis when he drew level with his foe 12 years his 
senior. It was due in large part to a chip-in birdie 
for Woods at 12, somewhat rattling ‘Singh who 
went on to bogey 13. 

‘Suddenly, there's a thief slashing Singh's back 
pocket. 

And, almost in a flash, the past ricocheted in 
Singh's mind: In. three previous head-to-head 
showdown with Woods, Singh had finished sec- 
ond each time. 

Bur this time, Singh did not give up rhe ghost 


‘And what did it were his three birdies on the last 
four holes, a blazing finish that was usually the 
trademark of Woods. 

Suddenly, a reversal of roles has happened, 
Singh becoming the steadier of the two. 

"Lenjoy playing with Tiges” said Singh. “He's a 
very intense player and he makes you know that. 
So you just have to go out there and play your 
‘own game and beat him and thats the only way 
toplay" 

Singh, who 1 last saw in 2000 when I at- 
tended a rules seminar in Jacksonville, Flori- 
da, with Vince Villafuerte and Jake Ayson, has 
won three majors to Woods’ eight; Singh's last 
major came only last month, in the PGA 
Championship. 

“it probably hasn't sunk in yet,” said Singh of 
his new position as the world's No. 1 golfer. "It was 
а goal from the beginning of the year” 

‘Not many people know this but Singh was а 
regular campaigner in the Asian Golf Tour. Then, 
without any warning, he quit the game. He re- 
treated to his native Fiji and spent one year there 
doing nothing but hit buckets of balls atthe driv- 
ing range every day. When he thought he was 
ready for a comeback, he went to Europe, using 
the European ‘Tour as his springboard to the US 
Tour 

‘You talk of sacrifice and hard work to gain suc 
cess, there's Vijay Singh for you. He's now won a 
mos $9 million. And thats just only for this sea- 
son that isnt quite over yet. 


his ninth and final round match, ut stil won the boys' 12-under of the Sth 
‘Asean age-group championships on Wednesday in Vung-Tau, Vietnam. So,” 
whose trip is sponsored by ће First Gentleman Foundation, lost to Daryl 
Wong of Singapore to finish with 7.0 points, the same total of another Sin- 
gaporean, Terry Chua, who likewise lost his final assignment opposite Ng ' 
Trung Hieu of Vietnam. So emerged with the beter quotient to prevail. Marc * 
Christian Nazario took the measure of Vietnamese Le Trong De Toan to im- 
prove his output to 6.0. University of the East junior standout Alces Salvador; 
playing with sore eyes, beat Singapore's Elisabeth Loh tofinish with 55° 
points. Marlon Bernardind 


Paragua competes in 2nd Alushta tilt 
FILIPINO Mark Paragua presses his bid for a grandmaster title as he com- 
petes in the 2nd Alushta Tournament starting today in Alushta, Crimea, |] 
Ukraine. Fresh from winning the 1st Alushta GMT and earning his second 
‘GM result, Paragua needs to score at least 12 points in the 18-player tourna- 
ment to attain full-fledged GM status. Russian GMs Ramil Hasangatin, Veni- , 
‘amen Shtrenkov and Andrey Nikitn lead the field that also includes | 
WGMs/IMs Nino Khurtsidze of Georgia and Olga Alexandrova of Ukraine. + 
Marlon Bernardino 
Laguna Spring topples Baguio 
SPRING Cooking Oil-backed Laguna Spring toppled the Baguio Cardi- “| 
nals, 84-75, while Skygo-supported Tribu Sugbu (Cebu Tribes) ripped 
the Batangas 29ers, 82-71, Wednesday to show the way in the NBC (Ма- 
tional Basketball Conference) national championship. The Spring of NBC... | 
president Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla and Laguna Gov. Teresita "Ningning" 
Lazaro notched their seventh win in 12 games at the University of Baguio 
gym. The event is sponsored by Panasonic, Spring Cooking Oil, PCSO, 
Sulpicio Lines, Natural Spring Mineral Water, Cebu ferries, Air Philip- 
pines, Supercat, Skygo Motorcycles, Trans-Asia, Accel and Molten. 


Homer Cagers, Air Force gain semis 

HOMER Cagers and Air Force triumphed Wednesday night to gain the 
‘semifinals of the NBDL-7th Danny Espiritu Cup basketball tournament -~ 
at the PAF gym inside Villamor Air Base. Homer Go's charges subdued 
Navy, 121-118, while the Airmen stunned Mayor Toti Paredes’ SSC- 
Cavite, 93-84. The crossover semifinals will be held today at the Arel- | 
lano University gym with Homer Cagers facing the Navy squad at 7 | 
p.m. and SSC-Cavite taking on Col Roelito Nolasco's Airmen at 8:30. 


Bartolomes rule Clark Rally Raid 
CALTEX Delo Sports’ legendary off-roader Noel Bartolome and his son 

; Noel Jr turned the 1st Clark Rally Raid in Clark, Pampanga, into their 

1 playground, besting afield of veteran 4x4 campaigners recently. Noel's 
16-year-old son was on the driver's seat in the first-ever rally-raid style 
4x4 tournament. The Bartolomes posted an aggregate time of 17:37 to 
rule the 6-cyclinder division of the meet hosted by the Land Cruiser Club 
Pampanga Chapter and sanctioned by the Luzon 4x4 Federation. "It's a 
good thing, we use Delo Synthetic blend in our racing machines. What- 
ver the racing conditions аге, it never fails to deliver,” said the elder Bar- 
tolome. Team Caltex Delo also clinched the overall team championship. 


Pefiafrancia Sports Festival fires off 

THE 7TH Bakbakan Amateur Boxing championship and the first Regat- 
ta National Invitational Open spiced up the 2004 Peñafrancia Sports 
Festival which fires off today in Naga City. Promising boxers in the re- 
gion will vie for individual and team honors. A total of 1,000 rowers 
from 30 teams from 18 municipalities are taking part in regata which 
features three different categories—team, doubles and singles. A 
cheering competition, trade and cultural activities wil also spur the 10- 
day activities organized by the city government in cooperation with Na- 
ga City Sports Council headed by overall chair Pedro Lee. 


Ма! Arnis Encounter at DAR Gym 


ARNIS Philippines (Arpi), the national sports association recognized by 
1 the Philippine Olympic Committee and Philippine Sports Commission 
(PSC), will launch the National Arnis Encounter 2004 today at the DAR. 
‘Gymnasium, Quezon City. Arpi president Raymond Velayo said more 
than 500 arnisadores from Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao will compete, 
‘surpassing the 200 participants last year. " We are in the process of 
forming the arnis national team, and this tournament is very important in 
selecting the national team members," said Velayo. Marco Festejo and 
Janice Rendon emerged as MVP for men and women's division, respec- 
tively, last year. For inquiries, contact the Arpi secretariat at 725-4859. 


4-stag derby features 60 matches 

MORE than 60 matches will be featured in tonight's 4-stag derby at the 
fully air-conditioned Pasay City Cockpit. Sponsors are Sagupaan Ham- 
mer, Sagupaan Mite Free and Sagupaan B-50 Forten. The event, to be 
hosted by Negros breeder Arnold Mendoza, stakes a cash prize of 
P300,000. This will be a follow-up to the blockbuster 4-stag derby last 
week (76 fights) won by Blandy Tolentino (San Pablo Heat) and Bobbit 
Ples (JR Rabatitat) who scored four wins apiece. Meanwhile, the 2- 
cock ulutan, Pasay Cockpi's new hackfight format, will start on Sun- 
day. For inquiries, contact 8431890, 8431746 and 8166750. 


ГЕИ Hat 3. вари 4 
Treue 2. Empre Sizing майт 
Maer 3. Macho во E fomno Z 
[n amily Dayfangng 
Gossysuer ^. ATSILPBYMR. 999 ач 3. on Wil 4. 

ace 2-1. Laughing Mattor 2. Temstor Nate Talent 5. Prde of Gebu 0/7) 
3. Das Prde 4. Sambat 5. Msh Race 7—1. Dot Com 2. Against AN3. Gold ` 
Закот Prosperty Gol and Dolor 

Race 3—1. Ponal Dancer 2. Privately Race 8—1, Wmdass 2. Advance Party 3. 
Owned. Queen of D Jungle Ais Sar Gong Free 

йке4—1 Gióngpeed2 Кіңілгеед. Race 9—1. Imus Emperor 2. D Pen Tray 
SnariHanys.GestolGrele6. Geh ele 3. Manaman 4, Votes May 8. + 

вхе$—! Mara Maning 2. WoartheFox Best Lover G. Sweet inspraton 


SAMSUNG TOUR WINNERS: Club president Bong Magno 
(right), director Milton Liu (second from left) and event organizer 
Boy Blue Ocampo (left) join the division winners oftherecent ©; 
Samsung Amateur Tour at the Apo Golf Club coursein Davao. ' 
They are, front row from left, Chihiro Ikeda (ladies Class A), Imee · 
Garcia (ladies Class B) and Jay Bayron (championship). Back row, 
from left, Glenn Ching (Class C), Dino Yap (Class B), Junjun 


Grandeza (Class A) and Eloy Olmoguez (Class D) 
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Davenport marches 
to semis vs Russian 


Federer-Agassi showdown stalled by rain 


EW YORK—By the time 

Lindsay Davenport got on 

the court after a long, rainy 
day at the US Open, there were on- 
ly about 100 fans in the stands. 

Some of those spectators were wandering 
around too, and that caused her more trouble. 
than Shinobu Asagoe of Japan. 

“They just kind of kept coming right when 1 
wasin th line of my toss,” she sid. "I just asked if 
they could maybe bring some more ushers out, 
even if there weren't that many people.” 

Davenport overwhelmed Asagoe, 6-1, 6-1, 
Wednesday to reach the semifinals. Shell face 
No. 9 Svetlana Kuznetsova, who defeated No. 14 
fellow Russian Nadia Petrova, 7-6 (4), 6-3. Dav- 
епроп and Kuznetsova were lucky to finish. 

, The glamour match of the tournament so far, 
two-time Open champion Andre Agassi versus 
No. 1 Roger Federer of Switzerland, was sus- 
pended because of showers. Federer led, 6-3, 2-6, 
7-5, and the match will resume Thursday after- 
‘noon, provided more rain does not interfere. 

‘Arthur Ashe Stadium was about one-third full 
for Agassi-Federer. British No. 5 Tim Henman led 
No. 22 Dominik Hrbaty of Slovakia, 6-1, 7-5, 4-5, 
when it was suspended—about a dozen fans 
were there for the warm-up. 

Davenport got to the National Tennis Center 
about two hours before she was scheduled to play 
at Ashe, But with no chance to get started in the 
steady rain, she passed the time trying to sleep, 


LINDSAY 
Davenport 
escapes the rain 
delay to advance 
tothe semifinals. 
" 
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doing crossword puzzles, visiting with her family 
and eating. 

“ез not a total shock to tennis players that we 
have to go through this,” she said. "At this point, I 
just didn't саге if there were 100 people there or 
10 people, just wanted to play" 

Davenport wound up starting at 9,645-seat 
Louis Armstrong Stadium at 7:29 p.m. local time. 


ANDY Roddick and tennis great John McEnroe find a good way to pass time during the: 
delay, The two put on an impromptu show of mock baseball for a handful of spectators. seres 


Cash-strapped SEAG needs a ‘Peter Ueberroth’ 


I FIND nothing wrong with President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo appointing former Tourism Secretary 
Roberto “Ober” Pagdanganan chair of the Philip- 
pine Southeast Asian Games Organizing Com- 
mittee although he has no background in sports. 

One does not need a background in sports to 
be able to run a successful sporting event. What 
the cash-strapped SEAG needs is a topnotch mar- 
keting man, a corporate wizard like, for example, 
Peter Ueberroth who guided the 1984 Los Ange- 
les Games into becoming one of the most suc- 
cessful and profitable Olympics in modem histo- 
ту. Ueberroth achieved success by reducing the 
number of corporate sponsors from 628 in the 
previous Games in Montreal to only 34 official 
sponsors, 64 suppliers and 65 licensees in LA. 
Less, giving more, was the philosophy. 

As you can see, one does not need a back- 
ground in sports to be able to achieve success in 
‘organizing sporting events. French nobleman 
Baron Pierre de Coubertin was not even an ath- 
Jete of note when he revived the Olympic Games, 
but he was able to convince the Greek govem- 
ment to host the first successful modem 
Olympics in Athens on April 6, 1896. 

In hosting next year's SEA Games, the grim re- 
ality facing Philsocis that it simply must swim or 
sink due to the prevailing fiscal crisis. The 2005 


CLEAN LIVING 
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SEA Games is becoming even more expensive to 
stage and there just is not enough money to cov- 
er the cost of running the SEAG estimated at PL 
billion. 

However, Pagdanganan, a marketing man and 
а successful manager at Unilever, assured the 
public that the SEA Games will go on despite 
speculations that the country might cancel the af- 
fair dueto lack of funds. 

“There's no cancelation,” said the Philsoc 
chair, adding that members of his committee are 
‘set to meet on Oct. 10-12 to tackle the cost-cut- 
ting measures, among them shortening the com- 
petition schedule from 10го 8 days and reducing 
the number of events. 

FOR THE RECORD. When President Manuel 1. 
‘Quezon headed the Philippine Olympic Commit- 
tee from 1916 to 1935, the country produced 


By then, organizers had shifted the schedule so all 
four matches could be played at the same time. 

Only two dozen fans headed over to outer 
Court 11 for the start of the quarterfinal between 
Kuznetsova and Petrova. It was so empry that 
when Petrova slapped the strings of her racket af- 
tera missed shot, it sounded like a violin—it was 
that easy to hear. 

The match was originally supposed to be 
played at Armstrong. Instead, the setting looked 
more like a recreation league tournament, and 
that was fine by Kuznetsova. 

"It was important for me to play on a small 
court so dont get nervous," she said. 

‘The other women's semifinal will also be Unit- 
ей States versus Russia: No. 8 Jennifer Capriati 

takes on No. 6 Elena Dementieva in 
theother matchup. 

), Davenport has won 22 
matches in a row since losing 
to Russia's Maria Sharapova 
in the semifinals at Wimble- 

don. She's already won three 

Grand Slam titles, including the 

1998 Open. 

“Tm in a great position. Ive done everything 
that I could possibly do to be ready to play here 
and do well" she said. 

‘Agassi got off to a slow start, and had trouble 
handling Federer's serve in the first set. But Agassi 
came back to win 12 of 13 points early in the sec- 
ond set for 3.0 lead and went on to close it out, 
drawing a standing ovation. AP 


La Salle routs . . . 


From page A25 

In junior play the Junior Fighting Maroons 
kept second spot at 83 after blasting the 
Bullpups, 68-56. 

The scares: 

Second game (Srs) - 

UP 64—028 13, Santos 12, Ameda 11, Canaries 10, 
Inafies 7, Cruz 6, Epres 5, Gomez 0, Robin 0, Bienvenida 0, Orte- 
саб тко 

NU S5—Miciat 12, Estolano 9, Malcortento 7, Baljon 6, 
Asoro 6, Mollena 4, King 4, Garcia 3, Mendoza 2, Malaguefio 2, 
Moradas 0. D. Camora 0, Femandez 0, С. Camo б. 

Quarters: 18-15, 36-20, 48-42, 64-55. 

‘Third game (Srs) 

1A SALE 81— Cardona 20, Caso 14, Tang 12, Araña 10, 
Gaco 7, Malerhoffer 6, Cabatu 6, Benitez 4, Gavino 2, Walsham 
0. бастап. Gaia, Cua 0. Aquino 0 

UE 61 tale 14, Arno 9, Sapuindel 7, (аласа 7, 
 Palaganas 6, Labagala 6, Pradas 6, Acuña 3, Tamayo 2, Dizon 2, 
apo 2, Tataquero 0, Sugatan 0. 

(Quarters: 2211,42-9, 65-45, 81-61. 


four Olympic bronze medalists beginning with 
swimmer Teofilo Yidefonso, who won third place 
in Amsterdam in 1928. Under Jorge Vargas, the 
POC president from 1936 to 1955, the Philip- 
pines won her fifth Olympic medal, also a 
bronze, in the 1936 Berlin Games courtesy of 
400-meter hurdler Miguel White. In the 1964 
‘Tokyo Games, Anthony Villanueva won RPS 
sixth Olympic medal, a silver in boxing, under 
‘Antonio de las Alas, who headed the POC (1956- 
1968). POC president Jose Sering (1985-1992) 
contributed the seventh and eighth Olympic 
medals, both boxing bronzes, won by Leopoldo 
Serantes in the 1988 Scoul Olympics and Roel 
Velasco in the 1992 Barcelona Games, respec- 
tively Mansueto “Onyok” Velasco gave the 
Philippines her ninth Olympic medal, silver (RP's 
second silver), in the 1996 Atlanta Games when 
Rene Cruz was the POC president. The Philip- 
pines did not win any Olympic medal under the 
POC presidency of Sen. Ambrosio Padilla (1972 
Munich), Nereo Andolong (1976 Montreal), 
Michael Keon (1984 Los Angeles) and Celso 
Dayrit (2000 Sydney and 2004 Athens). The 
Philippines did not join the US-led boycott of the 
Moscow Games in 1980 when Julian Malonso 
was the POC president after he assumed the re- 
maining months of the term of Andolong. 


MEGA SALE! 


оп September 23, 2004 • STARTS AT 8: 


30 A.M. SHARP 


JOIN THE UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION OF 


TRUCKS • HEAVY EQUIPMENT * 
On these dates: SEPT. 23 - 26, 


STARTS AT 8/30 A.M. SHARE. 


MISC. ITEMS 
2004 


= 


877171775039] 


(С FUSO CANTER CLOSED VAN, 
TATE MODEL. 


тп 


2 


WISC-TRUCK CABINS, 


2 70NS-10 TONS, 


INSPECTION DATES: SEPT. 17 - 22, 2004 


For inquiries please call: 


02)984-6741 = (02)884-6753 + (02)984-0215/16, 


(аты o: hfoGuuedninralin som «Уы our еке wow suia co 


+ Low Interest Rates 
+ With FREE Canopy 
пу Campershell, 
Portable Rel. 
@ Dai-ichi 


Home Entertainment System 


Low D/P - PBG, 500 


E 


Low B/P - P99,000 


"Low Interest Rates 
+ With FREE DVD by 


Low D/P - P2233,500 


+ Low Interest Rates 
+ With FREE DVD by 
AUDIOVOX, Portable 


оғ oR 
50% DP / 0% Interest at 18 Mos Term’ | (50% DP / 0% Inte 


at 18 Mos Term'] | 50% DP/ 0% Interest at 12 Mos Term’ 


Mantrade Development Corp. 
2278 Pasong Tama Extension, Makali Cty 
Tels: 43-3316 10 21 Dieci Line: 812-7701 7743 17782 


Fax: 817-8257 « Manda: 251-8056 / 9060 


Nissan North EDSA Balintawak 
TAEDA be Cy 


Nissan Westgate / Southwoods 
Matang Zaps Ва Миа Са“ Carmona: Cae 
төз телеу КАД 
тш {ab (8 166: (49 413040 


әкете С 


E 
A weekly бігесбогу 5 
of the country's best éstabl 


New wor 

RENNES HOTEL. 
шы The Peninsula Manila Hotel 

Cor Apis Ave. B Makati Ave, Pl 
Па 10-156 Fax 815-4825 


a» 


New World Renaissance Hotel 
Esperanza St cor makati Ave., Makati Сту. 
"el BI адаа B 6777 


Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Paseo da Roas cor: Makan Ave. Malati Cty. 
Чы 50-8056 


Макай Shangri-La Hotel 
Ayala Ave cor, Маай Ave.. Makai Сту 
"Gl 13:86 Fax 813-5499 
‘wwshangy incom 


A 
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Dusit Hotei Nikko 
Ss 


‘The Bellevue Manila 
North Bridgeway Northgate 


"Abteng топара? 
Tal. (639) 771-8081 fax (638) 771-2282 
Wevwihebelerue com ph 


<GARDEN 


PLAIA 
E 


Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
630 Bele Sc. Paco. Marla 
Evercrest Golf Club Resort, Inc. | — Te(632)524835/ x (832) 522-4040 
Ken Ta bandao, Nese былды. 
14.62) 12:320 098. 
Fax (02) 7129299 
Manda Sales Ofice 733.3822/732-9955 
nt 
boum 
Waterfront Hotel Lahug 
| Sainas Orne tag Cebu Cy 
лы (631) 292-6888 (6331 292-5860 
ананан net 


Waterfront Hotel Mactan 
деро Rand Lapu Lapu Cy 6015 
Te (6532) 340. 4888ta (6332) 340-5693 
‘rwewaterronthtele et 


Mactan island Resort 
Puna Engano Rond: Lapu Lapu Cebu 
Té. (632) толиа ax (632) 231-1688 
аналар om 


9 


INTERCONTINENTAL 


Intercontinental Manila 
T Ayala Avenue, kat Ску 
Aa ISNT 

vowwintarcontmentaLcom 


FI 


аат Royal Mandaya Hotel 


ASTORIA PLAZA Рта Сіз 
“at ойу 205 Bf (001) 225-1088 
^ 


ЕТІН 


Era: sls@astoraplaza.com 
Camp john Hay Manor 


E A 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
Makar Ave. coc Kalayaan St Makati Cy 
Чы O28811 ae (219-1415 
Emal makatserygardenhoreis com 
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Executive Plaza Hotel 
1630A Mabin St Malte Maniis 
Te 523-1000 fn 554979 
Ema ses @executvepiazaotel.com 
кус океситмерралене хот. 


Б.А 
Cip Garden 


City Garden Sues 
1150A Matan Se: Erma. Pani 
“el 36-1451 Fax 524-4844 
Emaiiciyresenatoni@esygarderotel.com 
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Hotel Venz 
No. Abana St. Baguio Chy 
“al (074) 446-0706 1903 
Fan (074) 446-0704 
mal: hottvenaGiskpret net 
Vewechoteven tom. 


ponies e 
SUPREME 


Hotel Supremo. 
113 Magsaysay Ave agio Ску 
78074) 443 40 10 Fa (4) M 55 


TH Manco Poto 


тһе Marco Polo. 
CH Recto Se Davao Gy 8000 
Зы (662) 221-0686 (062) 225-0111 
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| 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
P laurel se зо Ciy 
(00255 001a 234-3858 


tm 

‘Taal Vista Hotel 
Aguinaldo igen. Тарау 
табиа бода, (4014 


Voca Road. Bagso Cay 
шуа о 


Cty Travel Hotel 
15 Kand d 
ты. (074) 445-046 Fan 074) 445-0457 
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Cooyeesan Hote Ры. 
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та 0 433 07444] 095 эв 
Fas (014) 447-0494 


Фе Golden Pine 


Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 
Intersection of Carno St and Lagarda 


без. Bsgo Cy. 

тысы ӨЛ жату 
Tx (074) 446-0704 
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An 
SOMERSET 


Somerset Salcedo, Makati 


SOMERSET 


Somerset Millennium, Makau 
Ме ЛОНА рате S Legaspi Vilage, 1229 
ше 


d 
та 888.0505 Fa 12-7721 
m 
“эё 
SOMERSET 
Somerset Olympa, Makati 


не, 7912, Makan Ave. 1220 Makai Слу 
"et 812-1010 Fax 818-8254 


aea» 


Oakwood Premier Ayala Center 
ah Floor, Glonena 4 Ayata Center 
‘Makau Cry Mero Fanila 
“el з 2) 729 8008102 8101 Fac: (32) 
"78.0000  echuntdoskwood. com ph 
моз сат 


+ SUMMER PLACE HOTEL 
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ж: 
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The dicun: Hotel sizzles 
with HBO's ‘Sex & The City’ 


THE BELLEVUE Hotel was filled with funky 
fashionistas, dashing gentlemen and alluring 
ladies at the recent HBO "Sex & the City: A Fi- 
nal Toast” high lifestyle extravaganza. Hosted 
by lifestyle columnist Johnny Litton together 
‘with stylish beauty expert Chechel Joson, the 
glitzy event was organized for Asian Vision 
Cable Holdings (AVCH) subscribers and 


members of The Bellevue's Alabang's Finest. 

Together with event partners AVCH, HBO 
and Rustan's, The Bellevue Hotel transformed 
its 20/20 Bar and Entertainment Center to a 
hip New York venue. 

Highlights of this sensational evening in- 
cluded a special “Sex & the City" advance 
screening by HBO, a private viewing by Rus- 


tan's, a dating game with model Brad Turvey; 
a fashion presentation by Robbie Carmona,a 
raffle and “Sex & the City" look-alike contest, 
Bellevue's frontliners GM Cyady Tan Jaraba: 
ta, marketing services manager Ryan Chan 
and executive assistant manager Patrick Chari 
"were there to welcome the lucky invitees 
which came from all over the metro. 


EVENT emcee and society columnist Johnny Litton, HBO admin sales and marketing assistant Neo Yen Nee, The Bellevue general manager 
Cyndy Tan-Jarabata, HBO affiliate sales and training director Jacelyn Kek and Asian Vision Cable Holdings (AVCH) chief executive officer Paco’ 
Magsaysay were the figures behind Bellevue's successful ‘Sex & The City: A Final Toast’. 


This September at The Cafe and Thien Duong 


TREAT yourself to a flavorful 
journey around the world with 
The Café's Daily Themed Buffet 
this September at Dusit Hotel 
Nikko. Taking center stage this 
month are Asian and Japanese 
selections, International Selec- 
tions, Mediterranean, and СІ 
nese. Seafood lovers will be de- 
lighted with the special lobster 
included in the Seafood Galore 
Buffet. 

Enjoy “А la Minute Cooking" 
every Thursday, Friday and Sun- 
day and get to choose from a vari- 
ety of seafoods and meats to cre- 
ate your own gourmet meal 
Available for lunch and dinner, 
Live Pasta Cooking Show also 
happens daily and adds excite- 


ment to your mid-day treats 

For the cold months ahead, 
Dusit Hotel Nikko's Thien Duong 
Vietnamese Restaurant invites 
you to warm yourself with its 
Long Live Noodles. Starting Sept. 
15 until December, enjoy two 
kinds of noodles (egg and rice 
noodles) served in a big bowl 
complemented with three kinds 
of appetizers. Choose from Fresh 
or Fried Spring Rolls, Shrimp 
Toast with Sesame Seeds, Fried 
Minced Shrimp on Sugarcane or 
Grilled Pork Balls to start your 
meal. Priced at Р510++, the 
Long Live Noodles with appetizer 
combo is available ala carte for 
lunch and dinner. For queries, call 
867-3333. 


Waterfront Cebu City 
Hotel’s South Beach Diet 


MOST people are tired of trying new diets for 
the reason that they just don't work! So what 
makes the South Beach Diet different? 125 dif- 
ferent in that it teaches a whole new way of 
life where you rely on the right carbohydrates 
and fats. This new way of eating still allows 
you to eat the right carbohydrates and fats 
thus taking away that feeling of deprivation 
one usually has while on a diet. Usually, when 
a person eats bad carbohydrates and fats they 
still feel famished, causing them to eat more 
thus gaining even more weight. In exchange. 
for eating right, you become healthier and 
can enjoy an 8 to 13-pound weight loss in just 
two weeks! 

The Diet, which was designed ro work with 
your body safely and effectively, was created 
by Dr. Arthur Agatston, a highly respected 
cardiologist. This diet works in three phases, 
the first two for a specific timeframe and the. 
third phase for life. With this new approach, 
counting calories do not exist, as well as 
weighing food portions. And you stop feeling 
deprived from eating good-tasting and satis- 
fying food! You will actually be eating three, 
normal-sized meals each day plus two snacks. 
Now, you don't have to look far or stay home. 
to follow that diet! With Waterfront Cebu City 


Hotel and Casino's (WCCHC) meal plans, ће 
hotel takes care of you and your diet. 

Best of all, you will see amazing results ina 
short amount of time. With WCCHC's South 
Beach Diet, you can dine on mouth-watering 
foods like Grilled Chicken Skewer on Yogurt 
Sauce, Roast Beef Tenderloin, and even Fresh 
Fruit Ricotta Cream and still lose the weight! 

So dine out now and still lose those calo- 
ries at WCCHC. For more inquiries, call Wa- 
terfront Cebu City Hotel at (032) 232-6888 
or Manila sales and reservations office at (02) 
687-0888. 


Events for Foundation Day 


THIS September, Executive Plaza Hotel cele- 
brates its Foundation Day. Catch these four 
exciting events to ever hit the entertainment 
scene in the Metropolis! 

Avail yourself of the special anniversary 
rate of P1,600 for standard rooms with set 
breakfast for double or twin occupancy. 
This promo is valid for the entire Septem- 
ber. 

Wednesday nights has been chosen as the 
Ladies Night at the Rio Bar Cafe. As a special 
treat, itis giving a glass of wine free to all lady 
guests for every P250 and above food pur- 
chase at The Rio Bar Café. 

Let the mellow music of Like Humans Do 


captivate you as it brings to your soul the 
soothing songs of our times. Be it pop, jazz, 
R&B and modern music, expect Like Humans 
Do to make your Wednesday nights enchant- 
ing and relaxing. 

Gimmick experience will never be the 
same, as Rio Bar Café and Restaurant pre- 
sents its super hot bands guaranteed to make. 
your Friday and Saturday nights fun-filled 
and exciting! Jam with the Cowboy and Kwer- 
das, as they bring the kind of music that 
speaks your lifestyle, your kind of swing! 

For reservations, call 523-1000 loc. 304/ 
525-8969, or e-mail sales@executiveplaza- 
hotel.com. 


Fire, Spice 
and Ice at 
Bocarinos 


NEW WORLD Renaissance Hotel's stylish cre- 
ative cuisine resto Bocarinos continues its 
2004 Bocarinos Wine Series with its next 
event entitled "Fire, Spice & Ice" on Wednes- 
day, Sept. 29, 6:30 p.m. % 

“Fire, Spice & Ice" differs from the previous 
‘wine dinners as it presentsa more casual way б 
enjoy culinary masterpieces prepared by the ho- 
tels master chefs headed by Executive Chef Col- 
in Healy, complemented by the finest wines 
from New Zealand, Australia, South America, 
and the United States. An array of “food stas 
tions" categorized as “Fire",” Spice", "Ice", and, 
“Flavored Ice", will be situated around the 
restaurant providing the opportunity for guests 
to mingle. Sample Asian Blackened Lapu Lapu 
with Mint Labna, Vermont Bacon Com Bread 
with Peppered Beef, and Lemon Grass Fistt 
Skewers offered under the "Fire" food category. 
‘At the "Spice" station, try the Crispy Spiced 
Lamb, Honey Spiced Duck, Roasted Salmon & 
Sauce Romesco, or the Slow Cooked Pork & 
Chinese Spiced Bean Sauce. The "Ice" comet 
will prove to be interesting as it offers Roasted 
Beetroot, Fera, and Apricot Salad; Ceviche of 
Scallops & Fennel, among others. To cap the 
dinner, drop by the “Flavored Ice" station and 
enjoy Caramel Balsamic Ice; Lemon & Yoghurt 
Ice, Lavender, & Thyme Ice; Chocolate & Star 
Anise Ice, Iced Rice Pudding; and Exotic Native 
Fruits & Chilli Chocolate. 

The perfect accompaniment for the dinner 
menu is a wonderful wine selection that in 
cludes House of Nobilo Marlborough Sauvi 
gnon Blanc from New Zealand; Tigress Pinot 
Noir from Tasmania; Houghton White Bur: 
gundy and Banrock Station White Shiraz both 
from Australia; Veramonte Cabernet Sauvi: 
gnon from Chile; Ravenswood zinfandel from 
California, and other fine wines choices. 

“Fire Spice & lec” is held in partnershig 
with winedirect and is at P1,500 net per per- 
son. Only limited seats are available. For 
reservations and inquiries, call the New 
World Renaissance Hotel at 81 16888. 
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Book on Nepomucenos launched 
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ceno of Angeles, Pam- 


Ге - |р 
cm М 
@Й МЕСАМА cm MANILA e 
EGAN LL FAIRVIEW uma 2 7 LA by 


p 1 М | | pampangan Stu 
мен VS. PREDATOR CONNIE AND CARLA Tae Terminal PR ; Y 538 y will be launched to: 


DODGEBALL NOW THAT I HAVE YOU ‘THE NOTEBOOK и 2 morrow, Sept. 11, at 
‘THE TERMINAL ALIEN VS. PREDATOR PRINCESS DIARIES 2 2 $ the Holy Angel Uni- 


versity (HAU) in An- 
GODSEND  ANACONDAS ‘TOOLBOX MURDERS geles City. 


‘TOOLBOX MURDERS GODSEND DODGEBALL б. t { The first book of its 
CINE EUROPA THE NOTEBOOK ANACONDAS E o (471 Kind in Kapampan- 


Wi gan letters, ^A Cofra- 
HAUNTED SPIRIT 2 DODGEBALL 'ODSEND э dia of Two" is au- 


PRINCESS DIARIES 2 PRINCESS DIARIES 2 HAUNTED SPIRIT 2 as огей by Edita P 


5 Mendoza of the Uni- 
THENOTEBOOK THE TERMINAL ANACONDAS 1 йу of Sao 
ANACONDAS COLLATERAL 1, ROBOT Қ Tomas. (UST) Center 


CONNIE AND CARLA BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 [ALIEN VS, PREDATOR 7 for Intercultural 
LAWS OF ATTRACTION TOOLBOX MURDERS LAWS OF ATTRACTION Studies and was pre- 


pared under a re- 
em CINEMA search grant from 


NORTH EDSA . TUTUBAN т БА HAU. It documents 

[7 mon and highlights the 
TOOLBOX MURDERS PRINCESS DIARIES 2 ANACONDAS legacy of Juan and 
PRINCESS DIARIES 2 TOOLBOX MURDERS 0DSEND Teresa Nepomuceno 


(c1892-1973) as Ka- 

HAUNTED SPIRIT 2 ‘THE TERMINAL THE TERMINAL I pese depu 
THE NOTEBOOK  GODSEND ‘TOOLBOX MURDERS y* who embodied and 
THETEUNNAL мою instilled in their chil- 


dren the sterling val- 
DODGEBALL NOW THAT I HAVE YOU ues of the Filipino 


ANACONDAS DODGEBALL famiy, They are pe 

: sented as citizen- 

consenn ALIEN VS. PREDATOR A ы 

THENOTEBOOK build the first city of 

COLLATERAL қ the Kapampangan re- 

gion, and Catholic lay 

North ili servants who spent 

em сті em = their years in faithful 

MARILAO PAMPANCA BAGUIO TEN service to their ca- 

poter Tus p E balens and the Roman 
THEALAMO ANACONDIS ANACONDAS Catholic Church. 

pace EA M eeepc With the retrospec- 

LAWS OF ATTRACTION CONNIE AND CARLA DEAD PEOPLE (Mel) wissen | tems fe ee tive accounts of their 


TT x 
ANACONDAS BANGKOK HAUNTED 2. ‘THE TERMINAL les волаю Бе edid eight surviving chil- 


‘THUNDERBIRDS PRINCESS DIARIES 2 THUNDERBIRDS 1 um toss sis ЫРА EO ERA 
LAWS OF ATTRACTION А x ышы AMACONDAS | 22am THE NOTEBOOK presents. "how the 


tom петина à 
THUNDERBIRDS Су oan Nepomucenos mar- 


Mert sap sam меже | riage and partnership 
South а peas тепши. established the coun- 

А cm cm ЕЕ LIP DODGEBALL пу first Catholic 

CITY LAS PINAS BICUTAN BACOOR SRI ASIE СБУ school run by layper- 
кə теш [o dms гоол! sons; the region's first 


"Елу: tenu, 2250) дан. crystal ice plant and 
DODGEBALL  ANACONDAS DODGEBALL ssim иги electric: plan; the 


78 
PRINCESS DIARIES ‘THE TERMINAL, THE TERMINAL xm е ленне. city's premier subdivi- 
ANACONDAS DODGEBALL ANACONDAS sion that reconfg- 


mos ured Angeles’ layout 


‘THE TERMINAL  GODSEND TOOLBOX MURDERS and social strata; a 


BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 REN ALIEN VS. PREDATOR Cinema 2000 Target Nal - stopping cnet shat 
ALIEN VS. PREDATOR SUCAT PRINCESS DIARIES 2 Sa DSTO occurs | totales Ba redefined Kapampan- 
TOOLBOX MURDERS кп NOTEBOOK Rt ИЗӘ 1 ‘STEPFORD WIVES ee ж 
= TN pm H po | оШеуе and а 

 GODSEND. DODGEBALL NOW THATI HAVE YOU RON EE yoousoxwunnen |364 ANACONDAS. home-based зоб 


THE NOTEBOOK ‘THE TERMINAL 5 сою Cinema 2000 Waltermart | «ші ісоу that 


мт Сааты) te (089) 857303 сона 
p UE tmm riae: HAUNTED SPIRIT bd the country’s largest 
GODSEND > 2 sieti. Бе beverage company. 
E TERMINAL 
cm cm —Ó os BE secs ae one of 
Tw а 
DASMA REA : Э those larger-than-life 
Lacie Gotesco Grand Central Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall Filipino ^ dynasties, 
1 ‘THUNDERBIRDS ‘THUNDERBIRDS Сана) изаа [as айа ойыр. who strengthen their 
2 ‘THE TERMINAL STEPFORD WIVES А айкарга ашп respective regions 
3 MEDALLION ee and facilitate decen- 
4 


THETERMINAL | Movie Theatres of tbe New Milenio 


мн; : 
TonLboX MURDERS DEAD PEOPLE е еў тетен E асі power fom 
ANACONDAS ETERNAL SUNSHINE тнт d the national capital" 
THE TERMINAL Cinema 2000 Cinemagix Center director Robby 
Visayas & Mindanao concent ылы. снеғеех запа * Tanngeo said. Juan 
[ood Cr Min and ‘Teresa Nepomu- 
em аети таа БИ ceno were unique and 
(Oot mucoas CHRONICLE OF RIDDICK 
cm E d Davao кер. i. "rure BM came cnc 
nnm (SODS) тепл то als 
CEBU ILOILO ters who also rep 


CEI Dr тиши 5 (075) ooocesau | Cinema 2000 Metratown sented the best quali- 
BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 (aac) te (045) 982.1729 ties of Kapampangan 
sva SUPER SIZE ME 6 (Doby) roovsoxwunoen [1 ге parenthood and com- 
ERO 7 (oby) swso iem — PARIS munity leadership." 
PRINCESS DIARIES 2 RESERVED STEPFORD WINES p PEN LIA fem" ALENVS, PREDATOR Ambeth Ocampo, 
РҒОВО ме TE ^ 
STEPFORD WIVES PRINCESS DIARIES 2 атаан woos | Sy ps Cinema 2000 Waltermart | ce of he Neroni 
CONNIE AND CARLA CINDERELLA STORY авнаа тәсімі Кл: Pande td turns pater quent 
[uma 1 me 
зоналы ДЫМ ‘STEPFORD WIVES e 2 PRINCESS DIARIES? foreword, Dr. Lu- 
BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 RING: THE SPIRAL CAGAYAN жәие |3аа | nutus PREDATOR ciano PR. Santiago, 
LAWS OF ATTRACTION RESERVED DE ORO ннан st" 1 | TAGANT PAET eminent genealogist, 
4 m. T DER Lianas Cinema cultural Philip- 
ANACONDAS ALIENS. PREDATOR 1 WEREWOLF: GINGERSNAPS2 sl in ad acum titan) te 502276 ge histor 
AWHOLE 10 YARDS (Mandaluyong) 16 724.4986 E MONS ап, will present a ге- 
PRINCESS DIARIES 2 қама) ee tel EN d. ofthe book dur- 
‘THUNDERBIRDS, RESERVE lines! Movietit ing the launching. 
RES | m ште он у 


2 OPENS SEPTEMBER 16.2004 (Calamia] te (049) 545.7202 С В 3 


банын иони [3 OPENS scortum 16.2004 осир 
5 eem |" oree sereen t юм M 
siis 


METROPQUS тарып SwA ends at 


— rs Mega Center Mall 


(cabanatuan City) te (044) 46332. 

[T Ң теген Бы Luneta 
vou via |2 anouno ne woniomioonss |) SPIRAL 

THE TERMINAL | secos | | THe cNOERELLASTORY 

рет - stepronowves 3m "ину рюмок Ш ROBIN Padilla and 

МЕ/3:00/5:40/ "ин So инета Judy Ann Santos will 


i: оосо Cine Nepo beat the Rizal (Lune- 
25 um ата бота Chy té (5) 5153489 Fiesta World Mall ЮЙ 2) Park today to en- 


SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 6 Lese P DEAD PERLE act the final scenes, 

m A vou |2 wenewour onsen sez SURUM i ч 

2 5 live on national tele 

Tonsiog memo vd acne fins foe uc dm COINE & CARLA оообевли. a oe eae 

DODGEBALL TA baat ene AD st Tmall fe eee HAMOG peu aee 

КЕТЛІРГЕ КСС qup Leste arr WUE aon na ramecssounese | азат Кїз one of 

12:05/4:15/6:25/ — t ir jd 
- ГІ 'entre Plaza Cinema. E i ng teleseryes. 

8:36/10:15 LFS/ SEPTEMBER 10 - Fela Ibid cd ЕСІЛ. "кесу. first 

10:45 LMF/12:25 END PORTUGAL SWEDEN w жі 1 тнесмоеяецатоу | desi tana MA о philippine TV 

ForSeatfsenaton caro s | | SWEET NIGHTMARE YOUNG ADAM. $ cB STEPFORDWHES НИЕ ЧЕРТ history that sap 

Егіс ан a 5 РЕА gestae quus 


4:30pm $30pm MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT finale. SE 
+ Я TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE ABS-CBN is invit- 


"ВКК A30 


—THE— 


PODIUM 
LY 


Wert aie vetet to change nit 


ово rt PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER —— P Ó 


Дз É ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2004 


" : : Bill Vol. 2," “уап Helsing,” “God- games, TV series, music, docu- clude Ogie Alcasid, The Compa- cials at a charity gala organized 

Opposite direction smsa sen wi Robert demo, The mentaries, and news, spors and пу, Akafellas, Luke Mejares, Di. by the Singaporean goverment 
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RELATIVELY recent film releases Azkaban.” the airline offers diverse enter- Note" at the Music Museum on Some months ago, she was invit- tive but big-voiced talent is goinj 
are on view this month on Singa- Other films on view are "Kill tainment options like video Sept. 24 and 25. Her guests in- ed to sing for top Singapore off places-—lterally! 3 
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adults, and where their relationship took оп a 
romantic note. 
From January to August, “Basta’t Kasama " > a 
Kita” averaged a 36.5 percent rating. The fig- Ct NEPLEX б 
ures reached a high of 41.30 percent on Aug. | t. TEXT YOUR 
12. 


THE NOTEBOOK PRINCESS DIARIES 2 -| youR PRIZE PRIZE TO 2910 

TS or t саи. Fra sei cara ES i num 1 VCTenicotts ortam 

Hace Rie: 6-1) MIRCB Ras: 1GP) ^ тотен, АКЕ 
DODGEBALL Ше ‘ences Район 

Risa tara Оюн rat Сора nor Cora cao 3 

Бауы MIROR aie: p0: 10 


ұз 


4 Кт 
тана A CONDA ssa | тИ 
EI A 
oa 


с 

3 ёй — ANACONDAS 

1220920 p40 pm 650 рт 80 5m (395,53 

Ң ii THE TERMINAL ; 
H 


aetati pnt pn E Ee 


DODGEBALI 


[rr 


6 ÉESEESITOOLBOX MURDERS REMA 


Шы Зерт ре Юра + 1816 VCD Components 
GODSEND ҚУЫ ерен тте 118 LG DVD/VHS Combo Players 
pem в Nokia 6600 Cellular Phones 


а 18 G-Shock Watches. 
NEW FIESTA CARNIVAL x 18 Baby-G Watches 


OPEN TODAY 4РМїо10РМ Ы Ў 18 P10.000 in Cash. 


"ARANETA COLISEUM |е THE TERMINAL ) ym 
NCAA : FINAL 4 - GAMES. 1050, 1:15,330,5:45, 800. zi 11:00. 1:15, 3:30, 5:45, 800, 
Ж 4-GAMES osi 
ATENEO vs FEU P 
e уз FEU 
Ң Sep12 Uie; CHEERING COMPETITION 
° Sept5! JOHN MAXWELL in MANILA 
Н WELL in MANILA 


МЧ 5ер17 'зоитнвовпЕк сонсевт e |Ң TICKETPRICES & SCREENING TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


© For ticis cal TicketNec at 911-5555 Wan « 72244 


noviz (9020908 


MANILA - 
EASTERN, 

MAXIM pr] $ ПІ 
MIRAMAR ЕТТЕ 


+ 5 
NER маг [XE 
T 


Oa BISA ASU 
ROBEN ЕТЕГІ 
TANDEN-T эки 


TANDEM 


A | Spt 20021 7:30pm 
зон ин, is SM MEGAMALL 


XNAIO PERO MSAT cinema1 
rt 


ТТТ 
ЕТТІ 
ІІІ AS 
ао . UNZ regular showing | sept152004 
ІН “| at all SM Cinemas nationwide 

ЕТЕГІ 


QUEZON CITY ` 


MTRCB Rating:PG-13| 


3 
теве (—— 
°° Wick 


for screening schedules 833 3999 


MANDALUYONG CITY ы —————ши=шининнин 
SHANGRHLAPLEAMALL 650707600701 1070 
TOLL womemorcwwersemcnsswr| | A Comedy about a Second Chance at First Love? 


PREMERE THEATRE Lg *ISTLOVE' REWIND BEGINS SEPT 15 


CAINTA RIZAL Maine YII 

STA. LUCIA EAST ШЕЛЕГІН ЖЕТ м сй aoe и т Сез 
ТЇНЕМА+1 TH TAH YOU 
CINEMAZ * THE BEST ROMANTIC COMEDY 
CINEMAS ШЕПТІ STRI 

CINEMÁ-A Байт DIA [rg 

CINEMAS s] SEN REGE 
CINEMAS БҮТІН 
CINEMA ҮТҮ 
CINEMAS ШЕТІ 
CINEMAS urs; ШЕТІН 1 
CINEMA-TO pots Bora moms | | 4 кя 


CINEMÁ-Ti soos тигән | | чле 


NAME: JASON BOURNE 
OCCUPATION: ASSASSIN 
CRIME: ESPIONAGE 


"BOURNE 
SUPREMACY 


THEY STOLE HIS IDENTITY. NOW HE WANTS IT BACK. 
IN THEATERS SEPT. 22 


a D o n эмм Entertainment Corporation 


CINEMA-T2 [15:73 


CNEMICTA 
ЕТЕДІ Ў 
шш 13. 


gol 


(LAS PINAS) түүл 
ČINEMAT ГТГ 


Tava rO ROSA н - `5 
MENU BLACK ед ШЕТІ etus... ee 
ЕТ 


лава by T9 COLUMBIA PICTURES 


Opposite 
ES direction 


[cinema access FOR att BRANCHES | 
iww.robinsonsmovieworld.com From page A32 


telecast was less sat- 

if E isfying than the first. 
TOP MOVIE THEATER Did the show pre- 
Annual National Family Consumers ATC G1 G4 sent its best contes- 
Consumer's Quality Award 2003 Choice Award 2003 == | ---- — tants in the first tele- 


cast as a good buena 


NOW SHOWING оова 1 қасам |19900 5 ен | Же |і шел | пою ҮШІ кь 
ету е 2 x 16/820. 71 10] downhill for the 

za soe ЕНТ Бе” singing competition 

Қ 2 GALLERIA 6321151016 M ss ERIS а om hereon? tes 
cie осона: |3 В hope not 
CINEMA 4 хи [p BANGKOK Aside from being 


Tux CONNIE = 
ш FEMME 11:00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00 3 anaconoas 4 EUNE | Тнотевоок 3,8822 |3 HAUNTED 2: less vocally gifted 


THE UNBORN 
GB1 than the first two fe- 


3 eit m e si 
THE TERMINAL СЕ DODGEBALL 4 'GODSEND 4 copsenn (372 male singers, last 
2 | 


S| 4anaconoas Й Saturday's Reema 
oo 118:405.646,930 | Drtso,xansze волаю | имаммен И Щ 1, ETERNAL Penis зена 


kx um o THE |4 cobsewo DODGEBALL A also younger. Their 
б, сов | 6 „коток |. олда NOTEBOOK LIPPE CP Басса I youth was appealing, 
1020, 12:40, 3.90, 520, 7:40, 1000 | 11:00, 1:45, 4.30, 7:15, 1000. 12:40, 2:00, 5:20. 7.40, 10.00 Bes ата 
= рәге m less focused and se- 
At the Activity Center cure, betraying their 

THE TOOL BOX MURDERS | HAUNTED SPIRITS2 | THE PRINCESS DIARIES 2 Pru lackof experience. 
1045, 109.115, 520.148, 1000 122n.240,500,720,040 |) uesimaa non GLORIETTA TOWN AYALA CENTER. Clearly, the show 
Pre sinira has its work cut out 


MATINEE: Monday to Friday/ 10 am-4pm except holidays 7 N. | AAAA 


Matinee Price: P80 for one level cinemas ы-ы гү кай ‘SCHOOL EXHIBIT RA for itself to find con- 
Regular Price: P150 THX / P95/65 for two levels cinemas / P95 for one level cinemas September 1010 12. 2004 Sextenb 16.1 00 107 00pm testants who are both 
g 


young and vocally su- 
€ ERMITA 536-7809 to 12 


П perior. But it has to 
Enrerranmens LIVE! ecd omen 


= Р 2 the high singing stan- 
EZ EB dard it set two tele- 
GREENBELT 2. MUSIC STYLES, SAVOUR NATURE EXHIBIT casts ago will quickly 


Бала тылы БҮ WWF PHILIPPINES bite the dust, and the 
‘September 10.1 0010 10 00pm Greenbell3 Lobby. September 1 to 14 оры a 


tenders will Ье аз raw 
REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 

at REP's GLOBE THEATER -Avoust о December 12, 2008 and gauche as many 
of those competing 
TRADE HALL FOR EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORE! on its rival show, 
For inqumes and bookinas. please сай 750-4982 to 84 Channel 7s "Pinoy 
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"s show's prospects, 
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tensive makeovers, 
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good singers who nation: two soso rection! voice should carry 
were unfortunately: singers “who were Which is moreim- the day, so the second 
given outlandish made to undergo less portant, singing abil- OPPOSITE/ A31 
makeovers, Last Sat- 


THE NOTEBOOK 
1140,225,510 
755, 1040 
ғыз 


DODGEBALL 
1040, 1255, 3:10 
525, 7:40, 1020 

ЕЗ9 


THE TERMINAL 


FROM 
THE MUMMY TO 
MINDHUNTERS 
PATRICIA VELASQUEZ 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5] Quezon City 


erc Mov exsrwooo 


ANACONDAS 

11:05, 1.20, 336 

550, 8.05, 1020 
Fou 


For inquire, cal 
687-6963 
GUARANTEED SEATS 


КККК IY! 
ЖОЖ ЖЖЖ хун ууу уу КУК 


- BAWAL MANUOD ANG MGA MANIHINA ANG SIKMURA 
ANACONDAS THENOTEBOOK PASISIGAWIN KA MULA SIMULA HANGGANG WAKAS. 


Pais Ex TINCTLUUPSROG VEane OF AGE ane UE 
resosogsznraseso | 12ssa5se7ssi00 | 1200205107 | | MERCB > PG-13 2 


someone you love 
was taken from you, 
GODSEND CONNIE AND CARLA TERMINAL ~ how far would you go 
Рсіз PG13 GP S жо bring him back 
1293155307450: | 14024052074094 | 12102455207551050 from the dendz 


MATINEE P80.00 - FREE SEATING - SCREENINGS BEFORE 5 РМ. МОН. TO FRI. 


VINCE VAUGHN SEN STILLER 


Besse санӣ 


Shower sc chris "€— 
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Patricia Velasquez, а model-turned- * ЖҰЗ 
р PE. 


actress, was born on January 31, 1971 
‘After graduating from San Vincente de 
Paul High School in 1987, she 
completed a year of college before 
being discovered and flying off to 
Milan, Italy, to begin her modeling 
career. Her exotic beauty bestowed her 
with enormous success in runway and 
print modeling for top designers, and 
in 1994, she appeared in Sports 
Ilustrated Swimsuit Issue 
Velasquez made her acting debut in 
1996 in Le Jaguar, but it wasn’t until 
1999 that she was really noticed with 
her role in the boxffice hit The 
Mummy. Then in 2001, she acted in 
the sequel to the film that had brought ox : d 
heracting breakthrough, The Mummy ‘RG TRUEST I БЕН Dt Men 

Returns. ES DRITTE T 

Perhaps the best-known model to ЖЕШИН РАЕН“ 

wear her Hispanic-Pilipino- American. NOW SHOWING 
heritage proudly, Velisquez is devoted 
to many causes, including the 


а аи OPENS SEPTEMBER 15! 


Аз a child. she toured South Africa 
мтс E = 
ina touring dance company, then lived > r1 


in Paris and Mexico. At fifteen 
Velásquez entered college to study 
engineering, but her career took a huge 
turn when a modeling scout caught 
sight of her picture. She has been 
featured in the Sports Illustrated 
swimsuit issue and appears regularly 
in Bile and Vogue. 

Velásquez on rights: “As indigenous 
people, we must be proud. We have 
the same rights in the U.S. as anybody 
else. Instead of crying and getting 
upset about visa problems and having 
our families come join us, go fight for c 
your rights, Make yourself a comer ү 
prodüctive individual in the society." To WHERE Tom Hanks 

Velasquez in back this year in Sc ысы * Catherine Zetadones:" 
Renny Harlin's MINDHUNTERS 
from Miramax. She plays an FBI 


agent. Premise: On a government à = 

owned high- tech island, the FBI has | 

a training program for their Б 

psychological profiling division, 1 

called “Mindhunters”, used to track 

down dangerous terrorists. The = ч м) 

training goes horribly wrong, however, 
when a group of seven young agents 
discover that there is a brilliant killer 


on the island and is setting about а 
EI 


slaying them. xii PLE KT p 
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esar to star in another 


Hollywood movie 


MONTANO. “Another Deep Breath,” 
opposite a Hollywood actress 


Agana 

Ex-child actor 
learns his 
lessen /A36 


BOY Alano, with “Roberta” star Tessie 


- 


By Ruben V. Nepales 
ТА Correspondent. 


LOS ANGELES— Cesar Montano is 
cast in a movie that will be the first. 
film starring a Hollywood actress 


E anda Filipino actor to be released 
Y^ bya major American distributor. 


When Ingumer Entertainment 
asked about the identity of the Hol- 
lywood actress, David Maquiling, а 
Filipino-American filmmaker set to 
direct "Another Deep Breath," said, 
"We cannot release her name yet be- 
cause of the sensitive nature of our 


negotiations.” 

‘Magquiling’s first feature film, “Too 
Much Sleep,” eamed rave reviews 
when it was released іп 2001. 

Maquiling is the first Filipino- 
American elected to the Directors 
Guild of America based on the 
strength of his feature debut, "Too 
Much Sleep." The magna cum laude 
graduate of New York University's 
Tisch School of the Arts won an In- 
dependent Spirit Award nomination 
in 2002. 

“Another Deep Breath” also fea- 
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SHOWING TODAY at SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 6 


"The European Union in cooperation with Mowelfund Film Institute, The Podium & SH Cinemas presents ^ 


CINE EUROPA 7: тне ніссев PICTURE 
FREE FILM LECTURE!!! 
i at 4:30pm 
ki SWEET NIGHTMARE 
кН (Portugal) by Fernando Fragata 


12nn, Sat, September 11, Cinema 6 
ж at 7pm 
exu 
(Sweden) by Colin Nutley 


"EUROPE & PRE-HOLLYWOOD 
PHILIPPINES: 
LP Jat 9:30pm 
* YOUNG ADAM 
M \ (UK) by David Mckenzie 


A survey of Early Cinema" 
by Nick Deocampo 


FOR STUDENTS, TEACHERS, 
CINEASTES & MOVIEGOERS!! 
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T E * — They Are Americas Best, 
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bar tour 
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Bulakeíios celebrate 
weeklong festival 


BULACAN Governor Josie M. Dela 
Cruz recently announced the celebra- 
tion of Linggo ng Bulacan, which is 
now ongoing until Sept. 15, to high- 
light the province's major, income- 
earning products side by side with its 
proud history. 

‘The products promo aims to en- 
hance first of all Bulacan's purchasing 
power. “Bulacan, among the 
provinces, has the biggest population 
at 2.7 million,” said Dela Cruz. “We 
have a big market in the province 
alone, so you can imagine how many 
kilos of pork we need to produce and 
to buy as well. We have to realize 
higher income from our own produce 
which we ourselves must be able to 
buy ata lower price.” 

At the same time, Bulacan needs to 
exert extra effort to tap other mar- 
kets, but given the stiff global compe- 
tition, Dela Cruz has found it impera- 
tive to develop special relations with 
such markets. "We have forged sister- 
hood with the city of Hesperia in Cali- 
fornia. Bulacan goods are going there 
duty-free,” Dela Cruz announced. 

“Also, we have lined up cultural ac- 


tivities for Linggo ng Bulacan to re- 
mind us, especially our young, again 
and again, of our proud heritage and 
rich culture-to keep them close to the 
memory of our heroes like Marcelo Н. 
Del Pilar, the women of Malolos, and 
others who are not well known but 
whose lives could serve as an inspira- 
tion. We are proud of our artists, fore- 
most of them, Francisco Balagtas. In 
fact, 16 of them are national artists. 
"We must strengthen our collective 
identity to better appreciate our- 
selves. Napakaganda ng aming 
probinsya." 

Why hold a celebration in the 
midst of the recent calamity? Dela 
Cruz explained, "In these times, why 
not, why should we not celebrate? As 
Bulacan is submerged in floodwaters, 
we offer not just relief or simply sur- 
vival. With a strong message of hope, 
a clear direction, and a firm guide, we 
have extended the means and sup- 
port for long-term growth which will 
also benefit the rest of the country.” 

Under Dela Cruz's leadership, Bu- 
lacan has repeatedly won the highest 
citation for outstanding performance, 


the Gawad Galing Pook; Dela Cruz 
has been repeatedly cited outstand- 
ing governor. 

Inipit, ensaymada, minasa, pastil- 
las, tinapang bangus, longganisa, and 
kapeng tagalog, plus 21 other leading 
products from a long list of about 
2,000, are now distinguished as 
“Tatak Bulakenyo” for having long 
contributed to the progress of the 
province. 

“Bulacan has so much to offer not 
only to the Bulakenyo but also to the 
rest of our country. That is why inter- 
vention of the Bulacan government is 
necessary. We have to provide the 
support structure in anticipation of 
the greater challenges. Accelerated 
urbanization and environmental 
degradation threaten not only to pre- 
vent us from going forward but 
worse, overcome us. I do not want to 
be remembered as one who was пос 
able to foresee the way things would 
become. With our cooperative system 
for our small and medium businesses, 
and our united and persistent resolve, 
ме will overcome these challenges,” 
said Dela Cruz. 


FIRST LIFE INKS MOA WITH EQUITABLE PCI FOR RETIREMENT FUND 


First Guarantee Life Assurance Co Inc (First Life) has tied 
up with Equitable PCI Bank (EPCIB) for the management of 
the former's Employees" Retirement Fund. A memorandum 
of agreement was recently signed with (center right and 
left) First Life president and CEO Peter G. Coyiuto and EP- 


CIB president and CEO Rene J. Buenaventura. Also present 


ашық 


piease cali 


rom First Lite were (2nd from right) Jaime M. Santiago, 
EVP, actuary and COO, and (right) Agerico Mortimor Farrel 
L. Melgar, АУР individual Insurance marketing with EP- 
GIB's (2nd from left) Marvin V. Fausto, SVP trust banking 
and (left) Susan G. Almendral, AVP business development 


рагей Noel Christmas 
take everyone for a 


VASELINE LOTION, DAVID'S TIE UP 


roller coaster tour of the world-at the World 
"Trade Center, that is. Making a pit stop at 
the exposition complex along Roxas Boule- 
vard, Noel rediscovers the joys of sharing 
and giving as it teams up with an equally es- 
tablished series of shopping expositions, 
the Christmas Shop expo, to bring you the 
Noel Discovery and Christmas Shopping Ex- 
po. 


ev Products 


% 


FREE CATARACT SURGERIES 

The Asian Eye Institute (AEI), a total eye саге cen- 
ter that provides specialized medical services for 
a full range of eye diseases and visual disorders, 
celebrates its 3rd anniversary through a free. 
cataract surgeries mission for indigent Filipinos. 
In partnership with the Opthalmological Founda- 
tion of the Philippines (OFPhil) and Operation 
Blessing Foundation (ОВ), AE! has granted 100 
free cataract surgeries to the poor. OB is the non- 
profit humanitarian aid foundation of the Chris- 
tian Broadcasting Network (CBN), producer of 
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"The 700 Club Asia’. 100 qualified indigent benefi- 
ciaries have been scheduled for surgery at AEI in 
Rockwell. Surgeries are ongoing and are running 
Tor 10 Mondays from July to September. Con- 
cluding the free cataract surgeries mission is a 
fund-raising event dubbed ‘An Eye on Broadway’ 
оп Sept. 10 at the Mandarin Hotel in Makati 
Shown are 08 staff Pastor Jun Mercado and 
Mavic Mercado guiding newly operated beneficia- 
Ties at the AEI. For more details, сай the AEI office 
at 898-2020. 


Canadian expert advisers 
assist Vis-Min SMEs 


THE CANADIAN Executive Service Organiza- 
tion (Ceso)-a Canadian International Devel- 
‘opment Agency (Cida) funded projectis 
fielding expert advisers to small and medium 
enterprises under its Business Advisory Pro- 
ject Phase 2 (BAP2) in the Visayas-Mindanao 
region to make them more competitive and 
efficient in a global economy. 

Canadian expert advisers work hand-in- 
hand with SMEs on short duration assign- 
‘ments to provide technical assistance in quali- 
ty control, production processes and practices, 
marketing, technology transfer, product de- 
sign and development, organization, account- 
ing and management systems among others. 

While the Cesobap2 program is designed to 
increase the operating effectiveness and effi- 
ciency of SMEs, it will also help them become 
more responsive to business opportunities in 
the domestic and export markets. 

Cesobap2 advises SMEs with export poten- 
tial or those who are already exporting their 
products to seek these important business ad- 
visory services. This will help SMEs stream- 
line their production and allow them to ex- 
pand confidently their marketing operations 
in the domestic and foreign markets as well. 


What is being revved up as the shopping 
extravaganza of the year is scheduled from 
Nov. 26 to 28 and will feature highlights sure 
to satisfy the hardest to please of shoppers of 
all shapes and sizes, and tickle the fancies of 
everyone from all races and cultures. 
Approaching the last quarter of 2004, peo- 
ple are also on the lookout for business oppor- 
tunities they can embark on to earn a little ex- 
tra during the holidays. The Noel Discovery 
and Christmas Shopping Expo has formulated 
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SME industry sectors that are targeted for 
assistance are agri-business such as food pro- 
cessing, aquafish culture, and high-value cash 
crops like herbs and organic spices; gi 

and house wares; small manufacturing such 
as jewelry-making, fashion accessories, metal 
manufacturing and fabrication, ceramic mak- 
ing, and plastics; furniture; tourism; and en- 
vironment and solid waste management on 
an enterprise level, among others. 

Some enterprises in Visayas that availed 
themselves of Canadian experts are Reynal- 
do's Ceramics Inc, Vismach Plastics & Molds 
Manufacturing Corp, Toyo Caps Plastic Facto- 
ту Corp, Cebu Legacy Corp, Golden Stitch In- 
ternational Corp, Unlad Kabayan, and more. 

In Mindanao, SMEs that utilized Canadian 
expers are Puentespina Farms, Eurobaker, 
Chippens, Nestfarms, Jack's Ridge, and Am- 
co, among others. 

For detailed inquiries, interested SMEs can 
get in touch with Cesobap2 in Davao City at 
(082)222-6640, fax (082)222-6578, 0919- 
2299777 or e-mail cesobap@platdsl.net. 

SMEs in Cebu City can call Cesobap2 at 
(032)254-5083, fax (032)253-9651, or e- 
тай cesovisQpldtdsl.net. 


Touring the world with Noel Christmas Bazaars 


gimmicks on how to make the holidays sweet- 
er and more festive for individuals and com- 
panies in need of promotional and sales 
boosts, with the support of the GMA Network, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, the Foreign Post and 
Centrex Corp. 

For more information on how to take ad- 
vantage of the business opportunities of the 
Expo, call Cur Unlimited at 687-0654, 687- 
2955, 687-0604 or e-mail cut@pacif- 
ic.net.ph. 


Vaseline Lotion, the skin care spe- 
cialist from Unilever, ties up with the 
largest beauty salon chain in the 
country, David's, for a promotion 
called Treats tor Your Hands and 

Feet’. From Sept. 6 to Nov. 15, Vase- 
line invites all women to pamper 
themselves by purchasing 100ml or 
200ml of any of the following Vase- 
line variants: Vaseline Deep Nour- 
ishing Lotion, Vaseline Moisture 
Soft Lotion, Vaseline Anti-Bacterial 


Lotion, and Vaseline White & Clear 
Lotion at any Robinsons Supermar- 
ket and Big R branches, and get a 
25-percent discount for manicure, 
pedicure and toot spa at David's Sa- 
lon, David's Day Spa, Red Salon, 
David's Prestige or Rever Salon. 
Present during the contract signing 
were Vaseline Lotion assistant 
brand manager Jenny Infante and 
David Charlton, CEO of David's Sa- 
lon. 
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British Archbishop 


in Manila 

HIS GRACE the Most Rev. Maurice 
Couve de Murville, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Birmingham, England, 
and Grand Cross Conventual Chap- 
lain "ad honorem" of the British As- 
sociation of the Order of Malta ar- 
rived in Manila Sept. 3. He will par- 
ticipate in the Solemn Conventual 
‘Mass and Investiture Ceremonies of 
HE Most Rev. Archbishop of Manila 
Gaudencio B. Rosales DD as Grand 
Cross Conventual Chaplain "ad hon- 
orem" of the Philippine Association 
cof the Order of Malta to be held on 
Sept, 10 at the St. Peter Malta 
Chapel of the Manila Cathedral in In- 
tramuros. On the same occasion, 
two other Magistral Chaplains of the. 
Order of Malta wil be invested: Rev. 
Msgr Esteban U. Lo, Rector of the 
Lorenzo Mission Institute (LMI) and 
Rev. Fr. Genaro 0. Diva, Minister, 
Ministry for Liturgical Affairs of the 
‘Archdiocese of Manila. 


course 

LEARN 

how to make the foods you serve 
more visually exciting-with fruit 
and vegetable carvings. ProActive 
Center for Training (PACT) offers 
its How to Garnish with Fruit and 
Vegetable Carving Workshop on 
Sept. 11, 12 noon to 5 p.m. at 
Ipanema Bar & Restaurant, 2nd 
level of the Eastwood City Walk, 
Eastwood City, Libis, Quezon City. 
Reservations and inquiries are ac- 
‘cepted on a first-come-first- 
‘served basis at 687-1787 or 0916- 
8226053. Various ways of carving 
vegetables such as cucumbers, 
potatoes, tomatoes, carrots, 
radishes and red peppers and 
fruits such as apples will be 
taught. Training fee is Р1,800 per 
participant inclusive of the vegeta- 
bles and fruits, carving tools, 
snacks, handouts and a certificate 
ot completion. 


SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION'S IST GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


The llaw ng Kaunlaran Senior Citizens Association Inc recently held its first 
general assembly meeting and social gathering Aug. B at the Barangay 
Kaunlaran Covered Court led by president Elpidio Suniega. The activities 
were attended by Rep. Nanette Castelo Daza, Councilors Ariel Inton, Janet 
Malaya, Edcel Lagman Jr and Barangay Kaunlaran Captain Bernardo 


Sanchez. During the activities, free medicine and gift packages were dis- 
tributed to senior citizens of Barangay Kaunlaran, courtesy of GlaxoSmlthk- 
line Philippines Inc. The Association announced that its next monthly meet- 
ing would be held on Sept. 12. On this day, the newly elected officers will be 
inducted into office. 


Seachamp products 
at Ifex Philippines 


SEACHAMP products were showcased at the recently concluded In- 
ternational Food Exhibition Philippines or IFEX held at the World 
Trade Center. Organized by the Center for International Trade Expo- 
sitions and Missions (Citem), the show featured fresh and processed 
natural and organic food, marine products, food specialties, kitchen 
accessories and allied products and services. 

‘Among the ready-to-serve gourmet seafood fare from Seachamp 
were the creamy and nutritious, microwaveable Seachamp Soups 
that come in four flavors: Clam Chowder Boston-Style, Cream of 
Shrimp and Broccoli, Fish and Corn Chowder, and Lobster Bisque. 
You don't need to add water. 

‘Also featured at the show were the Seachamp Hearty Meals, 


seafood-topped rice meals that come in four varieties: Seafood Med- 
ley; Fish in Sweet and Sour Sauce; Calamares en su Tinta; and 
Shrimp in Teriyaki Sauce. Just open the pack, put in the microwave 
and its ready to eat. 

Other Seachamp delicacies include Relleneong Bangus, Fish Lon- 
ganisa, Paella Marinara, Calamari Sticks, Shrimp Burger Patties and 
many more. All Seachamp products are available at leading super- 
markets. Or call 854-1035. 
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Brotherhood of the hitmakers 


ByRemy Umerez 
Contributor 


SINGING has brought Marco Sison 
to places he used to see only in trav- 
el brochures. You name the country 
and Marco has been there, enter- 
taining thousands of Filipino con- 
tract workers. 

Marco, still boyish looking after 
all these years, recently returned 
from a monthlong tour of the United 
States where he performed with fel- 
low hitmakers Rico J. Puno, Hajji 
Alejandro, Rey Valera and Nonoy 
Zuñiga. It was their first time to- 
gether in what was billed as "The 
Great Hitmakers" concert tour. 

The tour covered the Grand 
Olympic in Los Angeles, New Or- 
leans Hall in Las Vegas, The Osceola” 
Performing Arts in Orlando, Florida, 
the Sand Castle in Atlantic City, and 
the Getaway Theater in Chicago. 

‘Thirty days in the US gave Marco 
a chance to have a closer look at his 
fellow hitmakers as private persons 
rather than celebrities. 


Rowdiest, thriftiest 

“АП of us flew business class,” he 
says. "We were allowed to bring one 
companion each but we had to take 
care of the ticket. Rico and Hajji had 
their lady loves with them. Rey 
brought along his eldest son. Nonoy 
and went solo. 

“Our road manager, Norma Japi- 
tana, had a room all to herself. Even 
when we were still on the plane, 
alam то na kung sino ang 
pinakamagulo. None other than Ri- 
co J, whom we referred to as 
“Kuya.” 

The original concept of Hitmak- 
ers was to put Rico J. and Basil 
Valdez, together in one show. It 
didn't materialize. But the concept 
was carried out with the inclusion of 
Hajji and Rey. Rico, Hajji and Rey all 
reigned in the music scene during 
the "70s. Balladeers Marco and 
Nonoy, both hitmakers during the 
1805, completed the line-up. 

Marco’s signature song was “My 
Love Will See You Through.” 
Nonoy's biggest hit was "Never Ever 
Say Goodbye.” 

“We were given $50 allowance 
рег day" says Marco. “I think I was 
the thriftiest. The first thing T 
bought was a pair walking shoes be- 
cause I brought only one pair, for 
the shows. Rico and Hajji were the 
big spenders. Imeldific. They 
bought so many pairs of shoes. 


Ж п, 2004 Friday» 7: OPN , CUNETA ASTRODOME 


BONDING IN US. (Clockwise from front left) Marco Sison the storyteller, 
Rico]. Puno the joker, Hajji Alejandro the well-groomed, and Rey Valera the 


take-home guy 


‘Twas the 
thriftiest. Rico 
and Hajji were 
the big spenders. 
Imeldific’ 


Nonoy also bought a pair but it was 
for his daughter.” 


Rey Valera’s style 

During the tour, Rey earned anew 
tag, "Mr. Valot." 

"We noticed that he rarely ate 
when we went to the restaurants 
that sponsored the show," says Mar- 
co. "They always prepared а lot of 
food, as if it was fiesta time. We 
learned that Rey would bring his 
food to the hotel and reheat it, 
which was a practical thing to do. 
Soon, I was doing the same thing. 

“Nonoy and 1 were weight-con- 
scious. Happy na kami basta we had 
a stock of juices and crackers in our 
room. Whenever we felt really hun- 
gry, we would raid Rey's room.” 

For being tardy, the medal should 
go to Rico and Hajji. "We were used 
to them coming late,” says Marco. 

“Hajji was always well-groomed 
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whenever he left the room. For me, 
itwas enough that I combed my hair 
once." 


Rico's jokes 

During the shows, Rico 2. would 
make fun of the disability of Nonoy, 
who lost a leg in a bomb explosion 
at the Manila Hotel in the early 805. 
"The audience would laugh a 
even Nonoy would join in the fun," 
says Marco. “Rico didn't spare even 
our manager. Nagpa-tightened daw. 
I think only Rico can get away with 
it. The show is not complete without 
Rico's green jokes. 

"I did not get offended when 
someone asked Rico who I was. The 
one who asked had been living in 
the US for 30 years." 

The hitmakers prayed before the 
start of each show. “I get nervous be- 
cause I open the show,” says Marco. 
“After my first song, I'd feel okay 
again. Our performance reached its 
peak when all five of us, wearing 
different jacket colors over our 
white shirts, did a medley of OPM 
hits, and we engaged in wordplay at 
each other's expense in between 
numbers.” 

Aside from the loud appreciation 
of the audience wherever the group 
performed, Marco believes the 
monthlong tour achieved another 
special thing. "We were able to form 
a brotherhood,” he says. 
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By Marinel R. Cruz arch Dr. Jose Perez) picked me 
because he said, compared with 
FORMER actor Boy Alano, who the other boys, I cried most natu- 
played Tessie Agana’s trusted rally Why wouldn't 1 cry that way 
Friend im the 1951 hit movie whenlwashitinthethigh? Itwas 
"Roberta,'said hecried realtears painful" 
during his audition because dra- ^ No other movie surpassed the 
та actor Van de Leon hit him success of “Roberta” the year it 
witha leather belt. was shown, says 

Alano was only 6 when Alano, He and Agana 
he joined the cast of went on to do more 
“Roberta” the movie that Y ESTERDAY Sampaguita movies. 
saved Sampaguita Pictures Alano was in “Kiko,” 
from bankruptcy after а "Cumbanchero," 
fire razed the studio in "Asawa Kong 
1951.Theformeractorwaserro- Musikong Bumbong,” “Ulila ng 
neously described as"thelateBoy Bataan,” “Munting Koronel” Wii А BOY Alano today and asa busy actor in the '60s ауаға: 
Aleno"inaphotocaptioninasto- “Batman and Robin,” “Batang : j 
ту on Agana in this section last Turista,” “Batang Iskuwater” and River monies: крайы др ЫЙ еп. 
шт „ ишел ом» _ Не had wanted to take he first sought his help. 

Alano, a nephew of Sampagui- | Alano says De Leon’s “unique е had wanted to take up eco- DARREN at tHo ime I was 
ta Pictures assistant director Ger- technique" was only one of the nomics in college, but he was oo, He was there atthe ime | Was 
ardo Alano, lined up along with methods the Vera-Perezes of З preoccupied with his vices. ОР with Gia the oe I 
40 other boys to audition for the Sampaguita Pictures had used to 1 "Whenever I had the money, Td WaS happy find out that he 
role of Roberta's best friend. “discover” their stars. а сез а goto places like a soda fountain ра гару 10. Be put that he 

Me brought a leather belt to "They were really very strict?” "CUMBANCHERO" with Van de Leon (on stage), besideashirtless ап Hollywood on Avenida Rizal. gea bit 
theaudition,” Alano recalls ofthe says Alano. “If they said you Alano таене the өле Not too late 
late De Leon. "He hit us with it would start shooting at 7 a.m., is ments closed at 2 a.m. 1 went 
зае nete our М де Dor you had to be thereat leat а} Would be fined PSO. Atthattime, movie that starred Nora Aunos, crazy over the singers. I would Небе Мі; 150 штей о 
Perez (the late Sampaguita pati. 6:45 a.m. If you меге late, you We Were earning Р50 a week,so whowasthenatthepeakofbein even accompany themhome.” ficer of a cllc sous calles 

that was a week's earning. the superstar. Alano waslastseen Не was able to buy a lot in 8081,07 a Catholic group calle 
“But they took care of us very in the comedy “Bastat Driver Cainta, Rizal, buthad tosellitbe- "НОУ Name Society m Manta. 
well" he says of the bosses at Sweet lover" with Smokey cause his father, a government «paS i fulfilling job,” he says. 
5 Sampaguita Pictures. “They Manoloto and Dennis Padilla in employee, needed the money be- tion pn кч етл ini 
made sure we were well-dressed (һе 805. | cause of "legal problems." de committer. А кка 
when wemetthe press. DocPerez Не ran for councilor in Mani- “uitwas toolatewhen I realized Or Row to Pray the Holy Rosary 
did not want his talents to besim- la's fourth district under the party my mistakes,” he says. “This was explain to them the Impor: 
ply wearing Tshirts, sandos and of mayoral candidate Felix Can- when І was doing only two day > апав Mass every sun: 
Jeans lkesomestarstodey” арыш, o oojoo moviesa ear and was wondering ; NEC MCA 
Nothing permanent e M aed cram aces jg Nowtomakebothends meet.” | ety made him realize that "it's 
i їй “ UR асве расса Alano is married to Luz Arel- пос too late" for him to change 
em io еў Ашы. was бж noting is permanent in ano. They have four daugh- fie woos, g 
кп окпе A aes E an ters—Jocelyn, Hermie Lorraine, “If I would be gi 
ond of the four children of Exe- “I did a lot of movies for Sam’ Lovely Hermie and Lorraine Нег shoratshow buic diet 
He took up commerce at the Far fn Quezon City "At ‘that time, | ™esallliving with himonG.Tua- this time,” he says. "Ез dificult to 
Eastern University, but did not was earning Р500 per picture, 20010 See neg. always running to your friends 
complete the course. plus the P50 weekly allowance. y second daughter is sched- бог help. They get fed up. 
Inthe’70s, Alano worked азап But I lived like there was no to. Wed to give birth in October, and Alano has this advice to today’s 

3 t assistant director to the late film- morrow.lwasnotabletosavefor | сап only pray for her,” he says. actors: “Don’t ever think that the 

WITH Eddie Gutierrez in a’60s movie. maker Artemio Marquez, on а my future.” Mar ана ong Буре Had nos. success уле palika nay 

Е been for my faith in Him and for will last forever. You have to pre- 
the help of my friends, I don't pare for your family's future to- 
ч; E 5 think I'd have survived." day. Drugs and other vices would 

From the label ‘Among the show biz personali- only make matters worse. 


ак. > ties Alano considers his friend is зе пазы for even the lit- 
х des showr Ge м . tlest gifts God is gi ," he 
tbat gave you Alano says Moreno was sll in: aie "Because Же can alone 
—M b volved with "Thats Entertain- take them away in a snap." 
орле Вані Cesar Montano 
апа Josh Groban. i 


tures a Filipino-Canadian actress, about McLean, Maquiling said, 
Jane McLean, who will play asthe "Aside from Jane's obvious beauty 
wife of Montano's character. The and enormous acting talent, the 
story is described as “an intense qualities that matter most to me 
love affair that crosses racial lines аге her intelligence, maturity, so- 
and threatens the marriage of Pe- phistication, generosity, and most 
ter Materdo (Montano), a thir- of all, her deep sense of compas- 
tysomething Filipino American sion." 
college professor, and endangers Не said McLean was "born in 
the career of Alison Tumer (to be фе Philippines but was raised in 
played by the Hollywood actress), Toronto. Both of Jane's parents 
a new teacher at the college and a are Filipino (last name is Grego- 
former student of Peter's." rio). McLean is her married 
name.” 
‘Lost’ meets ‘Greek’ The New York City-based writ- 
Maquiling, who wrote the er/director, who teaches in the 
screenplay, said, “We are sched- film department of Hunter Col- 
uled to begin shooting in March lege, added, "She just starred with 
2005, most likely in the San Fran- Dan Aykroydin the new film "In- 
cisco Bay Area." tern Academy" Maquiling is the 
An announcement further de- lead in a weekly TV series on 
scribes the movie: “Ал American Canadian TV and starred in a BBC 
story that looks into a culture movieshot this summer.” 
rarely seen on screen, "Another |. 
Deep Breath” is a funny, sad, pas- Pinoy producer 
sionate drama/comedy about two Producing “Another Deep 
people searching for themselves Breath” is Ray Cuerdo, the Univer- 
and finding love, honor, family, sity of the Philippines alumnus 
and forgiveness along the way. who co-produced Gil Portes’ well- 
Described as “Lost in Translation” reviewed “Small Voices (Mga 
meets "My Big Fat Greek Wed- Munting Tinig),” the Philippines’ 
ding," "Another Deep Breath” is entry to the Oscar and Golden 
now in the final stage of indepen- Globe Awards in 2002 and which 
dent financing.” became the first such movie to be 
The film marks the latest Amer- theatrically released in the US and 
ican film project of Montano. In Canada. Abe Pagtama, a Filipino- 
“The Great Raid,” to be released American actor with several high- 
by Miramax Films in the US in profile US films and TV commer: 
February 2005, the actor plays cials to his credit, is one of the as- 
Captain Pajota, a Filipino guerrilla sociate producers and is also in 
leader who guides the American е cast. 
commandos in freeing POWs in Cuerdo, an executive ata major 
World Маг Пот Philippines. Hollywood studio, and Maquiling 
Maquiling said he did extensive аге conducting a seminar titled 
work to cast the male lead role, “Uniting and Empowering Fil 
“who is the lynch pin of the entire ipino-Americans Through Film” 
film” The writer/director ex- this Saturday, Sept. 11, at the 
plained, "When I saw his (Mon- Sixth National Federation of Fil- 
tano's) breathtaking and magnifi- ipino-American | Associations 
cent performances in Jose Віга," (NaFFAA) Empowerment Confer- 
"Muro Алі) and “Bagong enceatthe Radisson Hotel O'Hare 
Buwan,” I immediately knew that іп Chicago. 
Cesar was the one. He's a true Ina statement about the work- 
movie star, ready to take on Holly- shop, one of several seminars 
wood." lined up this weekend by the con- 
He revealed that the search (ог ferenceorganizers, Maquiling an- 
the actress to play Karen, the role nounced, "I am very proud that 
that went to McLean, was justas Ray and I share the same goals 
extensive. "We worked for more and aspirations—using film as 
than 10 months on the casting of the most powerful tool to edu- 
Karen, and interviewed and audi- cate, enlighten, and empower our 
tioned actresses in New York, LA, community. With the guidance, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Manila, faith, and wisdom of those who 
and Cebu before tuming to Toron- have come before us, we can tell 
to, where we found Jane. We те. the stories that honor биг Filipino 
ceived almost a thousand head culture by celebrating its beauty 
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GMA takes credit for stocks surge 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. Presidents decision to address President was evident in the soli 
M є the country’s problems head-on, darity of our people to collective- 1800 

PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is taking creditforthe return going as far as admitting that the 1у face the crisis, their political 

of the bulls to the stock market. country was in a fiscal crisis. will, and the sense of hope that (700, 
Malacafiang claimed that con- surged to 1,739.92, its highest Investors were also heartened projects a brighter futur 

fidence in Ms Arroyo's adminis- close since April 12, 2000, when Бу the robust economic growth of Bunye cited the Bayanihan 

tration had pushed the bench- it finished at 1,744.57. 63 percent in the first half of the Fund—money pooled from dona- 

mark index to its best close in Тһе Phisix has been up by 15 year which has prompted eco- tions—as indicative of the posi- 

more than four years. percent since the May 11 elections nomic managers to adjust the буе response of the public to the 
“Confidence in the economy ала by about 10 percentsince Presi- growth target for the gross domes- Presidents plea for sacrifice. 

reflects confidencein the political dent Arroyostarted hernew term. tic product to between 5.9 percent Ал agency will be formed to 

leadership,” said Press Secretary Analysts, who expect the index and 6.1 percentthis year, fromthe manage the Bayanihan Fund 

Ignacio Bunye in a briefing. to hit between 1,800 and 2,000 original forecast of between 4.9 whose money would be reflected Hii } 
The 30-company Philippine before the year ends, traced the _percentand 5.8 percent. as income of the Bureau of Trea- 19 2023 24 25 26273031 1 2 3 

Stock Exchange Index yesterday upbeat investor sentiment to the Bunye said confidence in the 
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Vehicle sales 
in August 
down 6.796 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL vehicle assemblers suffered another 
backslide as they reported a 6.7-percent drop. 
in month-on-month sales in August due to un- 
available stocks, delay in production and 
shipment, as well as the continued uncertain- 
ty in the business climate in view of the “fiscal 
crisis." 
According to the latest report of the Cham- 
ber of Automotive Manufacturers of the 
Philippines (Campi) and the Truck Manufac- 
turers Association (ТМА), total sales in Au- 
gust dipped 15 percent to 7,280 from year- 
ago level. 
Figures for the first eight months show a 
decline of 8 percent to 57,093 units compared 
with year-ago level. 
"However, assemblers are still hopeful that 
industry sales would improve in September 
given aggressive promotions, introduction of 
new models and minor changes in existing 
models,” the report said, 
Passenger car sales continued to fuel 
the overall industry performance with a 
Gl-percent increase in the first eight 
months to 21,234 units. This represented 
37 percent of all vehicles sold in the peri- 
od. . 
The commercial vehicle segment—light 
trucks, trucks and buses, Asian utility vehicles 
(AUVs) and light commercial vehicles (LCVs)- 
-continued its slump with a 27-percent de- 
cline to a total of 35,859 units sold in January 
to August. 
In the same period, sales of both the AUVs 
and the light trucks slid by 51 percent. Sales 
of LCVs grew 21 percent and of trucks and 
buses by 2 percent. 
In terms of tota] sales, Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines Corp. led the pack with 35 percent of 
the marker, It sold 19,883 units in the first 
eight months, up by 9.6 percent from a year 
ago. 
Mitsubishi Motors Philippines Corp. came 
in second with 14 percent of the market, sell- 
ing 8,116 units. This, however, represented a 
22-percent decline in sales compared with 
year-ago figures. 
Honda Cars Philippines Inc. placed third 
with 13 percent of the market. It sold 7,351 
units from January to August, a decline of 34 
percent from the year-ago level, 
In the passenger car segment, Toyota 
grabbed 48.4 percent of the market; Honda ы 
had 23.8 percent; and General Motors Auto- басена агытыш sui шала й к а tts 
mobiles Philippines had 6.4 percent. AUTHORIZED DEALERS: 
Also, Toyota sold the biggest number com- 
mercial vehicles, grabbing 26.8 percent of the E E! Ha orsi 
market segment. Mitsubishi cornered 19.2 ү os ое ао 
percent and Isuzu Philippines Corp. 17.1 per- =i TONDI 
cent. 
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DTI lifts ban on Solid Cement 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE COUNTRY'S third-largest ce- 
ment maker yesterday called off 
plans to shut down its plants for up 
tosix months after the government 
partially lifted the ban on їз prod- 
ets, which cost the firm some 
P270 million in lost opportunities. 
The Department of Trade and 
Industry last month issued an or- 


PRULINK 


September 07. 2004 


der prohibiting the sale of Solid 
Cement Corp.'s Island Cement 
and other brands made in its 
plant in Antipolo City. 

"The DTI said Island Cement failed 
several mechanical and chemical 
tests of the Bureau of Product Stan- 
dards and the Department of Public 
Works and Highways Bureau of Re- 
search and Standards. 

Solid Cement is one of the two 
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operating units of Cemex Philip- 
pines, a subsidiary of cement gi- 
ant Cemex based in Monterrey, 
Mexico. 

Paul Victor Aquino, Cemex 
Philippines marketing director, 
said in a press briefing that the par- 
tial lifting of the cease and desist 
order gave the company a relief, al- 
though hearings on the alleged 
substandard quality of cement 
manufactured before the order 
was issued would be continued. 

Ina letter to Labor Secretary Pa- 
tricia Sto. Tomas dated Sept. 7, Solid 
Cement said it was constrained to 
temporarily close or suspend the op- 
erations of its plant for up to six 
months starting midnight of Sept. 8. 

The company estimated that 


the move would initially affect 
175 workers. 

But in an order issued Sept. 9 
and which Solid Cement officially 
received before noon of the same 
day, the DTI said the preliminary 
CDO was partly lifted on the fol- 
lowing conditio 

that an inventory of stocks 
bearing the Island Cement brand 
is conducted by the Bureau of 
Product Standards at the firm's 
warehouse and silo No. 4; 

* Solid Cement should not dis- 
pose or distribute the stocks in 
question until further orders from 
the DTT's adjudication officer and 

өше BPS should conduct a 
monthly audit ofthe factory and all 
the products at the Antipolo plant. 


BIR eyes back taxes 
from ecozone firms 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BUREAU of Internal Rev- 
enue has trained its sights on col- 
lecting back taxes from compa- 
nies operating in special econom- 
ic zones that have avoided paying 
proper taxes. 

BIR Deputy Commission Kim 
Herares said in an interview that 
the proposed revenue regulation 
would clearly state the tax liabili- 
ties of economic zone locators. 

Тһе BIR came up with the pro- 
posed revenue regulation to set- 
tle long standing differences with 
economic zone locators in defin- 
ing gross income. 

Under the law, economic zone 
locators are only required to pay a 
S-percent gross income tax and 
are exempted from all other taxes. 

Gross income tax is computed by 
deducting the direct cost of goods 


from the gross revenue. 

The result would be the basis 
for computing the 5-percent tax, 
Henares sai 

Some locators, however, were 
deducting other expenses from 
gross income, making these ap- 
pear to be part of direct costs. 

The proposed revenue regula- 
tion was hoped to remove the 
confusion in defining the basis for 
computing the gross income tax. 

‘The Subic Bay Freeport Cham- 
ber of Commerce, however, said 
earlier that requiring locators to 
pay more taxes would adversely 
affect the governments agenda 
on job creation. 

In response, Henares stressed 
that the BIR did not intend to col- 
lect new taxes from ecozone loca- 
tors, but was strictly implement- 
ing the law on the S-percent gross 
income taxation. 
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Join DMAP’: 


EXHIBIT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


Conference Tonies and Speakers 


Day 1, Sept 16 (Thursday) 
Кузде Spese? - lon Denia ов EVP POCI 


Kayne Speeen - Hor USEC дола Олор, DTI 
OVE FORWARD FASTER BY EXTENONG THE 
VALUE OF YOUR SUPPLY CHAIN - кела ны, 
SSA Guon 


чал: GENERATION SUPPLY CHAIN SOLUTIONS 
Tiers Rene адо чот 


PROCUREMENT OUTSOURCING FINALY 
REACHING THC STATUS OF A PROVEN 
PARADIGH - Chan Viana” власи 
Launching of DMAP - DLSU 
Postgraduate Diploma in Logistics 
Management 


Luncheon Sponsor: Globe QUEST 
Principal Sponsors 
* АВМ ComputeclySSA 

* Eaward Keller Phils. 

* Boeing Material Handling 
+ SSI Schaefer Systems 


Break Sponsor: Epson Philippines 


Services, Inc. 


CALLING ALL LOGISTICS & 
SCM PRACTITIONERS! 


Maxima Equipment Co. + 
San Miguel Corp. . 
Fastcargo Logistics Corp. 
Messe & Handel 


E ноп USEC Agnan Cristobal, DTI 


Day 2, Sept 17 (Friday) 
LOGISTICS MANAGER DEVELOPING THEIR 
CAPABUTES - Wa Terasa Rut. деро Pharma Сор. 


STRATEGIC PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT - 
Gies ae Rosana, SAP Роса. 

SALES AND OPERATIONS PLANING (SSOP 
DRIVING 00007 BUSHES RESULTS AT SC 
JOHNSON “Мег Feci, SC Jewicn & Son, 
артат 

SUPPLY CHAIN EANQVATION. COLLABORATING WITH 
KEY STAKEHOLDERS IN THE SUPPLY CHAM. 

Pip Vaca. dteson & Jonsson 

SUPPLY CHAN CHALLENGES IN THE CHANGING 
ENVIRONMENT ыи S Guan, Krat Foods Pris. Ine. 


INNOVATING THE SUPPLY СИАМ THE SPLASH 
WAY = gno P. Ропа. азал Corparanon 


(Innove Communications, Inc.) 


TNT Express Worlwide. 
Loscam Phils, 


Other Sponsors and Cooperating Organizations 
Handing Innovation, Smart Communications, GAC 109515, 50/0 Shipping, Newton 
Scanning Systems, Star Communications, Geologistics, Flogists, Monark Equipment, 
Omm Logistics, Markland Logistics, NMC Container Lines, Inc. Sulpicio Lines, Kardex 
System Limited, Ximex Delivery Express, Johnson & Johnson, Accord Logistics, Nonpareil 
Inti. Freight & Cargo Services, Agnlink/Foodtink, ECR Philippines, Phil. Article Numbenng 
Counci, Phi, Insutute of Supply Management, Port Calls, Productinty Technology 


Emap 


ANNUAL LOGISTICS CONFERENCE & EXHIBIT 
September 16-17, 2004 at the EDSA Shangri-La Hotel 


‘Theme: Supply Chain Innovation: Driving Business Growth & 
Profitability 


GSIS investment 
income hit 
P12.56B in July 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez ГЕ 
THE GOVERNMENT Service Insurance 
System (GSIS) earned P12.56 billion in 
the first seven months of the year, 89 per- 
cent more than the figure generated over 
the same period last year. 

The surge in GSIS income was derived 
from interests on salary and policy 
loans, dividends from stocks, interests 
on bonds and bills, gains from the sale 
of assets, foreign exchange gains and 
income from GSIS daily stock trading 
activities. 

From January to July last year, the 
GSIS recorded an investment income of 
P6.63 billion, which ballooned to P16 
billion by end-2003 due to one-time 
gains. 

With the seven-month investment in- 
come, GSIS expects to earn P21.53 bil- 
lion for this year, 28 percent higher 
than the P16.84 billion registered last 
year. 

‘As of end-July, the GSIS posted net 
earnings of P18.9 billion. GSIS sources 
could not immediately release compar- 
ative figures for last year. 

The bulk of the system's investment 
revenues came from interests on loan 
facilities to members such as policy 
loans, salary loans and emergency 
loans, which totaled P7.29 billion in 
seven months. 

GSIS earned P211 million from divi- 
dends on traded stocks from January to 
July, while interest on asset participa- 
tion certificates reached Р51.58 mil- 
lion. Dividend on non-traded stocks 
brought in another P821,609. 

Interests on Philippine notes and 
bonds accounted for P3.96 billion, 
while interest on treasury bills stood ас 
P731.94 million for the seven-month 
period. 

Interests on corporate bonds was 
pegged at P23.28 million, while gains 
on the sale of traded stocks reached 
P273 million as the pension fund con- 
tinued to actively trade in the market. 

Foreign exchange gains stood at 
P18.05 million, In all, GSIS earnings 
from investments in government securi- 
ties brought in P5.27 billion. 
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Country 


United States 
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United Kingdom 
Hongkong 
Switzeriand 


Equivalent 


0.820816 
0007507 
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0.105237 
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2.177288 
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2009146 
1.786500 
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Equivalent 


561040 
05131 
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GMA takes credit for stocks surge 


sury Bunye said the funds would only 
be used to reduce the budget deficit 
unless the donors specify where the 
funds should be used, such as con- 
struction of school buildings. 

‘Aside from taking an aggressive 
stance in solving the fiscal crisis, Bunye 
said that the government had agreed to 
be more transparent about its finances by 
‘opening the government debt records to 
public scrutiny. "A good starting point to 
averting the crisis is knowing the full ex- 
tent ofthe problem,” Bunye said. 


“We encourage the Senate to bring 
these to public view to ease speculations 
and at the same time, inform and edu- 
cate the public about the serious finan 
challenges we are facing," Bunye said. 

‘The Senate claimed that President 
Arroyo had incurred more debt than her 
two predecessors but Malacafiang said 
the debts under the current administra- 
tion were bloated by the depreciation of 
the peso versus the US dollar. 

Investors continued to bet on fa- 
vorable earnings prospects next year 


From page BI 


fortelcos, fueled by the mobile phone 
market's expansion. 

“The trend is still intact. Fears have 
been discounted. There's a hopeful 
outlook now," said DA Market Securi- 
ties president Nestor Aguila. 

The improved investor sentiment 
toward the country was also reflected 
in the positive reception to the Philip- 
pines latest global bond sale yester- 
day, which raised $1 billion, com- 
pared to the target of $750 mil- 
lion. With a report from AFP 
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0: “TOWN and manage a medi- 
um sized pharma company mar- 
keting mainly OTC products in 
the headache, cough-cold and vi- 
tamin categories. I have a small 
group of med reps who call on 
doctors, not to ask them to pre- 
scribe our OTC brands, but to at 
most recommend them to their 
patients, or at the very least ac- 
knowledge to patients that they 
know our brands and not to say 
anything bad about them. 

Tve sent two or three of my top 
performing med reps to profes- 
sional selling seminars to know 
the latest in selling. When I ask 
those who attended the seminars 
to echo to their co-workers what 
they learned, I noticed two con- 
trasting selling models. One 
group champions the “hard sell” 
approach, The other group stands 
for the opposite, the "soft sell” ap- 

* proach. Both groups present suc- 
‘cess applications of both selling 
models. Do you have any re- 
search showing which one is 
more effective than the other?" 

‘A: We don't have or know of 
any good solid research on these 
two approaches in the selling 
field although there are a ton of 
good books with lots of case stud- 
ies on some research on selling. 


The hard sell vs soft sell approach in advertising 


One of them is by Ronald жа а 


Marks who wrote a pretty 
good book titled "Personal 
Selling-A Relationship . Ap- 
proach." (6th edition). Pear- 
son Education Asia, Singa- 
pore. 2000. The junior MRx 
referred to the studies in this 
book as he wrote "S4: Success 
Secrets of the Sales Superstar" 
(available at National and Power- 
books.) 

Allow us, though, to talk about 
some good research on the hard- 
sell and soft-sell models as they 
are applied in advertising. These 
studies are still of direct help to 
you because advertising is sell- 
ing; its another form of selling. 
Actually, marketing history tells 
us when advertising was born, it 
жаз then available only in print 
media because radio and TV were 
not yet around. Advertising was 
then defined and was known as 
“salesmanship in print.” 


Clusivol ad 

"Hard sell" is a communication 
technique that Rosser Reeves of 
the Ted Bates Advertising Agency 
іп the US developed in the late 
"40s. This approach called for di- 
rectly associating a brand with a 
product benefit that is a priority to 


oes 


its target consumers. In the indus- 
чу that you are in, this selling 
model finds an application, for ex- 
ample, in the Clusivol ad's associa- 
tive linking of the brand with 
“Bawal magkasakit!" (getting sick 
is prohibited), that is, with the 
benefit of preventing illness. The 
classic example that is most often. 
cited is Safeguard's ownership of 
the germ-free” clean benefit 

The "big idea" model of adver- 
tising is a variant of the hard sell 
technique. Almost everyone in 
the advertising industry thinks it 
was David Ogilvy who invented 
the “big idea” concept. Advertis- 
ing history tells us that its real pi- 
oneer was Leo Burnett. It's said 
that Ogilvy talked about it a lot 
more than Burnett. In the pro- 
cess, he came out to own it or at 
least was thought to own it. 

Research оп the hard sell mod- 
el has shown that indeed, with 
enough repetition, hard sell links 
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in the consumers! minds the 
brand with its claimed bene- 
fits. It is an effective commu- 
nication tool when the brand 
applying it actually possess- 
es the distinctive benefit that 
isa priority value to the con- 
sumers. A product benefit 
that has consumer priority 
value is what motivates con- 
sumers' product usage. 


Revicon 3-step soft sell 

On the other hand, “soft sell” 
has actually the same end in view, 
namely, to link the brand with a 
distinctive benefit important to 
the consumers. However, this 
communication technique goes 
after this end with a different 
means. It does the selling via a 
problem-solution story. The pop- 
ularizer of this model is said to be 
Doyle, Dane and Bernback (DDB) 
who became known for this ap- 
proach in the '60s. The structure 
of the plot in the problem-solu- 
tion story is simple. Its in three 
steps: First, here's a consumer 
problem. Next, heres a story 
about that problem showing how 
it was solved. Third and finally, so 
here's the problem-solution. 

Again, continuing with brands in 
your industry and staying in the vi- 


tamin category this communication 
model finds expression in Revicon 
ads “buhay na dugo” (the living 
blood) problem-solution story. The 
talents in the story-telling ad do not 
speak to the ad audience. In the ad, 
the problem is obvious. The drama 
ad shows a working man who gets 
easily tired and he traces this to his 
“дио na kulang sa buhay” (blood 
that's short of life force). He then 
takes Revicon and his blood is given 
life. He now has the strength to car- 
yon with his work. 

Research has shown that this 
version of the soft sell is effective. 
when the objective is to demon- 
strate product efficacy or to draw 
from the audience some senti- 
ment or emotion related to the 
advertised product. But the effec- 
tive demonstration comes from 
the element of realism and plau- 
sibility of the ad's dramatic ele- 
ments. This is not difficult to do 
‘when the message is simple. 

When there are many product 
information and facts to commu- 
nicate, its hard to get the ad talent 
to realistically communicate them 
in 30 seconds. In such a case, сге- 
ative people in advertising found 
it useful to interrupt the ad drama 
with a lecture. The lecture uses a. 
spokesperson, usually a figure of 
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authority, to talk to the ad audi- 
ence about the important product 
facts. This was the soft sell version 
that the successful relaunching ad 
of Sustagen used. The lecture 
about Süstagen's many benefits 
came from an appropriately at- 
tired “nutritionist” giving the ad 
audience a briefing on Sustagen's 
“24 resistencia builders.” 


The lessons 

So the lessons and marketing 
Rs that we can take out from 
this brief history of the hard sell 
versus the soft sell models of 
communicating are: 

First, each technique is effec- 
tive under appropriate condi- 
tions. The hard sell works well 
when your brand has a distinctive 
point of difference that is а prior 
ty value to consumers. On the 
other hand, take up the soft sell 
approach when you want to 
demonstrate your product's effi- 
cacy or when you wish to stir up 
some consumer feelings that can 
bond consumers to the brand. In 
using either model, be conscious 
of each one's variants and when 
toresort to any of them. 

Feedback а Market- 
ingRxGSaltandLightVentures.com 
orto 0919-314-5412. 


Covey goes beyond the 7 habits Visit a doctor for your venture 


STEPHEN Covey, author of "The 7 Habits for 
Highly Effective People,” is set to arrive in 
Manila on Nov. 19 to launch a new book. 
“The 8th Habit: From Effectiveness to 
Greatness,” the fourth major work by Covey, 
comes at a time when the complexity we face 
in our personal lives, in our families, in our 


For justice 


By Jose A. Osana 
апа Maximo Н. Simbulan V 
SGV & Co. 


REPUBLIC Act No. 9238, which became a law 
on Feb. 5, 2004, expanded the scope of the 
VAT exemption under Section 109 of the Tax 
Code of 1997 to include the services rendered 
by doctors and lawyers. In 2003, the sale of 
services by persons engaged in the practice of 
profession or calling, including doctors and 
lawyers, became subject to the 10 
percent VAT. However, with the en- 
actment of RA 9238, the services 
rendered by doctors of medicine and lawyers 
are now excluded from the coverage of the 
10-percent VAT. 

Specifically beginning Jan. 1, 2004, medi- 
cal services rendered by doctors of medicine 
and legal services rendered by lawyers are no 
longer subject to the 10 percent VAT. 


Services rendered by medical doctors 

Under Revenue Regulations No. (RR) 7-2004 
dated May 7, 2004, which implemented the pro- 
visions of RÀ 9238, medical services excluded 
from the coverage of VAT include doctors in 
good standing with the Professional Regulations 
‘Commission (PRC). Excluded are medical ser- 
vices rendered by general professional partner- 
ships (СРР) organized for the practice of the 
medical profession and whose partners are com- 
posed of doctors in good standing with the PRC. 

In order to qualify for VAT exemption, the 
medical services involved are only those done 
by doctors. Reference may be made to RA 
2382, also known as the Medical Act of 1959. 

Section 8 of the Medical Act of 1959, states 
по person can practice medicine in the Philip- 
pines unless he is at least 21 years old, passed 
the board examination, and holds a valid Cer- 
tificate of Registration. In this regard, Section 
10 of the Medical Act of 1959 provides an enu- 
meration of acts, which may constitute the prac- 
tice of medicine. These acts include the physical 
examination, diagnosis, treatment, operation; 
or prescription of any remedy for human dis- 
ease, injury, deformity, physical, mental, psychi- 
cal condition or any ailment, real or imaginary, 
regardless of the nature of the remedy or treat- 
ment administered, prescribed or recommend- 
ed. Relating this with RA 9238, as implemented 
by RR 7:2004, the VAT exemption arguably ap- 
plies only to services by medical doctors that en- 
tail the practice of medicine. 


Services rendered by lawyers 

Under the same RR, the legal services specif- 
ically excluded from the coverage of VAT are 
limited to those rendered by lawyers of good 
standing with the IBP Also covered by the ex- 
emption are the legal services rendered by 
СРР organized solely and exclusively for the 
practice of law and which are entirely com- 
posed of lawyers duly registered with the IBR 

‘To be exempted from VAT, the legal services 
must be rendered by lawyers of good standing 
with the IBP Thus, as far as lawyers are con- 
cerned, exemption from the 10 percent VAT 
may only be invoked, it seems, if the services 
rendered pertain to practice of law. 

‘The Supreme Court, in several of its rulings, 
has already made a characterization of what a 
practice of law is. In the landmark case of Ulep 
vs. The Legal Clinic Inc. (B.M. No. 553 dated 


professions and in our organizations are most 
challenging. 

Covey was in Manila in 1990 and 1994. 
The Center for Leadership and Change Inc. 
features Covey in two sessions on Nov. 19. 
For inquiries, call 8172726, 8400879, 
4266489. 


and health 


June 17, 1993), the Supreme Court took into 
account the general principles and doctrines 
explaining the meaning and scope of the term 
practice of law. Basically practice of law means 
any activity in or out of court, which requires 
the application of law, legal procedures, 
knowledge, training and experience. 

‘The court further noted that the practice of 
law is not limited to the conduct of cases in 
court. The practice of law, the court said, in- 
cludes legal advice and counsel, and the 

preparation of legal instruments 


TAX-FILES and contracts by which legal rights 


are secured, although such matter 
may or may not be pending in court. 


Applicability of the percentage tax 

Temust also be pointed out that the services 
by doctors and lawyers apart from being ex- 
empr from VAT are also exempt from the three 
3 percentage tax. 

‘When the 10 percent VAT was imposed on 
the gross receipts derived by persons engaged 
in the practice of a profession or calling, the 
VAT law provides that the VAT would not apply 
if the gross receipts do not exceed the thresh- 
old amount of P $50,000 per annum. In such a 
case, the 3 percentage tax should be imposed 
in lieu of the VAT. Section 116 of the Tax Code 
of 1997 states that a 3-percent tax is imposed 
оп persons whose sales or receipts are exempt 
from VAT for not exceeding the gross annual 
sales/receipts of P 550,000 as provided under 
Section 10902) of the Tax Code of 1997. 

‘The imposition of the 3 percentage tax pre- 
supposes that the 10 percent VAT would have 
been imposed had it not been for the expected 
or actual inability of the taxpayer concerned 
to exceed the P550,000 limit. 

With the categorical exemption from the 
10 percent VAT of the services rendered by 
lawyers and doctors of medicine, exemption 
from the 3 percent percentage tax should, asa 
matter of course, follow. 


Some administrative requirements 

Qualified doctors of medicine and lawyers, 
including GPPs whether registered as a VAT 
taxpayer or a non-VAT taxpayer are required 
to update their corresponding records with 
the concerned BIR revenue districts on or be- 
fore June 20, 2004, by filing the necessary 
registration update forms (BIR Form No. 
1905) to convert their status from that of a 
VAT to non-VAT or non-percentage tax taxpay- 
er for those whose services were not subject to 
VAT but to percentage tax. 

Qualified medical doctors and lawyers are. 
also required to submit not later than June 
30, 2004 an inventory of unused receipts as of. 
the date they register as a non-VAT taxpayer 
indicating the number of booklets and the 
corresponding serial numbers. 


Conclusion 

It merits emphasis that our need for the ser- 
vices of doctors and lawyers relates directly to 
our constitutionally enshrined right to life, 
liberty and property and the higher costs for 
these services brought about by the imposi- 
tion of taxes might be construed as an indirect 
limitation of these rights. With the passage of 
RA 9238, we would perhaps continue to have 
reasonable access, їп terms of monetary cost, 
to the services of lawyers and doctors. 


By Kathryn L. Reyes 


WOULDNTit be nice if you can find a 
doctor who can diagnose and help re- 
store the health and well-being of 
your business? 

The franchise and license clinic is 
one of the highlights of the Global 
Franchising and Licensing Show in 
Singapore on Sept. 15-17, which i 
organized by the Singapore Exhibi- 
tion Services Ltd. The show is now on 
its sixth year and has made a name in- 
temationally as an important event 
for business opportunities and intel- 
lectual property rights. 

Ben Wong, Singapore Exhibition's 
project director, says the franchise 
and license clinic aims to help visitors 
of the show—whether a small or 
medium scale enterprise, or an estab- 
lished  company—diagnose their 
business problems, and with the help 
ofa consultant, find solutions to their 
problems. 

For this year's show, Wong's group 
engaged five different consultants to 
tackle five important aspects of the 
business—frnchising, ^ licensing, 
branding, financial and legal. 

"Its one-to-one correspondence,” 
says Wong. “The consultants will per- 
sonally speak with the businessmen, 
and will help them address their is- 
sues.” 

For the clinic's legal aspect, says 
Wong, the consultation and counsel- 
ing will be done on a group basis. 

Aside from that, Singapore Exhibi- 
tion Services also incorporated a 
business matchmaking program in 
the show. 

“Ме understand how busy the 
business people are. What we're try- 


+ ing to do is to help them fully utilize 


WONG 


their time,” Wong says. "That's why 
we came up with a system. We came 
up with this business matchmaking 
program, where our group facilitat- 
eda meeting between a specific fran- 
chisor and a corresponding fran- 
chisee.” 

‘Those who are willing to sell their 
products and/or concepts are pre- 
matched with those who are willing 
to purchase them, using a database of 
registered participants. This system 
will surely be helpful to those who 
want to maximize their time while 
they are at the conference. 

Visitors who will come to the show 
will be able to "shop" around for 
products and concepts that they can 
bring back home. The large number 
of exhibiting companies ensures that 
a potential investor will have the 
chance to compare one product or 
concept with another. He or she will 
be able to choose carefüly which 
product or concept will work bestin a 


particular market. 

‘A comprehensive lecture on licens- 
ing will be tackled as well in the Inter- 
national Conference on Licensing 
Strategies. 

Wong says they are expecting 230 
exhibitors from 22 countries, includ- 
ing the Philippines; compared with 
last year’s 210 companies from 17 
countries. 

The show will also feature a mix- 
ture of concepts and license opportu- 
nities that firms want to bring to the 
Asian market. 

Franchising is a booming business 
in the world. It is however important 
for one to learn the industry before 
getting a franchise. 

‘The event provides a chance for 
Filipino businessmen to learn more 
about franchising and evaluate their 
capacity to venture in the internation- 
al market. 

“The Asian market is going into a 
very exciting phase. China for exam- 
ple experienced a 40 percent growth 
from 2001 to 2002,” said Wong. He 
cited the number of Chinese franchis- 
es expanded across 15 sectors and 
rose to about a thousand two years 
ago. 

Even the Philippines had its share 
of growth in the industry. Although 
compared to China, the Philippines" 
growth is a little slower with 150 
franchise operators in 1995 to 625 
this year. 

Two Filipino companies- 
pire International Merchandising 
Corp., which markets brands like 
Zorro, Star Trek characters, Christi- 
na Aguilera and Destiny's Child, 
and Philippine Franchising Associ- 
ation—will each have а booth in 
the show. 


Computerization hikes city’s tax take 


EVERYONE wants to have an efficient 
government. 

To achieve this systems are needed. 
Efficiency in the management of local 
affairs, ‘administration and monitor- 
ing of resources, requires asystematic 
data processing and record manage- 
ment of revenues, expenditures and 
resources. This is what Toledo City, 
Cebu, had in mind—to have a fully 
computerized and integrated system 
to automate its current method of tax 
collection. 

‘Choosing the right parmer for the 
full automation of its real property 
taxes and business tax collection was 
vital. 

Accounts of failed implementa- 
tions within municipalities and cities 
of the Visayas region intimidated lo- 
cal leaders and their staff. 

Local leaders considered the ser- 
vices of the DBP-Data Center Inc., ап 
associate of well-known solution 
providers for local government 
units Microcircuits Corp. (MCC) 
and Systems & Plan Integrator & De- 
velopment Co. (SPIDC). Both were 
responsible for several successful 
implementations in key cities, mu- 
nicipalities and even a provincial 
capitol. 

Three key factors were identified 
to achieve the objectives of the pro- 
ject: change management, process 


“ 


reengineering and training. These 
componens were considered after 
the site preparation, consultations 
and goal setting were done with the 
staff and department heads. 

With very cooperative and hard- 
working members of the workforce of 
Toledo City, the targeted six months 
implementation was achieved in a 
record-breaking timeframe of 60 
days. Within this time span, the solu- 
tion providers DBP-DCI, MCC and 
SPIDC, successfully established a ful- 
ly automated working environment 
in the offices of Toledo City. The new 
government application system was 
placed in five offices of the city 
hall—the assessor's office, the busi- 
ness permit and licensing office, the 
treasury office and its land tax 6 
sion, and the accounting department, 
to which the accounting software was 
given for free. 

The result is the full integration 
ofthe five offices, saying goodbye to 
the old, slow manual process and 
welcoming the establishment of an 
on-line transaction process "OLTP" 
which created a common database 
‘among the departments of the Tole- 
do City government. 

Toledo Mayor Arlene E. Zam- 
bo was delighted to find out that a 
surprising 134-percent increase in 
revenue was generated in the busi- 


ness permits alone within six weeks 
of implementation by DBP-DCI's solu- 
tion providers, MCC and SPIDC. This 
was possible because of the record- 
tracking and audit-trailing capabili- 
ties of the installed computerized sys- 
tem. 

Toledo City Treasurer Eleuteria Al- 
varez says: "With the increase in rev- 
enue, we can easily work on the 
needs of our people." 

In April 2003, records show that 
the collected tax amounted to only 
P1,31 million. With the new system in 
place, a whopping P3.07 million 
worth of tax collection was declared 
іп April 2004—an amazing increase 
of 134.29 percent or P1.76 million. 
‘The increase was traced to the use of 
the new system and the political 
of the leaders of Toledo City. The 
crease would mean more infrastruc- 
ture projects and more investors, 
both foreign and local, would be at- 
tracted to Toledo City. 

Zambo is thinking of using anoth- 
er system for Budget and Manage- 
‘ment to promote transparency in her . 
government. With these new com- 
puterized systems, every transaction 
will be automated; government per- 
sonnel shall be more productive; 
more efficient and effective in the 
delivery of public service to its con- 
stituents. 
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In the advertisement of the Senate of 
the Philippines re: Invitation to apply 
for eligibility and to bid that came out 
last September 6, 2004 under Service 
Contract No. 4 - Internet 
Subscription we inadvertently printed 
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NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
Incamplance weh Secon 5 o! ВА No 9048. a пока е. 
areny sve tho bac ha LONNIE LEE A MANGUBAT as 
Tei Otc pation or chango dl st ramo om MAE i 
LOUDEE МАЕ а a Carats of ivo Вип o MAE GARCIA 
[AVILES who was born on February 27, 1973 at Makilala, 
Colaba 
"Joy pron adoret ated by sad patton may Ше his 
itencoposton vana s fca cora берет 2904 
Sod NORMA. DIPUTADO 
Cay Cr авраат 


Immediato Hiring: Contact 
"Joyce + 0917-6353019 
Cooks, Waiters, Bartenders 


JOB HAING 09196913491 IRA 


тоны Ep Cook S748 
09195821861 сы CHIT 


(Pol Sept 36 10.200) 


WAREHOUSE FOR RENT 
осе at A Masagana SI., Quino Hiway 
Manolok Subd., Baesa, Quezon Ciy 
213561 sqm whose wi 10.56 meters high celing 
immediately avaiable or occupation by Oct. 
Ideal or storage & ight manufacturing companies 


EQUIPMENT & MACHINERIES FOR SALE 
- Useinmanulactunng envronmentalfrendy, 
tableware products such as plates, bows, elc- 
{Offered price is very reasonable/cheap as owner 
plans о migrate abroad 


For inquiries pls. call 
6313407 • 6319017 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 
Energy Center, Merit Road, Fort Bonifacio, 
‘Taguig, Metro Manila, Philippines MCPO Box 2102 
Telephone No. 893-6001/1320 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Enargy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested 
contractors to apply for eligibiity and 1o bid for the project: 
2004-208 | CONTRACT FOR ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE. 
FOR FORT BONIFACIO (2 YEARS) EDCO4-114. 

The Approved Budget is P2,934,000.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC 
fund, The contract duration В 2 year. 

‘Application Forms for Eligibility and Bid Documents may be secured trom 
tne PNOC-EDC Contracts Administration Group (clo I. М. Corcuera) starting 
‘August 31, 2004 upon payment ol a non-refundable fee ol Pesos: Five Hundred 
(P500.00) 

For tha purpose o! clatilying certain issues, а pre-bid conference will be 
held on Seplembar 17, 2004, 10:00 a.m. at the САС Conference Room, at the 
above addrass. 

Applications (ог Eligibility and sealed bids shall be received by tho РМОС- 
EDC Contracts Administration Group at PNOC-EDC, 1st floor Bldg. 5, Fort 
Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila, not later than 2:00 p.m. of September 30, 
2004 and shall bà publicly openad immediately thereatter. 

РМОС-ЕОС reservas the right to reject any or ай bids or parts thereol, to 
waive any informality Inerei, о abor the bidding process, to accept such bids 
Or fo award any рап ol tha work o any bidder whose bid Is considered most 
‘advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 


PROC 


BAC CHAIRMAN 
IPON- Septem 10.2008) 


Sr 
in Loving Memory B 
On the 1 yenr Death Anniversary of 


“JOHNNY” ISAAC B. JABILE 
Suede IT Satake 10 
“We love and miss you Daddy" 
io Jubilo; daughters Marta Сыйна and Marla Concepclon: 
sso dorge Mor brothera and utes: 
lates ми Meare rages 
чод, Hay Маме wl br offered on берме 10 (Friday? 
ro ort Pura in Ба. лаана sur Set Мысал 
kamuning. Quezon Ci. 


f be eternal repe of! 
pow: 


Whoever 
finds his Ме 
will lose, 2 
> and whoever” 
loses 105 Ме 
lor my sake 
vill find i, 


Matthew 10:39 


Rosario Kapunan Repulda 


‘of Tucloban City and Las Piñas Clty 

loved ner of Sandra, Rosalinda, Rinalka, Ruby. 

oy analy lly med ourCrestoron Sep- 
tember б, ЖАН athe age ГУ, 

state at the Holy Trinity Memo- 

шепим will 

he on September 12, ХКА at the Holy Cross Me- 

топа Pash, Quezon City after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 


== 


(C инке терем? 
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i ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТІ 
AD NO. 2004-050. 


РО Rot. No.: PBO40705-RMOO92 / 
PR Моз ITASD-04-007394 

1. The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (TransCo), BIDS AND 
AWARD COMMITTEE (ВАС) FOR HEAD OFFICE, Invites local blddors/ 
‘contractors о apply for сіру who ara: 

а. Duly iconsod Filpino clizens/sole proprotorships; or 

b. Partnerships duly organized under Ino laws of tho Philippines and ol which 

at loast sovanty liva porcont (75%) of tho Intorest bolongs fo clizons of the 
Phiippinos; or 
а duly organized under the taws of tho Philipinas. and ot which 
'enly fiva percont (75%) of tha outstanding capital stock belongs 
to ciizons of the Philippines; or 
d. Cooperatives duly registered with the Cooperatives Devolopmont Authority 
(СОА) 

The abovementioned contractors should havo the following valid and currant 

conso and Rgisiration Particulars issued by PCAB. 

icon at loast "Category 0" 

Registration : al loast SMALL E" 

Contract SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF LABOR, MATERIALS, 
EQUIPMENT, TOOLS AND OTHER INCIDENTALS FOR THE. 
CONSTRUCTION OF ACCESS ROAD AT SAN ISIDRO 
RELAY STATION, LABRADOR, PANGASINAN. 

Tho contract to be performed by the succosstul bidder shall bo specified in tho 

Technical Quotation Form cl Ina Bid Documents that would be issued. 

The Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to be Bid Is Pf,999,493.2010 be 

‘sourced Irom the Internal Cash Generation of TransCo. 

. Application tor Eligibility and Eligibility Forms will bo avallale for Issuanco 
Starting Soptomber 10, 2004 to September 27, 2004 at the BAC Secretariat, 
National Transmission Corporation, ММО, GIF Main Bulking. Quezon Avenua 
comer BIR Road, Ойтал, Quezon City, upon presentation of onginal PCAB 
License and  paymant of non-elundable foo сі TWO HUNDRED Pesos 
(P200.00) por copy. 

Deadline for submission of Letter of intent, duly accomplished Application tor 

ЕЛЕН, Elgibity Forms, documents and statements shali be 8:00 a.m, to 

00 p.m. of September 20, 2004 and shali bo submited al the registration 
ойсо and address mentioned above. Opening of the ЕМДЫМу Envelope shal 
be on September 29, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. Il he said date is a non-working дау 
or declared non-working day, the deadline for submission shall ba moved to th 
пех working day immadiataly following sald dale. Еб bidders shall be 

поез on or balore October 6, 2004. 

А completo ве! of bidding documents may be purchased by eligible bidders 

{rom October 7,2004 to November 3, 2004 upon payment ol a non-relundable. 

lao of THREE HUNDRED Pesos (P300.00). 

Pre-Bid Conlarenco forthe submission о! Technical and Price Proposals willbe 

held on October 21, 2004, 10:00 a.m. at National Transmission Corporation, 

Admin Conteronce Room, G/F, Main Building, Quezon Avenue comer BIR Road, 

Diman, Quezon Chy. 

‘Submission of Technical and Price Proposals of eligible bidders shall be at 

0:00 a.m. on November 4, 2004 al National Transmission Corporation, Admin 

Conlerence Room, G/F, Main Building, Quezon Avenue comer BIR Roac 

Dilman, Quezon City. Late submission and/or Incomplete bid documents shall 

not be accepted. The technical and prico proposals willbe opened immediately 

In the presonco ol Bidders representative who chooses to ation. 

All particulars relative to the eligibility, bidcing. evaluation of bids and award of 

Contact shali be governed by the Implementing Rules and Regulations о! Н.А. 

S184 olherwise known as the Govornmont Procurement Act. 

10. TransCo reserves the right 10 reject any Application lor Eligibilty or ай bids 
without offering any reasons, waive any required formally therein, and to make 
fan award Чо the bidder whose proposals is most advantageous to tho 
government 
‘Additonal information shall be furnished upon request. АП communications 
should be addressed fo the undersigned at the aforementioned address. 

(504) ANTONIO G. LABAYANI 
Спатап 


Bids and Awards Committee 
ЕСІГІ 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
[DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
Bids and Awards Commitee lor 
Information Technology (ВАСЧТ) 
Quezon Cy 
September 10.2004 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bureau ol intemal Revenue (GIR) ntes mierosteG parties to apply for 
elgibity and to bid lor 

Name of Project 
Location of the Project 
Contract Duration 


PROCUREMENT OF FORTY (40) NOTEBOOKS, 
"Bureau of internal Revenue 

Thirty (0) ealendar days from recelpt 

of Notice of Award 

000,000.00 

‘©-Government Fund 


Approved Budget _ | 
Source of Funding |: 


All interested partias may oblain the bidding documents from the ВАСАТ 
Secretariat, cio Room 605, БЕ. BIR-National Ойсе Bldg. ВІА Road, Brgy. PAahan, 
Dliman, Quezon City starting September 10, 2004, upon payment of nonvrelundablo 
lea of P1,000.00. 

‘Bid Conferenco wil be held on September 24,2004, Friday а! 2:00 p.m.. at 
tho Executive Conference Room, 3/F BIF-Nalional Осе Buliding, BIR Road, Brgy 
Pihahan, Ойтал, Quezon City. 

Deadlina for the submission of eligblly requirements, technical and financial 
‘proposals shall be on October 6, 2004, Wecnosday at 1:30 p.m. o bo hold at Ihe 
Exocutive Conference Room, 3/F BIR-Natonal Осе Guiding. BIR Road, Brgy. 
Pitahan, Ойтал, Quezon City o be followed by the opening o he bids. 

Al pariculars rear 1o eligbily process, bidding, evaluation of bids, post- 
qualiicaton and award of contract shali be governed by the applicable provisions of 
Торос Act No. 9184, otherwise known as tho Goverment Procurement Aalorm 
Act and ls implémonting rulas and regulations 

The BIR assumes no obligation whalsoovar to compensate or лоту the 
bidders for any excusa or loss that thay may incur in ho preparation o their bids. The 
BIR aso reserves tho right тайда any or all bids, waive any ofthe required formally 
‘herein and accept tho bids most advantagoous to the government. 

For particulars. please inquire from the BAC-IT Socrotariat, fru tha Chit, SSTMO- 
IPOS at Room 302, 2/F, Revenue Computer Cantor (RCC) Bldg., BIR Compound, 
BIR Road, Brgy. Pitahan, Duman, Quozon Су or сай lelephono nos. 961-7085, 
927-4101. 981-7079, 981-7080 and 928-2238 (telelax) ог o-mall us at 
Mhath. maranan € оока). 


(60%) ATTY. LEONOR S. VILLALON-ROGERS 
Ават Commissionor - HADS 
Chairman, BACHT 


P 
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~ MANUEL “NOLI” T. TOMACRUZ, JR. 


Peacefully joined the Lord on September 8, 2004 
at the age of 46. 


His bereaved parents Manny & Nena; brothers 
and sisters Cynthia, Ariel & Vicky, Laura, Liza & 
Ronnie, Ruby & Peter, Frances & Jonas; nieces & 
nephew Rachelle, Nicole, Geoffrey & Cara; other 
relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Santuario de San 
Antonio, Forbes Park. 


Cremation will be on Saturday, September 11, 

2004 at 4:00 p.m. at the Loyola Guadalupe following, 
|. the 2:30 p.m, Mass in Santuario de San Antonio, 
| Forbes Park. 


ne FRIDAY, == p ІЗ : 
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Inseln eid 


OBITUARIES 


VESBLSGUinaliHe Way | FORT BONIFACIO 
wiradingite Way. 


"Trunk Line: (632) 845-2334 to 38 


Bobby, “ RENER 3 
4 „Келе I сап do all things іп Him who strengthens me. 
aree years hae passed, 

and memories of you contine to last 
deep win ou heats and понра 


dia oem Deli 3 : Our Dearly Beloved 


Fourteen years have flown by, 
1 look at ће life we've built and sigh, 
How I wish you to be here to see 

How your dreams are turning to reality. 


In my heart I know your spirit lives on, 
As your children have angels of their own, 


Four grandchildren to carry-on 
The faith and love we shared early on. 


Minnie Saf Now peacefully rests in the infinite Grace & Goodness 


ROBERTO (Bobby) G JONGCO of the Lord on the 8th day of September 2004 at the age of 74. 


Tn Loving Memory She is survived by her husband Fred; children Kuyang, Jinggoy & Lyn, Junjo 


& Bing, Nong & Irene, Neng & Ricky, Chi-Chi & Tutut, and Mark; 
grandchildren Mobbie, Chax, Renci, Tyrone, Kyle, Lucy, Chia, 
and Nong-Nong request prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


оп the 14th Anniversary of Roberto “Bobby” С. Jongco's 
re-union with the Lord, the following masses will be offered 
today for his eternal rest. 
Our Lady of the Abandoned Parish Church, ......... 6:30 А.М. 
Sta. Апа, Manila. 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish Church, .... 
Philam Village, Las Piñas 


St. Don Bosco Parish Church, 
Makati City 


Her remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
12 G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, September 12, 2004 at 
Eternal Gardens Memorial Park immediately after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
Minnie, Rovi & Sheila, Tina & Nolan wish to thank our 


relatives and friends who have been praying for = З — 
Bobby's peace in the garden of our Lord. X 4 Cue 


NEM) 192% 
cm flte & Jose Virata Garcia 2 


the Third Month Anniversary of the tragic demise of 


HON. VOLTAIRE (Butch) Y. ROSALES of Kawit, Cavite, and Gapan, Nueva Ecija 
we, together with his bereaved family, Atty. Nena Legaspi-Rosales 
and her children Меза Tala, and his brothers, (Founder - Sujo Marble Corporation and J.V. Garcia Philippine Handicrafts) 
Sister, in-laws and relatives. 


URDI 


request ай readers tojoin us in praying to the Sacred Heart of Jesus that Justice be given to Has joined his loving wife Susana Ramos-Garcia on Sep. 8, 2004 at the age of 78 
карал мы e e caa and peacefully rests in the eternal presence of our Lord 


‘bereaved family and our country. 


esse jin us in the celebration of Mass at 600 pm. September 10 ы : x e 
Пе раа аа еттті bietet та Children Renato & Julie Rabago, Minda & Edwin АғсШа 


te Grandchildren Renalie & Nam Ho, Joanna & Ric Pan 
ЖЕ en aues MIA] Jay & Charlotte Passera, Vince, Louie and MM 


Joey Soriano. 


1 Caro Lopes h 
эрер er - г, Pridat Manof Ga Samsi Heart 1, Great-grandchildren Mathew, Alex, Sydney, Noah and Emily 
Cluster Leader, Makati South A 


Couples for Christ E request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the 
атаса Бао ст ТӨЛЕ Santuario de San Jose Church mortuary, Buffalo St., East Greenhills 
5 ИСІ 15222228 until Sunday, September 12, and will be transferred 
obituary % Талал Pit to Сарап, Nueva Ecija, after the 2:00 pm Mass. 
Forever in our hearts... „г 
with a Interment will be on Tuesday, September 14, 2004, 
picture We remember our beloved atthe Gapan Memorial Garden after the 9 a.m. Mass. 


аш bea ATTY. JOSE SANTIAGO ATIENZA 24 


fitting Knight of the Pontifical Order of St. Sylvestre 
tribute to who joined his Creator on 10 September 1998. 5 хе qu 
b» 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be celebrated today 
your inthe folowing churches: ig “I beg of thee at the hour of my death to receive me, a Pilgrim 


departed Vilta San Migue! Chapel and an exile returning to thee, Amen.” 
k 4 VSM Compound, Mandaluyong City ......... А 
оред OnE. р еер Our Dearly Beloved Nanay 
St. Peter's Parish Church, А; - - ” 
OBITUARY Adoration Convent of the Divine X “ 
кебйне: сы а JAA MERCEDES “Dedes 
5, 


Parish of tho Resurrection 


mum =. M C. SORIANO 
His wife, Esther M. Cacnlo; his children/in-laws: Paz, Jun and A ы 


© Any identification 
аг f, Аве, Manny and Rona and Michael; and his grandchildren: 2) of Greenheights, Marikina City 


Jullanne, Justinne, Lyka, Mico and Tricla request the “Ў 
to say a prayer for his etemal repose. ag 


DEATH Peacefiully joined the Lord and her husband Mariano б. Soriano 
ANNOUNCEMENT on September 7, 2004 at the age of 86. 


MESSAGE Her children Bellie & Ding Ocampo; Penny & Rene Cuejilo, Mely & Ben 

OF THANKS Guanzon, Lina, Nilo & Terry Soriano, Boy, Nilda, Prescy & Thom 

= Died on September 7, 2004 Sutherland, Eric, Tong & Annette Soriano; brother Crising & sister 

x ШЕ s Сер Behind lesus cmm Tanching: grandchildren and great grandchildren, and athe relatives and friends 
ERSAM 1. Banguis; children Jess Jr. and Tita, Gie CD, request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


REQUIEMS. Cynthia and Catch Catchillar, Fatima Ф and І! Her remains lie in state at #18 Peru St., Marikina Greenheights Subd., 
————— || шо Bernardo CD, Chit and Lito Cabrera; Concepcion, Marikina City. 

FREE OBIT grandchildren Khriz and Raffy Cabrera; Chiqui 
and Greg Bell; Dino and Lynn Banguis; Cali 
and Bruce; Candy and Drew; Catchie, 
Charleston; Angel and Rey; Bong, Joy, Lala, 
Kai; and great grandchildren. 


Interment will be at 2 pm on Sunday, September 12, 2004 at Paraiso 
Memorial Park. 


The family requests relatives and friends to 
pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body lies at Don Bosco Chapel HOPE. 8” 


ЖОЙ рса ссе: (e Ве present with the Lord." - 


10 a.m. after the holy mass at South Cemetery. 


Paymans н |. 2 Corinthians 5:84 — 
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BUSINESS 


A promising private sector initiative 


Oversight Committee on Anti-Smuggling 
(Cocas) on Aug. 25, it was announced that 
the regular Wednesday meetings would be 
terminated. 

This was because the Cocas, the National 
Anti-Smuggling Task Force 
(NASTE) and the Anti- 
Smuggling and Intelligence 
Center (ASIIC) were to be abolished. 

The private sector representatives of Co- 
саз expressed their disappointment when 
they heard the announcement. 

They passed a resolution acknowledging 


COMMENTARY 


the effective work of the three anti-smug- 
sling bodies. 

And they did not stop there. They an- 
nounced that they would continue the bi- 
weekly anti-smuggling meetings the Cocas 
had institutionalized. 

They would also invite the same govern- 
ment representatives of Cocas to their 
Wednesday meetings. 

Instead of a govern- 
mentled venture, it 
would now be a private sector initiative 
called the Multi-Sectoral Coalition Against. 
Smuggling (MCAS). 

‘The MCAS is jointly undertaken by the 
Federation of Philippine Industries, the 


The center of a vibrant city lifestyle. 


Live where it blooms. 


ORIENTAL GARDEN: 


DIUI E 
The Executive Residential Condo 


now invites you to call its second tower home: 
a plush residential haven soon to blossom 
close to the heart of the Central Business District. 


The Lotus 
"TOW er. Rising 32 storeys above Makati, 
it features amenities unparalleled 
in comfort, security, and peace of mind. 


The harmony between design and lifestyle. 
The fusion of comfort and affordability. 
Lotus Tower, at Oriental Gardens Makati 
your new home, transcending 

the dynamic, fast-paced 

tempo of the city 


Landscaped 
swimming pool 


For more information, 


call now 830-0000 « 886-0000 


www.orientalgardens.com.ph 


FEDERAÍAND 


Taking Life Higher. 
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Alyansa Agricultura and the Fair Trade Al- 
liance. 

Last Sept. 8, the MCAS called their first 
meeting. Prior to the assembly, the private 
sector members were afraid that govern- 
ment would send low level representa- 
tives, and would not be as supportive as 
they were before. 

‘They were also afraid that only peripher- 
al issues would be addressed. 

Asit turned out, their fears were ground- 
less. 


High level representation 

High level government officials attend- 
ed the assembly, as in previous Cocas meet- 
ings. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, 
Department of Interior and Local Govern- 
ment Secretary Angelo Reyes (who used to 
be Cocas chair), Finance Secretary Juanita 
Amatong, Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap 
and Trade and Industry Secretary Cesar 
Purisima were ably represented during the 
MCAS meeting. 

Also, Finance Undersecretary Noel 
Bonoan and Interior Undersecretary Mel 
Rosales contributed much in the course of 
the meeting. 

One key official, Commissioner George 
Jereos of the Bureau of Customs, could not 
come. 

But he sent Deputy Commissioner Ray 
Allas as well as the heads of all the units in- 
volved in anti-smuggling. 

The private sector leaders said that, as 
taxpayers, they were entitled to govern- 
ment support. 

However, they added that they were 
pleased at the measure of support the gov- 
ernment had shown by sending high level 
government representatives to the meet- 
ing. 


10-point program 

During the meeting, the MCAS secretari- 
at proposed a 10-point program, the re- 
sults of which the members expected with- 
in 30 days. 

In many instances, the government rep- 
resentatives suggested more ambitious ac- 
tions. They even suggested that the target 
completion dates be met before the next 
MCAS meeting on Sept. 22. 

At one point, an undersecretary chal- 
lenged a business leader to speed up a pro- 
posed procedure that would enable the pri- 


| vate sector to assist ће BOC role іп the au- 


dit of Customs Bonded Warehouses (CB- 
Ws) where the bulk of the smuggling oc- 
curred. 

The government-private sector interac- 
tion turned into a mutually supportive un- 
dertaking, encouraging teamwork and de- 


! tineating accountabilities regarding dead- 


lines. 


Substantive issues 

The MCAS assembly also achieved a 
breakthrough with the Inward Forward 
Manifest (IFM). 

The IFM is a document that lists the 
goods coming in from abroad on a specific 
vessel. An electronic copy is given to the 
Bureau of Customs at least two days before 
the shipment's arrival, while a hard copy is 
provided upon arrival. 

For many years, the Department of Agri- 
culture and the Department of Trade and 
Industry wanted access to these IFMs. 

This would have enabled them to effec- 
tively monitor the shipments and prevent 
smuggling. 

Last March, the ASIIC under the supervi: 
sion of Secretary Angelo Reyes got access 
tothe IFMs. 

At the MCAS meeting last Wednesday, 
the private sector proposed thatthe DAand 


, DTI secretaries should also be given ac- 


cess, 

The government representatives sup- 
ported this proposal. They agreed to report 
on this within two weeks. 

In addition, they would explore the pos- 
sibility of providing IFMs to private sector 
representatives selected by the DA and DTI 
officials. 

This would be an added check in pre- 
venting the entry of undeclared smuggled 
goods, estimated to be at least $10 billion. 


Still hopeful 

Jess Arranza, a key MCAS leader who 
has probably done the most ro combat 
smuggling, is still hopeful that the three 
government anti-smuggling bodies will be 
restored. 

Whether or not this happens, it fs still 
fortunate that the private sector is continu: 
ing the fightagainst smuggling. 

Itis only with government support, such 
as that shown in the last MCAS meeting. 
that the promise may eventually turn intoa 
reality. 

(The author is chair of Agriwatch, a pri 
vate sector initiative; former undersecretary 
of agriculture and trade and industry, and 
former chair and Cabinet secretary for Presi 
dential Flagship Programs and Projects. For 
inquiries or suggestions, e-mail agriwatch 
phil@yahoo.com or telefax 02-8516635) 
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Distinctly 


Itis not easy to 
wear Van Noten, 
but, as they say, 
once a customer, 
always a customer 


load online 


Tuch Mobiles ubs NOW yue 


(GlobelPrepai 
sitservice/ANDIhavelitchargedktoyyouyba 
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By Kitty Go 


Contributor 
F there is a single label 
that consistently epito- 
mizes “jetsetting hippie,” 
it has to be Antwerp-based 
Dries Van Noten. 
One of the few designer labels that 
have not succumbed to publicly 
owned multi-labeled fashion con- 


glomerates, Dries, as fans call it, 
opened for business in 1985 іп а 
small shop. In 1989, its current two- 
story flagship was established in 
Antwerp, Belgi a building dat- 
ing from the 1880s. 

It is not easy to wear Dries Van 
Noten, but as they say, once a cus- 
tomer, always a customer. For one, it 
is not a “polished” or “glamorous” 
line. Van Noten usually bases his col- 
lections on rich, exclusively woven 


дот 


© 


Elaine 


and embroidered fabrics that look 
and feel more New Mexico than New 
York, more Dalai Lama than Donald 
Trump. 

The Dries Van Noten woman is not 
driven by editorial must-haves or 
fashion endorsed by celebrities. Тһе 
line hardly ever advertises and is sel- 
dom included in magazine editorials. 

Yet, it has an ultra-fashionable and 
faithful following of confident men 

DISTINCTLY/C4 


REMAINING LOAD: „©з 
p rd 


Eds 


FLoG ON AND LOAD TODAY! 


= @ AND GET A CHANCE TO WIN 
Д == | MOTOROLA E398 


ЕНЕ SURROUND SOUND MOBILE PHONEI 


Were giving away atotal of ten (10) E398 phones! 

2. Every successful Autoload gets you one raffle entry for the 
NOTE ust walt fran елші confirming your successful, 
тісі conversion into a raffe entry. 


WE 
2200103001400] 810.500) 


Promo in partnership with: 
А) 


MOTOROLA 
inteligence everywhere 


Reload more to get more raffle entries! 


Promo perd September 


10-November’ 


ой. 
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Sette lo deals Per OTENCR Fermi ho 1907, Sae ot 004. 


making great things possible GI ebe 


7 HANDYPHONE 


E 


HOSE civicminded and charity-ori- 
ented gals from that chi-chi Zonta Club 
of Ayala, Makati, had their eighth In- 


duction Rites at the Hidalgo function room in 
Rockwell Center a fortnight ago, palanggas. 


. Installed as the club's eighth 


president was winsome 
beauty and Maryknoller 
Betsy Basa Tenchavez, who 
promises to “reinvent the 
contingent I will be heading 
for Biennium 2004-06." 

Hotshot Zonta members 
were there. Leading the 
troops were Gov. Dandy 
Gomez, Virma Vergel de 
Dios, Lyn Sunico, Cora 
Oliver, Chiqui Server, Lin- 0 Kodak Max 
da Villanueva, Mila Abad and Maritess 
Pineda. 

Socialite Nini Valdez, in her opening re- 
marks, challenged her fellow members "to 
continue to make a difference, a difference 
that copes with the changing time and cir- 
cumstances in our society" She called on all 
“to have a closer look on how to effectively 
reach to the less privileged sector of our soci- 
ety” 

‘These caring lunch-bunch of women, in- 
deed, are out to make a difference, starting 
with their all-orange get-up on induction 
night, and their electrifying invocation (“The 
Prayer,” an original duet by Celine Dion and 
Andrea Bocelli) performed by Cyrian Buli- 
gan and Aileen Abiera. 

The predominantly orange reception hall 
was set up by outgoing Zonta president 
Maridel Villavicencio, the queen of Ka- 
mayan and Dad's. The color of fire should 
show that these ladies are indeed all fired 
up. 


' WITHOUT 
| BATTING 


SPECIAL invitees. Gov. 
Chavit Singson and 
stunningly gorgeous Che 


Manalo 


WOMEN of charity. Bangand Letty ROI Phillips 


Jorman 


a и, 
THE HOTSHOTS of the afternoon, Alice Dee, CWC president Alice Briones, glamorous 
patroness of the arts Meldy Cojuangco, and Asia's royal couturier Pitoy Moreno 


| AN EYELASH «i 
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Heritage living 

It was like turning our history book back to 
the chapter of the last century. The Casa 
Manila in historic Intramuros was the perfect 
setting for the launching of a project dedicat- 

ed to heritage, natch! 

The prestigious Filinvest 
Land spared none to impress 
the media and clientele in its 
project to recreate the val- 
ues and traditions of the 
township concept of Jose 
Rizal's era, palanggas. 

"Ciudad de Calamba is in- 
deed designed to bring back 
the elements of that genera- 
tion's lifestyle which revolved 
around the church, home, 
school, work and play,” explained sharp and cy- 
ber-smart Annie Ringor. 

Not one, not two, but four residential vil- 
lages have sprung up around the classic town 
plaza. There's Vista Hills 1 and 2, catering to 
frsthome residents. Punta Altezza is de- 
signed for the upwardly mobile young family, 
and Montebello is the choice for balikbayans 
and residents from within Laguna, who wish 
1o experience the modern amenities of the 
new-generation township. 

‘The Old-World setting of Casa Manila, em- 
bellished with period furniture, chandeliers 
and ornaments, blended well with Ciudad de 
Calamba's sepia backdrops showing that 
beautiful bygone era. 

Lending their fantastic presence to this hap- 
pening were Jose Rizal's famille descendants, 
no less, dahlings, such as Barbara “Tweetums” 
Gonzalez, who is a descendant of Maria Rizal; 
and Edith Azurin and Marlene Lopez Jacinto, 
who are descendants of Paciano Rizal. 

Also there were Lydia Castillo and Zeny 


ye P 


[s Ы 

s ЕРНАР ден 
HOT namedroppables. 
Макан first lady Dr. Elenita 
Binay and daughter Anne 


dA 


JOJO Zabarte and hostess with the 
mostest, Nene Leonor 


— 


> оран 


SISTERS TWO. Lydia Castillo and Zeny THE GANG of four, Barbara "Tweetums' 


TWO HOTSHOTS. Arnold 
Canaria, Ciudad de Calamba 
project group head, and Filinvest 
Land Ine. president Joseph M. Yap 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2004 


MAKATI-AYALA. 
Zonta Club gals: 
(seated) vice governor 
Jovy Rodriguez, 
Rennie Andrews, 
outgoing president 
Maridel Villavicencio, 
president Betsy 
Tenchavez, Nini 
Valdez and Bing 
Carrion-Buck; 
(standing) Marivic 
delos Reyes, Helen 
Pratts, Katrina 
Valdez-Cruz, Beth 

La O, Singapore. 
Airlines’ Rita Dy, 
Puregold’s Odette 
Ong, Jing Sarao, Cha- 
cha Camacho, Ni 
Layug, Cynthia Reyes, 
Mila Tanchi and Tessie 
Santos 


KAREN Parungo (right) briefs Elsa Payumo 
on the Ciudad de Calamba project. 


regory, Marlene 


Lopez Jacinto and Edith Azurin 


“MY Fair Lady" cast members take their well-deserved bows. Ni 
Ongsiako, Reli German, Joey Sobrepena, Leo Martinez, Sol Tan 
Саше, Chinggoy Alonzo, Fanny Blanco and Malu Veloso 


MYRNA. 


fiower girl, with dancers Joey Sobrepena, 


Borromeo (sec 


X 


s 
ond from left) as Eliza Dolittle, the cockney 
ni Layug, Baby Antonio 


and Tereret Tambunting Liboro 


MYRNA Borromeo, 
now as Miss Dolittle, 
everyone's fairlady 

atthe ball 


‘THE POWER BUNCH. Cecile Limjoco, Alice 
Briones and Danny Dolor; (seated) Ofie 
Recto, Justa Tantoco and Jose Briones 


Silva, whose mother belonged toa tres promi- 
nent clan in Bifian, Laguna. 

Filinvest Land president Joseph Yap proudly 
unveiled Ciudad de Calamba, together with its 
first settlers—Teresita Solirio, Edita Ramos 
and Sonny Durea of 8M Plastics Technologies, 
which is atthe Filinvest Technological Park. 

‘Adding a hometown touch to the event was 
everyone's favorite sorbetero serving the popu- 
lar “diny ice cream" and the typical provincial 
vendors passing around “kakanin” for dessert. 

1 was reminded of another real-estate 
launching where this very married mega-real- 
tor was in a huddle with another gentleman, 
also quite a woman chaser, and moi. The real- 
tor said, "You must always remember this: 
There are two kinds of women. The kind we 
got married to and the other kind we never 
stop dreaming about.” 

Oh la! lal 

Call Ciudad de Calamba at 7221032 (for 
residential inquiries) and 8076729 local 212 
(for industrial and commercial inquiries). 


Catholic tea party 

The energetic women of the Catholic Wom- 
en's Club are always on the roll, organizing 
charity functions and events. In fact, they just 
hosted a nostalgic night of Broadway music to 
celebrate their 83rd annual tea party at the 
Polo Club. 

The show.was utterly delightful. It per- 
formed excerpts from “My Fair Lady” with 
Chinggoy Alonzo as Prof. Higgins, Reli Ger- 
man and Leo Martinez as Mr. Doolittle and 
Myrna Borromeo as Eliza Doolittle. The lat- 
ter surprised everyone with her super-profes- 
sional voice. 

After the applause died down, the brilliant 
choreographer Jeremy Vallejo came out and 
took his well-deserved bow, palanggas. 

As in most of CWC's affairs, we all stood up 
for the invocation by Msgr. Matt Garcia of 
Tayuman, Tondo. George Drydale played the 
trumpet during the prayer. 

The dynamic CWC president, Alice Briones, 
thanked and acknowledged the organizing 
committee chair Tessie Amparo, and the mem- 
bers—Celine Bautista, Fanny Blanco, Lita 
Gelano and Linda Villadelgado—‘for the most 
orderly and enjoyable tea party CWC ever had." 

‘Then came the induction of 10 new mem- 
bers by CWC special adviser, glamorous 
Meldy Cojuangco, followed by the awarding 
of certificates of merit to those who had 
served the club for the past 50 years by Ellen 
Binay, wife of Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay. 


MARILOU 
Alejandro, 
Susana 
Brook, 
Fortune 
Ledesma. 
and Pltang 
Tiongson 
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SHOPWISE launches the search for this year's 
“Familya Fashionista.” To join, make a purchase 
worth P500 of any men's, ladies’ or children’s 
fashion items in any Shopwise branch until Sept, 
18. Applications must include one 577" color full 
body shot, one 8"x10" color head shot, plus an 
‘essay on why the family considers itself the best 
candidate for "Familya Fashionista.” Essays may 
be written in either English or Tagalog. Deadline 
for entries is on Sept. 19. 


CANDY-MAKING COURSE. Businessmaker 
‘Academy will hold Celebration Candies and 
Goodies tomor- 
row. This course 
will show you the 
different ingredi- 
ents, tools and 
equipment needed for candy-making, as well as. 
recipes, techniques and practical tips to make 
‘candles for fun and for profit. 


“GOINGS ON 


‘THERAPY. Life Transformation Institute will hold 
the Touch Therapy for Emotional Wellness on 
Sept. 11, 18 and 25 at Life Counseling Center, 
Unit 304, 3/F 57 Examiner corner Times Streets, 
West Triangle, 00. Psychotherapist Randy Misael 
Dellosa can help you experience deeper physical 
relaxation and greater emotional health. Call 
4156529/ 4157964/ 0918-3862056. 


GRAND PRIX. RMSC Slalom grand prix will hold 
its 7th leg on Sept. 12 at SM City Fairview. The 
motoring event rules are now available. Call 
9286951/9206356. 


TRAINING. ProActive Center for Training will hold 
Basic Food Servers Training on Sept. 15-21, 1-5 
p.m., at Ipanema Bar and Restaurant, 2/L East- 
wood Citywalk, Libis, QC. Call 6871787. 


ARTS FEST. MCO Arts Festival 2004 Season I 
features "Tango!" a musical concert featuring the 
"works of Astor Piazolla. Performing artists are 
Della Besa and Anamaria de Guzman (duo pi- 
anists), Butch Roxas and Ruben Reyes (qui- 
tarists) and Gina Medina (violinist). The event will 
фе held on Sept. 18, 6 p.m., at Francisco Santiago 
Hall, mezzanine, Equitable-PCIBank, Tower 1, 
Makati Avenue comer HV dela Costa Street, 
Makati. Call 8784358 to 59. 


SEMINARS. ALP Business Training Center offers 
a seminar on Balloon Business, Native Kakanin 
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LIFESTYLE 
‘Familya Fashionista’ contest 


‘THE SO family won the grand prize with their resort attire at Shopwise s"Familya 


Fashionista" competition last year. 


and Gift Wrapping, Packaging and Ribbon-Mak- 
ing on Sept. 18. On Sept. 19, Basic Candle-Mak- 
ing, Laundry and Other Detergent Soap-Making 
and Basic Meat Processing will be offered. Call 
9007876. 


WORKSHOP. Ciairvision Philippines will hold 
“Awakening the Third Eye" workshop on Sept. 
18-19, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The techniques covered are 
method for developing the third eye, aura read- 
ing, meditation based on activating the body of 
energy, awareness and vision, how to quickly re- 
cover during the day and using nights for spiritu- 
al development. Call 4127629. 


SALE. Sta. Lucia East Department Store and 
Home Gallery holds its annual Home Fair until 
Sept. 30. Enjoy discounts on home furniture and 
kitchen appliances. Present your P500 single 
purchase receipt from the houseware section to 
geta raffle coupon. Drop your entries at designat- 
ed drop boxes to qualify for the draw. 


PHOTO COURSE. The Federation of Philippine 
Photographers Foundation will hold a photo 
course for beginners starting on Oct. 3. Call 
8435341/ 8137420. 


until Oct. 31. 


CONFERENCE. The Education Tech Conference, 
Trade and Exhibits will be held on Oct. 6-8 at the 
Philippine Trade Training Center. Call 6511749. 


HOMECOMING. The Магукпой College (now 
Miriam College) Class 1979 will be this year's sil- 
ver jubllarians. They will present dances and 
songs during the Silver Jubilee Homecoming to- 
‘morrow at the Marian Auditorium. Songs from 
"Paglipas ng Dilim," a grand zarzuela staged in 
the Little Theatre of the Cultural Center of the. 
Philippines in 1979, will be sung by batchmates 
Celia Llave, Carme Sanchez and Grace Villareal- 


Agor 


A dance evolution featuring Tahitian, the “ 
‘bump, Lambada and Macarena will be performed 


by some alumni 


A video documentary featuring alumni mem- 
bers of Class ‘79 is being produced by Mayee 
Tordesillas-Fabregas, Susan Perfecto-Canlas, 
Carme Sanchez and Grace Ancheta-Chua. Nomi- 
nees for Amazing Alumni Achiever's Award for 


this year from College batch '79 are Joy Ogan and 
Sister Consolata Manding. 
Batch members are requested to join the fun 


participating techno stores. 


and contact Deng Tengco. batch representative, 
217129570, 0917-8115846 or dengtengco@ya- 
hoo.com; Celia Llave at 9524224, 0918-2363870 
or cpliave@yahoo.com; or May Cabarles-Te at 
7434518. 


TRADE FAIR. Market! Market! by the (Sampaloc) 
Lake will be formally opened by Mayor Vicente 
Amante on Oct. 27 at Doña Leonila Park, San 
Pablo City. The agro-industrial fair will be held 


аты 


Lovemall! 


savournature 


a culinary celebration for the environment 


in cooperation with 


HSBC 4X» 


“04. 


September 2 to 30, 2004 - Greenbelt 2 & 3, Makati City 


For the whole month of September, Greenbelt 2 & 3's finest restau- 
rants and bars will showcase culinary masterpieces especially made 
to celebrate a vision for a living planet. Come sit down to this 
month-long feast and help WWF, the global conservation organiza- 
tion, find better ways for Filipinos to live in harmony with the environ- 
ment. 


Sz 


present 


Dig in to the dishes and delight your senses in this unique festival. 
Plus, get a chance to win exciting prizes іп a specialrafflel ` 


List of Participating Restaurants 


Greenbelt 2: Bizu Patisserie • Cena • Itafianni's • Kai  Masas + Pepato + 
Segalredo + Sugi + Temple Bar and Restaurant Una Mas * Uva 


Greenbelt 3: Absinth • Casa Armas « Chimara * Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf. 
+ Dome « DiMark's • Figaro Coffee Shop * Gaudi Bar Restaurante « Haagen 
Dazs Kitchen « Max Brenner + Merck's Entertainment and Bistro « MyLK + 
Red Box Karaoke • San Marzano • Seafood Club by Red Crab * Starbucks 
“Тһе Good Earth Tea Room • Tavern on the Square 


FOOD workingman ' PHILIPS 
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Visit THE TECHNO FAIR, 


from Sept. 1-14, 2004 `; 
at the 2nd level Carousel Court. 


Computer game trials by 
Asian Media Development Group ' 
PLUS! $’ 
Free play for X-Box and Playstation games 
brought to you by `- ẹ 
GamesMaster Publishing 


ES 
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t's easier for you to owna house! - 
N f y 


aed tor yea, forall ionn 


Our HomePlus comes 
іп attractive packages: 
Lowest interest rates 
Affordable monthly amortizations 
“Longer payment terms 

ата it's Jost and easy. 
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le shapes but sumptuous fabrics. They traditionally cover the body, yet the silhouettes are experimental. 


From page CI 


and women who recognize and appreciate 
enduring quality without being guided by 
slavish in-and-out lists. Wearing Dries Van 
Noten will more likely set you apart with fash- 
ionable distinction than mere label recogni- 
tion. 

The line was hi-low dressing before Lucky 
magazine and Hollywood discovered it. Every 
season is a marriage of opposites and this fall 
is no different: glass beads entwined in metal 
yarns, silk and satin under soft leather, stripes. 

blocked with florals. 

More contrasts are evident in shapes 
that are simple but with fabrics that are 
sumptuous. The clothes traditionally cov- 
er the body, yet the silhouettes are experi- 
mental, 


Limited Asian doors 

Dries Van Noten has an extensive re- 
tail distribution in over 400 doors 
around the world, yet outside of 
Japan in Asia, there are only two bou- 
tiques: one at Angel Mitsukoshi in 
Taipei and а newly expanded and 
renovated 3,000-sq-ft one at Land- 
mark in Hong Kong. 

So important is the Hong Kong 
market to Van Noten that he flew 
in to inaugurate the shop together. 
with Joyce Ma and her daughter 
Adrienne, and lan Hawskworth, 
executive director of Hong Kong 
land. The newly refurbished 
Dries Van Noten is part of an 
ongoing real estate facelift in 
Central which will include a 
new Mandarin Oriental 

larvey Nichols. 
Since the beginning, 
back in 1991, we have 
always shared a matu- 
ally appreciative rela- 
tionship with Dries 
and his team, both 
on a professional 
and personal lev- 
el says Adri- 
еппе Ма, man- 
aging direc- 
tor of Joyce 
Boutique. 
"We are 
most excited 
dbout the new 
boutique as it marks 
the achievement to a new 
height for the brands development in 
Hong Kong. It has been seven years since we 
opened the first Dries Van Noten boutique, 
and the successful collaboration has culmi- 
nated in a doubling of the shop space and the 
mew store is an expansion of the original 
premises." 

Like the Antwerp flagship, Hong Kong's 
new boutique not only carries men’s and 
women's collections, but the designers per- 
sonal selection of fashion accessories and toi- 
letries as well, such as the traditional Geo Е 
‘Trumper and Dr. Harris from London, cult fra- 
grance line Frederic Malle (known for its 
Muse Ravageur and citrus cologne and con- 
centrate Bigarade), hats by Rod Keenan of 
New York, men's jewelry from Murray Ward 
and Tobias Tailors of Savile Row, and eyewear 
from Persol and Frederick's Opti 


ANTWERP, Belgium-based 
Dries Van Noten has consistently 
epitomized the "jetsetting 


Email the author at kittygo_pdi@yahoo.com eae tok 
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Another way to personalize your look is 
with the use of various key chains and fobs, 
which you can hang on your bag straps. The 
more, the merrier. Go for different colors and 
designs and combine them all to create a 
funky look that shows your personality. IE you 
"want to keep things subtle but up to the 
minute, a chain or two should do the trick. 


Bejeweled shoes 

Fancy feet never looked so good so shod 
yourself in pretty, feminine, richly embel- 
lished footwear. Choose flirty sandals and 
shoes decorated with stones, feathers, chains, 
ribbons, flowers and the like. They re the per- 
fect accessories for a simple dress or suit. And 
you need not reserve twinkling toes for 
evening affairs. Go ahead and wear them dur- 
ing the day and whenever you want to look 
glam, 


ADD abit of charm to your ordinary totes by hanging a bunch of fun, 
funky chains reflecting your personal style. Aqua bag with chili 
pepper and acrylic-and-silver key chains from Marion Godart; 
Canvas-and-leather tote, shawl, and mother-of-pearl and silver fish 
key chains also from Marion Godart 


E: 


E-mail the author at apsadvice@hot- 
mail.com. 


THE METROBAN 
ART AND DESIGN 
ERCELLENG! 
PROMOTING FUPING 
ARTISTIC EXCELLENGE 


Since 1984, the Metrobank Foundation 
has helped nurture and nourish the 
country’s creative soul through the Young 
Painters’ Annual national painting 
competition that has launched the careers 
of some of the countrys notable visual 
artists. Through the nationwide competi- E 
| tion, outstanding painters were provided | 27,557: % 4 {че ЙМ, з 2») "Ide spaces 
with a venue to hone their craft and | 
establish a promising career as profess: | 
ional artists. 

Under the program, the Foundation also 
promotes the flourishing of arts through 
dynamic partnerships with arts institutions 
to provide skills training and enhance art 
education and appreciation among the 
general public. The YPA also provides its 
winners with financial assistance to mount 
their first solo exhibits, which give prom- 
{sing painters the much needed boost in 
their careers. Over the years, past winners 
i of ҰРА continues to make exemplary 
contributions to the countrys artistic 
=| legacy, thus, on its 25th anniversary, the Я á dj 
| Foundation honored ten of the more ji 2nd Кории 


e. dier 
established artists with the Award for 12 мдш: to Choose” UM i Нн i 
*| Continuing Excellence and Service or ACES. 22 i 91.А4ст x 106.68cm km NAM 2^Mechonlcal Dralned PUR ij 


After 20 fruitful years of recognizing young. |. ^ xi. 7 АМ SEU i ap enda TTA 60.96em 14.76. 
talented painters, the Foundation takes a D "n. 3 
giant leap into the promotion of artistic e 3 
| excellence among Filipino artists with the 
inception of the Metrobank Art and Design 
Excellence National Competition or MADE. In 
addition to painting, MADE expands the | 
Foundation’s involvement in the arts by 
honing the talent and creativity in the 
fields of sculpture, architecture and 
interior design. With few avenues for 
recognition of these art forms, the 
Foundation takes on the challenge of > 
paving the way for young and talented 3 E 1 ннен сее 
Filipino sculptors, architects and interior |. : pa ee iS em olent 
designers to be duly acknowledged. А ay $ 3 7 Я 
This year, eight outstanding artists i 2 “ҰР LE эйи p 
were chosen as the first winners of 
MADE including a special award for 
sculpture dubbed as the Metrobank 
Foundation Prize for Achievement in 
Sculpture for a young and talented 
sculptor who continues to make signi- 
ficant contributions to the develop- 
ment of Philippine Sculpture. 
The winners will receive a specially 
designed trophy crafted by former ҮРА 
winner Noell El Farol. Dubbed as "Mula," 


the trophy fs an embodiment of the Metrobank Foundation Prize ~The First 
Soles tee ar einem gum for Achievement in Sculpture METROBANK ART & DESIGN EXCELLENCE 


signifying the harvest of crops after x Tr ы 
National Competition Winners | 


toiling, resulting into а demonstrable and 

tangible result of efforts learned by an 

individual, thus, receiving a symbolic 

award earned as a result of his creation. Formerly known as the Young Painters Annual, which started in 

For the spocial award in sculpture, the 1984 and ran for twenty years, the competition has taken a 

winner will receive а medallion designed big leap to open new avenues of expression. Now known as the 

by former YPA winner Roberto Feleo that METROBANK ART & DESIGN EXCELLENCE or MADE, the 
competition has opened its doors to Sculpture, Architecture 
and Interior Design. This year, as we mount the 21st annual 
awarding ceremony and exhibit opening, we are pleased to 


exemplifies the character of spiral and 
light incorporating the sums movement 
where light emanates and light symbol- 


izing truth and wisdom. present to the public this year's finest crop of young painters 

New partnerships were also established and sculptors who emerged winners in the MADE National 
from the birth of this new program. For Dan Raralio Competition. As we salute each of our winners, we pay tribute 
the architecture and interior design {еилер deta 


Product Designer to their talent and bid them well on their journey towards 


competitions, which will start in 2005, the greater artistic excellence 


Foundation partnered with the United 
Architects of the Philippines and the 
Philippine Institute of Interior Designers to 
lend technical expertise in these fields. 
Early this year, Noell El Farol conducted 
a series of lectures and workshops on art 
documentation for young artists to 
promote the new program. Past winners 
‚| were also invited by the Austrian Embassy 
“| for ап exhibit of their recent works for 


Exhibit will run from September 13 to 24, Monday to Friday, 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Bank Lobby of Metrobank Plaza, 
Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City. 


charity purposes. The Foundation likewise «№, You're in good hands with “2м агат made to excel? 
participated in other art-retated activities ЕЙМетповамк КӨ METROBANK FOUNDATION, INC. 
о! various organizations during the year. Member: League of Corporate Foundations, Inc 
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BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN 


маьа 


Which is larger? А liter of 
тері er a quart of Pepsi? 


“carbonization” refers to the 
process by which what is 
Added to a soda? 


a, Carbon monoxide, b, Carbon 


‘emal feedback at arts@inquirercom.ph 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


QUESTION SEVEN HAS HINDI CANG 


Эй, ABOUT А TYPO, PEOPLE. IT 


THIS POP 


TA. 


ANG MGA DUMATING, 
WA DONATIONS P 


CASH 


BABY BLUES 


HEY HAMMIE! 


TUATS OAD wen 
HE WBS A SENIOR! 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


PAGSABIHAN 
NOR NUR ANO. 


NAGPALUSOT NA 
МАМАМ CA SCHOOL 
PARA MÀ- EXEMPT 


E KUNG LUMAKI 
SVAT MAGING 
ДОО» 


кі МУАМ Е 
Са КЕЛЕ ре 
ABUGADO РА ©" 
кїл. 


MAY MEA 
CELLPHONES DIN, 


GALING YAN 


N 
/ | SA MGA SWATCHES: 


DI BA SILA MADAM 

AURING AT JOJO 
ACUIN E MAGALING 
MAGPALUSOT PAG DI 
NAGKATOTOO "YUNG: 
SNA HULA NILA? 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


SENIORI NOT 
Senior 
CITIZEN 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


BeiNG A PLUS -PLus-Size. 


MAINTAINING A FLABBM 


Y 


245 Not eNoUGH to JUST 


Figure iS AN AR+. IT TAKES 


Beauty Queen Must ве 


HARD, HUH? Lots OF SKILL AND HARD 


Sit, &At AND De NotHiNG. 
т HAVE. {о Do ALL tHis AS 


WORK. 


+Нообн I’M ENJOUING it. 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
YOU BORN TODAY: You're reliable, conscientious and extremely capable. You value tradition, justice and loyal- 


„ом THY 
тие, 

gu. баё 
LORD... 


= 
ғ 


Т HAVE 
| MY FIREFLY! 


ty. You have a conservative exterior and a passionate, secret inner ile. You exude confidence and sanity no mat- 
ter how you feel personally. (You have a great cover!) In the year ahead, expect increased solitude so that you 
will earn something important 
Birthdate of: Colin Fi 
е ARIES (March 2110 
April 19): Two concerns 
will occupy your mind: 
health and work. You 
want to improve your health a; and 
you want to find the best tech- 
niques available for your job. 
TAURUS (Aprii 2010 
May 20): Ìn the month 
ahead, you'll use your 
mind for playful activi- 
ties like games, puz- 
Жез, crosswords, trivia, Jeopardy! 
and the like. You'll also enjoy read- 
ing for pleasure. 


гіп, actor; Arnold Palmer. aolfer; Jennifer Tilly, actress, 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You have an 
‘opportunity to find out 


more about your past 


or your childhood. Even casual 


contemplation will cause you to 
drift back to what has gone before. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): The tempo of 
vents in your ife is 
Suddenly accelerating! 
That means this is defi- 
nitely not the time to stay at home. 
The month ahead will be active, dy- 
namic, interesting and stimulating. 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS. 
1 "Bonanza" 


brother 
5 May or Ann 


9 Fabie's lesson 
14 Portend 


15 Warning sign 


16 Lyric poem. 
17 On and off 

20 Relused 

21 Ancient portico 


22 NY clock 


seting 
23 Deuces 


25 Snigglers 
pursuit 


27 _ бте! 
30 бїр 


32 Drop garbage 
56 Thelonious 


Sphere _ 


38 Wrier Wasal 
20 Roveris nver 


41 On and off 
44 Best of the best 


45 Dreamcast 
maker 


46 Mother of 
France 

47 Pine tar 
derivatwe 

49 Caste 
material? 

51 Соогат 

52 Laurel or 
Musial, 

54 Some TVs 


Portland, OR 


в Related on 
mothers side 

9 Olympie sar 

10 Choose о) 

11 Ауа Мез 
vender 

32 Frot бий 

13 Time of lasing 

18 Poisonous 
evergreens 

19 Coward ol 
theater 

24 Mamer 

26 Water vapor 

27 Waves of gan 
coor 

28 Founder of 
modem 
cnemsty 

29 inappropriate 

51 Conders 

23 Pooped 

34 Way n 

35 View ngain 

37 Window toys 

304. Hoover 

42 Fiabe oder 

13 Aumortaive 
Dormsson 

ав То "ив от 


59 Sut toppers 

61 Piod 

65 On and off 

68 Permnited by 
law 

69 Singing voice. 

70 Red Sox or 
Whe Sox 

71 Siouan tibe 

72 Bank оешу 

73 Fist famiy of 
Ferrara 


DOWN 
1 Not up yet 

2 Peace symbol 
3 Araban gull 
4 Be worthy of 
5 Ovetioots 

6 ove: Lat 

7 Sunday seats 


By Philip. Anderson 


БІСТІ 


Thursdays Punto Solved 
pong pn 


1 
D 


50 Small arrow 
52 Himalayan 
county 
55 Connecting 
отв 
56 Chnstania, 


58 Captal ol. 
іама 

бо Go t alone 

62 Bunny 
mommos. 

63 Insect pest 

64 Saingor lass 

68 Chasing game 

67 RR slop 


51 Fils ith 
wonder 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You're full of mon- 
eymaking ideas, You 


need to follow through 


on these, because you're spending 
ita fast as youre earning it (Its 


just one of those things.) 
6 the Sun, Mercury, Mars 
and Jupiter. This is not 


a common event. You are empow- 
ered and blessed right now. Use 
this to your advantage! 

Even if you keep work- 


ing, work behind the 


Scenes as much as possible. Cut 

down on your social activities. 
е siastic right now. You 
enjoy the company of 


others. Be patient with one person 
who seems to tick you off 


MIKROKOSMOS 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Four planets 
are in your sign now: 


каткат, PAANO MO 
ILALARAWAN ANG 
KUYA Mo? 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You detinitely need 
rest, peace and quiet. 


KIKO MACHINE 


SCORPIO (Oct. 2310 
Nov. 21); Group ac 
ties are fun and enthu- 


AMBIGAT! тк. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): This isa 
good time to discuss 
plans about your pro- 
fessional life. Think 

about whether things are working 


NAKAKA- INSPIRE WALANG 
BisYo, MASIPAG ALAGAAN 
ANG KALIKASAN AT MAG- 


елмоом 


hmm, Тыс! BAT кой 
`O NA TALAGA “Ко NITO 
PINANSIN? PROBLEMA 
NITOT HRG! Ajoko SUG 
GAN'TONG FEELING B. 


BY JoMIKE TEJIDO 
HINDI: 
KABALIKTARAN 
Nun! 


TALAGA ANG 
TINGIN Mo 
SA KUYA MOY 


j^: thems ао. та 
“рі NAMAMANSIK DYAN, KENTING 
KONSIDERASYON NAMAN. PEDE 
аташ PRG- USAPAN KUNG 


ANUMANG, DAPAT PNG-USAPAN, 


out or not the way you want them 
to. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

М, 10 Jan. 19): In the, 

‘month ahead, you'll 

love any kind of study 
‘or advanced education 
or training. Four planets are urging 
you to expand your world in some 
мау (travel or reading). 

thinking, You're reflect- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You're ready 
to delve into very deep 


an 


A 


ing on life and wonder- 


ing how your values compare with 
the values of others. You want to 


TULDOK 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


CULE, 


know what really matters. 
PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): This isa 
good time to discuss 
ditficutties in partner- 
ships. In the next tew 
weeks, you'll have opportunities to 
present your case and settle argu- 
ments. 


ON y 


| 
-5 
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Value-added shopping card 


IN the spirit of fun and adventure, Maldita and San Fernando; Robinsons Galleria, Ermi- 
presents the Maldita Club Card. Cardholders ta; Glorietta I, Festival Mall, Outlet Yard Que- 
will be entitled to a 10-percent discount on zon Avenue and Pasig; and soon at Market! 
cash purchases and S-percent discount on Market! at the Global City, Fort Bonifacio, and 
credit card charges each time they shop at any жал collecting your Maldita receipts. 
ofthe 16 Maldita branches. 

Joining is easy. Simply submit your previ- 
ous purchase receipts (single or cumulative) 
amounting to P3,000, fill out an applicati 
form, and you will receive your Maldita Club 
Card within minutes. 

Excite yourself and make shopping fun. It 
you have yet to enjoy the advantages of being 
a Maldita Club Cardholder, apply now and get 
more value for your money. 

1 Visit any of the 16 Maldita Branches at SM 
ч North Edsa, Megamall, Manila, Sucat, 
каккы! ofiers discountson Fairview, Las Piñas, Dasmariñas, Cebu City 


THOMAS Heatherwick with his design for Longchamp, the 
Thomas Heatherwick expandable zip bag 


Zipped-up perfection ortigastowncenter : 


RUSTAN'S Department Store in- much more colorful bag, reveal- 


troduces “The Thomas Heather- ing contrasting colors crafted Миа әр BAZAARS startin SEPT 10,2p m to 10pm «JOB 
Wick Zip Bag,"thenew handbag from а waterproof eosed ту, | | . HUNT BLISS -e WEEKEND STREETPARTY with ive DJ music, 
luxury ln Thesamecoatednylonlines | | - "food and drinks by Pier One Bar & Grill. » HOURLY RAFFLE 
leather goods company the bag, while a leather base re- y Pier One Bar & Gril 
Longchamp and acclaimed Eu-  inforces and stabilizes its shape. BAZAAR PRODUCT LINES: Hasso waro, етише, asia, s boga, books, ums ; 
тореап multi-disciplinary artist The bags are available in amics, ыб лак, mers. women's. 
Toe denen swo variations: "The Shopping PEUT Uy d eL eeepc Ee А 
"The Thomas Heatherwick Bag” and “Тһе Drawstring ‘pastries, beverages, services, and so much More... v. xm 
Zip Bag Collection" Bag,” both in black leather. The * CREDIT CARD FACILITIES AVAILABLE | à 
Longchamp, which expands to “Shopping Bag" reveals a white 
double its size, derives its fui nylon expanding into a con- 
tional innovation from the trasting black and white 
per mechanism. Designer striped bag. Designed with two 
Heatherwick, also a topflight large inside pockets to hold es- 
sculptor and architect, is sentials, its magnetized flap se- 
known for his eclectic style of cures the bag. 
finding ways to use materials. _ Cylindrical in shape, "The 
Here, he creatively stretches Drawstring Bag” reveals a vi- 
the use ofthe zipper by integrat- brant fuschia nylon when ex- 
ing the mechanism into the panded. Its chic modernist de- 
over-all design of an ordinary- sign contrasts with an old-fash- 
looking leather bag. The Zip іопей button enclosure. 
Bag, cut from the finest leather, “The Thomas Heatherwick 
has one long zipper winding its Zip Bag Collection” by 
way from top to bottom. From Longchamp is exclusively 
its original unzipped form, it available at the Ladies Floor of 
transforms into a larger and Rustan's Makati. 


Let her eyes twinkle tenfold, 


P E 


чон sUpsppet — VICINITY MAP 


desirable 


Doing things a Ийе differently from 
everyone else is what makes us unique. 
At Panasonic, we create technology that 
reflects the individual in you. So whether 
you're being chased by screaming giris 
or not, the X400 is a phone you'll love to 
get your hands on. 

айе full of cichés, you'll fnd that the 
X400 gives you the communications’ 
power with a sim desirable clam shell 
design to set you apart from the crowd, 
making you uniquely mobile. 


* VGA Camera. 
* One push auto open 
* 65,536-color TFT LCD Screen 
* 16 polyphonic ring tones 
* MMS and SMS 
1 * WAP, GPRS 
+ JAVA downloadable ad 


PANASONIC BOX y 


ager aca cing gama MS quero 
prd 


‘Panasonic 


mobile phones 
uniquely mobile 
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RICH skins and animal prints are the season's hot ok, Gow by 
donning animal-print coatdresses, caftans or accessories. Leopard-print 
caftan from Culte Femme; and animal-print shoes from Anne Klein, 
Mango and Tint 
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BEJEWELED footwear is all you need to 
accessorize simple ensembles. Assorted 
embellished stilettos to order from 
scout, Soleaat the Power Plant Mall; 
^ Pretty, feminine sill and 
A leather shoes from the 
Paul Smith Blue 
He Collection 
Aa 


Spotted, striped, bejeweled and charmed 


BPI Credit Cards 


Бы : gl 
uc charge 
pos 


your" 


p 


‚ Glorietta Activity Center е September © 9- 26, 2004 


192 Credit Cards has assembled the country's TOP dealers i in appliances gadgets & 


à j'me 
250% finance сие 


@ Villian BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


A Tradition of Leadership 


lenem Shines тиме” | For inquiries, call 89-100 or log оп to wie bpiexpressonline.con 


eee 


your fashion look for the months 

ahead? Here are a few more sugges- 
tions on how you can use accessories to add 
some oomph to an otherwise basic and some- 
times boring wardrobe. 


S TILL can't figure out how to update 


Go wild 

The fall fashion runways abroad were 
chock-full of animal prints, from leopard 
spots to zebra stripes, to name a few. They 
were all over every 
imaginable article of 


clothing such as APPLES’ 


trench coats, suits, 

tops and the like, PICKINGS 
What's more, some of 

the hottest and most 

interesting handbags 

and footwear were al- 

so made of mixed tex- 

tures of rich skins and 

‘animal prints. 

You, too, can go / 
wild by investing in Apples Aberin- 
one or two animal Sadhwani 
print accessories this ——————————— 
season. Get shod in zebra-striped ballerina 
flats or leopard-print heels. Or tote an exotic 

rint bag that will surely liven up any 
getup. 

If you are daring enough, forego the acces- 
sories and go for an attention-getter coatdress 
or caftan in an exotic leopard print, for exam- 
ple. Don't be afraid to experiment and try new 
things. But, as always, opt for whatever you 
are most comfortable and confident with. 


Metallic bags 

Another great way to update your look is 
through the use of metallic handbags. Go for 
gold or silver totes that you can wear with 
most anything in your wardrobe. Or if you are 
more adventurous, try colorful metallic bags. 
The brighter the better so choose vivid hues 
such as purple or fuchsia. 


Charmed and chained 
Remember those charm bracelets that you 
used to pile on in the 808? It's time to make 
use of them once again but not as bracelets, 
mind you. This time around, use them as 
kitschy little accessories that you can sew on 
to your jeans (in the front pocket, to be ex- 
act). 1% a sure fire way to add style and 
panache to your staples. 
seorrepycs 


METALLIC bags can brighten up any outfit. 
Gold sequined bag and purple metallic bag 
from Marion Godart at the Power Plant. 
Mall 
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The fashionista, 
the fashion victim 
and the style icon 


talk/argument/homily between me and 

my fashion designer friend. ГІ drop a 

i^ young woman's name and say she's stylish, 

and hell say: “А joke." Then 1 give another 
name, and he says, "Fashion victim." 

This goes on and 
on—this either-joke- 

fashion-vietim tag 
—until finally, frus- 
trated at never hit- 
ting the mark, ГЇ 
ask, so whos the 
style icon really, orat. 
least a woman with 
style? 

Then the homily 
starts: "No one be- 
low 40. No one so 
young, because it 
takes a measure of 
independence and 
all of life (for one to 
be a style icon). First, you must know your- 
self, what you want and you don't want. You 
must have tried out things and brands, trav- 
eled, be exposed to all sorts of people to be 
able to discern, then choose. Style is self-con- 
fidence—to be sure of yourself." 

He fires away: "They (the girls I happen to 
mention that night) are just trendy, too trendy 
to have their own style. Young girls don't have 
yet that confidence, that subtlety.” 

Short of the above prerequisites, my friend 
believes, a woman is just a fashionista, but 
not—not yet at least—a woman of style, 
much less a style icon. If 1 haven't been hear- 
ing my friend saying this in the past two 
decades or so, Га say he's just biased against 
today's fashionistas, some of whom he doesn't 
know. 

But his style perspective hasn't changed 
through time, and the more I read up about 
design and stylish women of the past century, 
the more 1 look around, and, okay, the older 1 
get, the less I disagree with him on this. 


Is almost a standard after-dinner 


LIFE- 
STYLED 


Thelma Sioson 
San Juan 


Styleis discernment 

While my standards are not as stringent as 
my friend's, I agree that style, ike taste, is dis- 
cernment, and with discernment comes a 
choice, A choice can arise only from an array 
of choices. And with choices comes editing. It 
is in the editing of choices that, shall we say, 
the women are set apart from the girls. 

Why bother to define style—which, to a 
certain extent, is indefinable, to begin with? 
Because style is a multibillion-dollar world in- 
dustry, because a certain degree of contempo- 
rary media—from glossies to this page—re- 
volves around it, because it partly shapes cul- 
ture. 

Because men and women, willfully or not, 
want it, even obsess about it, or have been 
conditioned to want it. And—because many 
men and women don’t have it. 

Now that's the interesting part. agree with 
ту friend: To be trendy is not necessarily to 
be stylish. The types haven't changed through 
the years. 


Here’s how to tell one 


from the other 


* There are the walking "glossies" page 
20 of Vogue for the top, page 50 of Bazaar for 
the skirt and page 100 of In Style for the 
shoes, and for the ears, neck and wrists, 
Lucky. These ladies know trends but not nec- 
essarily themselves. They're a sum of trends, 
withouta solid sense of identity. 

© More-is-better type. They're everywhere 
everyday. They're the picture of visual traf- 
fic—ruffles on the bodice, fringe on the hem, 
faux fur in between, and all the bangles and 


‘THE FASHIONISTA/D3 


SHANGRI-LA PLAZA MALL. GLORIETTA 4, AYALA CENTER. RUSTAN'S MAKATI. SM MEGAMALL B. ALABANG TOWN 
CENTER. ROBINSONS PLACE, MANILA. FESTIVAL SUPERMALL. POWER PLANT MALL, ROCKWELL CENTER. 


D. 


Fortoodback,e-mallusatlfestyle@Inquirencom.ph 


Textus your feedback: inquirer Не namelcity/message 
102207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


‘With a David's Saton Foot Spa, 
you've one step closer to great-looking feet.” 


Your feet are as unique as you. That's why we've created four different 
Foot Sparomatheraphy treatments to meet your Individual pampering needs. 
Choose from our: - i 
* Cleansing Green Tea Therapy - promotes health апа well-being while 
giving your feet a fresh, young look 
* Relaxing Lavender Therapy - relaxes you and your feet, offering sensual 
tranquility 
4 Soothing Peppermint Therapy - fresh and minty, rejuvenating tired feet 
with a feeling of wholesome freshness 
+ Deodorizing Lemongrass Therapy - perfect after a long day on your feet, 
this citrus-scented lemongrass treatment will refresh and help eliminate 
odors 


So come on over and let a David's Salon Foot Spa session work wonders оп 
your feet. You'll step out feeling refreshed and naturally rejuvenated. 


Foot Spa 


BEAUTY AT EVERY STEP. With just one treatment, dry and tired 
feet will look and feel softer, smoother, and younger. , 


Also available with a Mineral-rich Dead Sea Foot Masque 
a ог Skin-firming Seaweed Marine Masque 


NC е DAVID'S SALON 
саноат] 


AVAILABLE АТ THE FOLLOWING DAVID'S SALONS & RED SALONS 


David's Salona - Metro Mla АП SM Brancies, ABC бекіре, Acropolis, Alabang Town Сема, Binondo, Congressional, Don Anon 
‘Commonwealth Faves, Fort Bonifacio, Galli Suites А Pak Ave, Greenhils Аллоо, Ouadalupe, 1P. Rizal, Kamias, La Нога, Lagro, MC 


+ Marikina. Concepcion Marikina, Marketplace, Меге, Metropolis, Bagbag Novaliches, Mart Novaliches, Ongat Би. Paco, Pamplona, Pasig Cental, Pasong Тато 
Podam. Rocerrk Shaw Карада, Балы, Surat BF, Timog Pisza. Timog, Viera Valley Pil Provincal Apolo, Dolore, Imus Меен, Lipa, Lucena, 
Robinson's Imes & Pampusqa. ЗМ branches in Bacoor, Daun, Locea, Marilao, end Pampanga Red Salona - Salcedo Vil. SM Bicwan, Tomat Мото. 
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DODGIE Batu 


Dodgie Batu 
andthe 
brothers 
Barba signal 
the fashion 
frontier—and 
market—that 
is Mindanao 


By Alex Y. Vergara. 


ETRO Manila-based fash- 
crowding out one another 
inan increasingly tight market, but 
their colleagues in Davao City and 
the rest of Mindanao have the re- 


gional market all to themselves. 
‘Aware of this fact, designers Dodgie Batu 
and brothers Popoy and Aztec Barba are stay- 
ing put in Mindanao—for now. As owners and 
in-house designers of Patahian, they have 
their hands full attending not only to Davao- 


Ss 274 


POPOY Barba shows structured, late 1960s-inspired pieces. 


IT'Sawrap! 
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DODGIE Batu 


Davao 
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design threesome 


based fashionistas, but also to clients in Gen- 
eral Santos City. 

“Aztec and I started the venture eight years 
ago, says Batu. “Popoy was about to quit 
fashion design in favor of interior design, un- 
til he decided to join us soon after.” 

Batu is in charge of finances, Popoy attends 
to production and Aztec takes саге of market- 
ing. 

The trio, together with Margie Moran- 
Floirendo and Baby Montemayor of Tribes of 
the East (see related story below), recently 
staged an afternoon fashion show at the lobby 
of the Marco Polo. 

It marked the second time that Davao's pre- 
mier hotel sponsored such an event. As part of 
its commitment to promote fashion, it plans 
to stage a wedding fair next year. 

As each designer presented clothes that 
looked totally different from one another, it 
was quite hard to imagine how three creative 
people could run and provide a consistent di- 
rection to two shops at the same time. 

If they do have creative differences, it 
seems the trio is very good at ironing them 
out before attending to client. 

“I give way" says Aztec, the younger of the 
two brothers and current president of the 
Fashion Designers Guild of Davao, “or if 1 
don't, someone else will.” 

“For the show, we came up with what we 
really like,” he adds. “When it comes to run- 
ning our two shops, however, we agree [on] 
and work around a certain direction every 
season.” 

While Batu showed soft, fluid and romantic 
silk chiffon dresses and separates with consid- 
erable draping, layering and ruching (certain 
pieces were embellished with twisted tassels 


ORMER Miss Universe Margie Moran- 
Floirendo is again promoting her fa- 
vorite cause. This time, she has teamed 


and frayed details), Popoy went for a “sculp- 
tured,” late 1960s-inspired collection of 
duchess satin midriff, skirts and dresses with 
uneven hemlines, exaggerated collars and 
curvilinear patterns. 

If not for the strips upon strips of satin 
tapes that added to their visual appeal, 
Aztecs silk gazar pieces, some of which 
harked back to the 1950s, were composed of 
basic corsets, halters, pants and skirts aimed 
foryoung women. 

Such details, he says, made his clothes 
‘more complicated and time-consuming to do. 


Wearable 

But despite such obvious differences, the 
designers agreed among themselves to make 
their clothes as wearable as possible. They 
likewise stuck to neutral shades such as 
white, black, beige and brown. 

Since they began working on their respec- 
tive pieces separately and in different loca- 
tions, they had no idea what each of them 
would be presenting until a few days before. 
the show. The same autonomy is evident in re- 
al life. 

"It doesn't matter who the designer at the. 
shop is during a particular time," says Popoy. 
"Customers, whether in Davao or in Gen. бап, 
are assured that they will be attended to and 
given the same importance." 

They invariably gained wider exposure 
since they started joining shows in Manila 
two years ago. 

While people up north had generally been 
receptive to the trio's national debut, fellow 
Davaoefios were said to have been "shocked" 
after learning of their breakthrough. 

“We'd like to believe that we're more com- 
petitive now chat we have linkages to Mani- 
la," says Batu. “Members of FDCP (Fashion 
Design Council of the Philippines) invite us 
whenever they have shows, and we hope to 
gain more from these exposures." 

They count Frederick Peralta, who took the. 
time off to watch their show, as one of their 
Manila-based friends and mentors. Peralta, 
whom the three affectionately call “А 
was also responsible for inviting journalists 
from Manila to cover the event. 

Of course, they ve had their share of offers 
from well-meaning financiers for them to 
open a shop in Manila. But that would mean 


up with Baby Montemayor, another adopted 
+ daughter of the South, to market traditional 
woven materials and other home and fashion 
accessories produced by women of Min- 
danao. 

Shawls, bags, table runners and throw pil- 
lows labeled “Tribes of the East” are now sold 
in upscale department stores both here—Rus- 
tan's, Power Plant Mall's Anna Pashmina and 
Shangri-La Malls East Style carry the 
items—and abroad. To create awareness for 
the island and its people, every item is proud- 
ly “Made in Mindanao.” 

A number of shawls and scarves made of 
viscose rayon and silk and which can double 
as sashes, are embellished with beaded tas- 
sels consisting of crystals and pearls and come 
іп colors and patterns that are anything but 
traditional. Embellishing is done in Davao, 
under the pair's supervision. 

"Almost every item is dictated by demands 
from the West—from the patterns to the col- 
ors,” says Moran-Floirendo, "so weavers from 
such places as Cotabato, Cagayan de Oro and 
Davao have had to relearn and adjust to new 
ways of creating things.” 

“They had to introduce such changes gradu- 
ally so as not to offend the women's sensibili- 
ties. After all, weaving remains a traditional 
but dying art form in Mindanao. The older 
weavers were particularly quite resistant. 

‘The traditional malong, for instance, is not- 
ed for its vibrant colors. But foreigners, say, in 
New York, wanted cooler shades for summer. 


MARGIE Moran-Floirendo and Baby 
Montemayor with Art Boncato Jr., 
Marco Polo Hotel's director for sales 
and marketing 


Some of the weavers understandably didn't 
want to veer from tradition. 

"We had to explain to them that the mar- 
ket, not us, dictated such trends,” adds 
Moran-Floirendo. “Many of them gradually 
learned to adapt to current demands. We've 
also been able to train younger women 
through donations.’ 

Aside from providing these women with a 
steady source of income, their training en- 
sures the art form's survival. The New 
Zealand government has given them a grant 
for the preservation of the weaving tradition. 

Moran-Floirendo and Montemayor hit up- 
оп the idea during the height of the tourism 
slump in Mindanao almost three years ago. As 
the Abu Sayyaf's criminal activities hogged 
the headlines, tourists avoided the island like. 
the plague. 

people refused 10 come to Min- 

ays Montemayor, "Margie and 1 d 

cided to bring the island's products to them. 
Alex ¥. Vergara 


SCARF spices up little black 
dress. 


POPOYBarba ". 


E d 


running three shops at the same time, or a ra- 
tio of one designer per shop. 

“Аз of now, we have more than enough 
work as we attend to two shops," says Batu. 
"But we're not closing our doors to such a pos- 
sibility” 

If and when that happens, the three will 
continue to maintain their presence in Min- 
danao as they branch out to other areas of the 
country. It seems the growing “family busi- 
ness” has nowhere to go but national. 


E-mail the author at avergaraQinquir- 
er.com.ph 


SHAWL to keep you warm 


REFRESHINGLY' 
assured Lulu 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


a LIFESTYLE 2... 
The fashionista, the fashion victim. . . 


From page DI 


trinkets loud enough to make Coco 
Chanel regret the day she discovered 
everyday pearls. 

A style icon of the century, Elsie de 
Wolfe, put it so well as she stressed 
the simplicity of dress: "I always take 
опе thing off before leaving the 
house." In contrast, many of us can't 
seem to step out of the house without 
putting another thing on. 

Diana Vreeland said it like no other 
could: “Elegance is refusal." 

In truth, style evolves and one 
works at it. It is when this evolution 
doesn’t show that one can truly say 
that ones style works. The effort 
must not be palpable—not “trying 
hard,” in short. 

Nonchalance's the word. 


Elegance in simplicity 
However, I don't agree with my 


friend that one must be nearing 
middle age to have the power of 
style. 

Certainly mature women have an 
edge; former Citem head Eli Pinto al- 
ways tops my list. Not only does she 
dress exceptionally well, on whatever 
occasion, but she also knows design, 
local and global, being a Parsons 
graduate herself. 

Elegance in simplicity—that's her 
style whether she's in a black evening 
dress with just an indigenous tribal 
neckpiece as accent, or in a linen day 
dress. 

Lulu Tan Gan steps into a resto on 
a stormy night, in her knit top—and 
citrus-colored micromini—and such 
self-confidence instantly brings 
warmth into the room. 

There are many young ladies on 
my list. Leica Carpo has this distinc- 
tive ability to use accessories that can 


PR: 


add whimsy to a classic look. Celine 
Lopez has such a sense of fashion ad- 
venture that she makes dressing up or 
down seem not only classy but also. 
simply fun. Romina Urra is sheer 
nonchalance when she dresses, yet 
uniquely chic. 

What do these women have in 
common? Young as they are, they 
know what they want and what they 
don't want. 

‘Tessa Prieto Valdes, on the other 
hand, is ina league all her own. While 
others use style to achieve character, 
Tessa uses character to define— 
sometimes tempt—style. 

On another note, have you seen the 
September Vogue? Its two-inch thick 
and 836 pages. But more on that next 
week. 


Email the author at tsanjuan@ 
skyinet.net 
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oe eStandard cellphone Insurance 


Flirty, 


frolic 


some 


skirts 


SKIRTS are abloom at 
SM. Full, flirty and femi- 
nine, they are bursting 
with dainty wallpaper 
prints, bold and beautiful 
bouquets and pretty 
petals. Others play with 
geometrics: abstract flo- 


T 


ral prints, swirls and 
stripes and classic checks. 

Accented by organza, satin and 
braided bow belts, these gar- 
ments achieve a fresh new look 
worn with basic tee tops. The col- 
lection is available at the Bou- 
tique Square Department of all 
SM stores. 
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€) Before going to the bank, write on a piece of 
paper the premium, reference number and IMEI 
indicated in the sticker at the back of the 
cellphone. 


Gin the bank, fill- in the eStandard Cellphone 
Insurance payment slip and present the 
cellphone unit to the teller for validation. 


€ Your validated payment slip will serve as your 
е Certificate of Insurance valid for one year. 


i HOTLINE:(02) 845-1111 


Claims are processed in Stondord Insurance's full service 
branches nationwide ч 
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pastel colors peepee 


give this A- 
line skirt with 
braided string 
belta 
feminine 
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TXTZPROTECT cellphone insurance is provided by eStondord Insurance Corporotion, a wholly owned subsidiory of Stondord Insurance Co. Inc. 
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ACTRESS Catherine Zeta-Jones endorses 


For feedback e mid а at estyle@inquirercomph 


‘Perfumed’ divas 


STILL can’t get over sultry Salma 
Jes endorsement of Avon's To- 
day fragrance. It seems singing and 
acting divas are bumping off fashion/su- 
permodels and taking over the fragrance 
field. It has been going on for quite some 
time now, but people only stood up and 
took notice when Jennifer Lopez came 
out with Glow by J.Lo, and the latest, 
Still. The latter did not take off like the 
first, probably because soon after its 
launch, Bennifer (the much publicized 
romance between Ben Affleck and Lopez, 
which inspired the faux engagement ring 
оп Still's bottle) ceased to exist. 
The scents, of course, come with a 
whole range of body care products for 


i MAKEOVER _ 
911 i 


Kinny Salas " 1 
layering purposes. 

‘Curvaceous Catherine Zeta-Jones was 
very much involved in the creation of the 
scent Provocative Woman for Elizabeth 
Arden, (30 ml, P2,050; 50 ml, P2,750; 
and 100 ml, P3,450). Its main objective: 
make men putty in your hands. 

The bottles shape was inspired by а 


Wedding/Debut Packagefor aslowas P 22,000... 
i Packages Р 17,000... 
(W/inclusions) 


For reservationen: 899-0344 
iid Makati Palace Hotel 


5011 P. Burgos St., corner Caceres Sts. Makati City 


Website wwmalatipahorhotseomph Emaladd: mpalehotl@pndicnetph 


Provocative Woman by Elizabeth Arden. PERFUMED/EZ 


LOBSTER 
(lanaganj 
'er the gourmet's top favorite. 
Fresh lobsters fram the seawaters 
of Surigao, Panay and Palawan 
rank among the finest 
2. ond besttastingin the world, 


KING or QUEEN CRAB 


immense size 
(йе rich, bright” 

ich is not fat but the 

ovaries of a sexually mature female), this, 
а crustaceans from 7 


(Prawns) 7” 


prawn farms, come 


the Taal Lake, the 
only habitat where. 


; LECHON DE LECHE . 


Unparalleled $-star succulenc. 


native variety, х 
tender, cra 
aud amazingly lean and ju. 
апу of J-suuce choices: sweet, spicy 
and sour. a 
aiutato 


With rejuvenated mas 
With rekindled pri 
With renewed enthus 
Only the best at the ALL-NEW KAMAYAN PASAY ROAD. The first. The original. The best Filipino Restaurant. 


shall serve you all the freshest and choicest ingredients. 
аЙ showcase the тоз! acclaimed creations of our culinary heritage. 
т, we shall lavish you with the famed warmth of Filipino hospitality. 


Kasina Filipiniana | 
|. 


THE FIRST. THE ORIGINAL. 
THE BEST 


ed 


fey 
al 


47 Pasay Road, Makati City 
T 815. 604 
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EGG-CEPTIONAL. For the "perfect" oval face, SMOOTH THE EDGES. A square-shaped face with SLIM SHADE-Y. A slimmer round-shaped face is 
LOreal suggests tecni.art Digit Gloss for a this hairstyle requires tecni.art Liss Control (о ате narrow face, and is achieved with the tecni.art achieved with the aid of tecni.art Volume+ and 


lightweight, glossy effect, and a-head Clay for a hij izziness, and a spray of Air Fix to make the look Gloss Control and Fix Max fora shiny, non-sticky ^ — a-head Zapp— soft, feathery wisps toward the 
urban style. longer-lasting. hold. center of the face, 


Edward Scissorhands 


in the salon 


The Vern 
Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


ND we thought Edward 
Scissorhands was just an- 
other Tim Burton fantasy. 

i Last week, LOreal Phils.’ professional prod- 

simultaneously паз division presented the tecniart Cut and 

Style Show at The Podium featuring three of 

Singapore's top hairstylists. 

Monica Tan, director of the Kimage salon 
group and school, with her team, Veron Ng, 
А # creative director of Kimage Salon, and Justin 
pairs of scissors Han, lead cutter of Chapter 2, a Kimage sister 

company, wowed top local stylists as they 
with both hands demonstrated the Vern technique of cutting 

hair—that is, simultaneously using up to 
three pairs of scissors with both hands. 


hairstyling 


technique 


uses up to three 


for cutting, Multifunctional tools 
The Vern method was developed by a 

group of hairstyliss in Taiwan in 1995, who 

also designed the Vern Intelligent Combined 

Scissors, a revolutionary multifunctional 

range of cutting tools that significantly re- 

duces the amount of time professional stylists 

need to do their tasks. 
175 cutting, thinning and texturizing in one 

go for a precise, professional haircut, The 

patented scissors are ergonomically designed, 

and can be assembled and combined depend- 

ing on the requirement for each cut. : 
The Podium audience was thoroughly im- 5 EX S ше эм ien 


i thinning and 
MONICA Tan, director of 
Singapore's Kimage salongroup texturizing in 


and hair school, has made it her 
mission to push for the upli 


d 
ofthe hairindustryin theregion. ONE blow 


VERON Ng, creative director of Kimage Salon, applies her technique 
to achieving a flattering hairstyle for a square-shaped face. 


pressed with Ng and Han's skills as they 
deftly sliced and cut hair with several pairs 
of scissors on both hands. But, like in the 
movie, where the town gets terrified with 
Edward Scissorhands’ odd, vicious-looking 
hands, some of the local stylists present had 
misgivings. One questioned the necessity of 
using many scissors at the same time. 

‘Tan reasoned that the hair industry is very 
competitive, and professionals must adapt to 
new technologies to get ahead of the game. 
She has made it her thrust to push for uplift- 
ing the standards of the industry in her city- 
state and neighboring countries. The demo 

asn't all gimmick, she said, and each of the 
scissors had a specialized function. 


Cutting-edge cuts 

‘The Vern technique and scissors have al- 
ready earned accolacles in Europe since they 
were first introduced. 

‘The Kimage team featured haircuts to flat- 
ter each of the four face shapes—round, 
square, long and oval. The styles were very 


JUSTIN Han, lead cutter of Chapter 2salon 
in Singapore, shows off three of the Vern 
Intelligent Combination Scissors (left), and 
proceeds to cut the model's mane using 
scissors on both hands at the same time, 


cutting-edge, and characteristically fringe», 
with lots of soft and face-framing feathery 
layers. А 

LOreal Professionnel suggests fringe-y 
bangs to conceal а long-ish forehead. To 
broaden the face, а chin- or shoulder-length 
cut is most flattering. 

The oval face is the most adaptable and 
looks great with any haircut. The key is 
achieving an "illusion of a perfect oval by bal- 
ancing out the proportions.” 

То soften the edges and break the symme- 
пу of a square, angular face, graduated lay- 
ers, soft curls and center partings are key. A 
face-slimming style for a round face is layers 
and layers of soft fringes that gather toward 
the fac 


Invasion of the anti-scents ..... 


up and developed their own fra- it now counts fans such as Bill 2, 
grance. Clinton, Tom Cruise, Sharon If there's an 
Ав Schroeder found his Stone, Dustin Hoffman, Brooke 


Clean is an apt name, which, ^ Cleanalsohasitseelebritycon- Asia for skincare and whitening 
its creator says, docs promise nections as the company that products (figure that out). the 
its wearer a charmed life soon af- produces it is owned by one of the Philippines beats them all when it 
“home-made” perfume an "ar- Shields, Janet Jackson, Debra underground, terspraying it on, Indeed, it was а Кын of "rhe Soiree" IE (теріп fragrances; 
resting fragrance," he chris- Messing, Dolly Parton, Rod Stew- 2. pointed dig at mainstream fra- gained prominence in the US last "Despite the hard times," says 
tened itGendarme (aFrench po- art, Shaquille O'Neal, Charles alternative scene grance ads that offer unrealistic year when а bottle of Clean was ‘Tricia Bolido, Higher Energy's 
1ісетап), What was supposed to Barkley and George Bush. . 8 promises through their glossy, part of the Grammy's loot bag. brand manager, “Filipinos contin- 
be for domestic consumption Gendarme has found fanseven jN perfumery, its stylized images. With such high-profile endorsers, ше to indulge in fragrances be- 
became public knowledge when among local celebrities. Singer d "We're not hereropromisethat who needs to advertise іп the cause its part of who we are. For 
he gave bottles of it to good Martin Nievera reportedly мезі, denizens are if you wear this fragrance your glossies? some reason, fragrances help lift 
friends and business associates as well as former President life is going to be beautiful and Not to be outdone by the inde- our moods and boost our self- 
as Christmas gifts. Joseph Estrada. көште going to have a beautiful pendents, Dior, а giant luxury confidence.” 

Ai hiis Нең : Gendarme, Clean zi auae nu cure Für Brand, moved in the same direc. Higher Energy is no different, 
wearing Gendarme to their fa- Clean and simple E ning around,” says Shinder, who, tion by launching "Higher Ener- аз its fresh aspect is sure to leave 
Vote men's stores, shop owners Canadian Randi Shinder’s mo- and Dior's Higher ике Schroeder was for Gen: ву” а younger version of hot Dior а good impression. And com 
started noticing it. Smelling, er, tivation was a bit different. But darme; is Clean's best walking ad- property “Fahrenheit.” 105 de- pared to most mild fragrances, 
sensing a hit product, they want- like Schroeder, the woman be- Energy vertisement. "But we can promise seribed as fresh, woody and spicy, its users say it lasts longer, but, 
ed to know where they could or- hind Clean was also looking for a that you'll smell good." and geared towards the younger like Gendarme and Clean, not 
der it, After a Hollywood launch, different, more “simplistic” fra- shower fragrance that she can А good number of people ap- “urban” тап, necessarily stronger to the point 
Schroeder left his musicbiztoat. grance not usually offered in smell not on herself, but on her parently believe her no-nonsense Actually, he need not be a city of repulsing other people, like 
tend to his own fragrance compa: high-end department stores. She man,” says Cookie Manto, Clean’s promise, as Clean, after coming slicker. Filipinos, men and wom- how perfumes of yesterycars 
m 5 had to take matters into her own brand manager "She came up ош with а complete line of fra- еп, аге hooked on scents like did. 

É From a single scent, Gendarme hands despite her limited knowl- with something mild that doesn't  grances for him and her, is now they're hooked on politics, bas- 
now has a full line of fragrances, edge in olfactory alchemy. eave a smelly residue on the poised to launch a full skincare Ketball amd show biz. While Былай the author at aver 
Initially gaining a cult following, "She wanted a fresh-from-the- body.” line. Japan is the biggest market іп gara@inquirercom. ph 
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‘Perfumed’ divas 


From page Et 
Iwoman's curves. The amethyst bottes 
curved side is a perfect fit on your buttocks. 
Flipped over, it fits on the lower curve of 
your back. The perfume, a fruity floral, is PROVOCATIVE 
surprisingly light for a sexy scent. It is a 
combination of chilled quince (similar to a 
pear), papaya blossoms, freesia and hinoki 
‘wood. You smell it when you are up close, 
and it does not assault your nose. You can 
wear the classy but sexy scent all day dur- 
Zing the colder months and on evenings 
Sduring the dry season. 
Bodacious Beyonce is Tommy Hilfigers 
fuse for his now fragrance, True Star Palen iby bean elei 
(P3,700 for 100 ml and P2,650 for 50 eae : an hommage to Marla Callas. 
ml). The smell is fresh and marine-sporty, 
in keeping with the Hilfiger tradition, 
and reflects the young, energetic aura of 
Beyonce herself. 125 for the sexy woman ^ BEYONCE for True Star 
who is comfortable with herself. The Tommy 
ше ытыы иш dera NT ж PROVOCATIVE Woman's sleekly 
өше is a tall, slender periwinkle blue 2. TOMMY DHILFIGER curvaceous packaging 
“sculpted glass, which resembles an m 
award. It smells like the BCBG Metro and 
Loewe Aire but with a twist because it con- 
tains rice pudding, which makes you want to 
smell itagain and ag: 
Jean Paul Gaultiers Fragile comes in a 
body balm version, which leaves а shimmer- 
ing gold glow on the skin. I include this in my 
diva article because the bottle has а figure in a 
long black bustier gown reminiscent of the ul- 
timate diva, Maria Callas, the famous opera 
singer and feisty mistress of Greek magnate 
“Aristotle Onassis. 
The body balm is a solid perfume that lasts 
all day and comes in a velvety gothic pouch 
you can wear around your neck or your wrist. 
It is not a scent for everyone. JPG's Fragile 
chooses the user, not the other way around, 
and it chose me. The scent is about attitude as 
well as body chemistry. 
Thierry Mugler, on the other hand, refuses 
“to use а muse for his new fragrance, his first 
“unisex scent simply called Mugler Cologne. 
The citrus fragrance stays on the skin. 
True to TM tradition, the cologne is in 
spired by Mugler's childhood. While Angel re- 
minded him of his grandma's baked goodies, 
this scent brought to mind his mama scrub- 
bing him clean before bed or after playing 
outside. The matching body lotion hasa milky 
scent blended with citrus. 
The new fragrance is more wearable than 
Angel, and I truly can't imagine it smelling 
anything but good on anyone. In fact, during 
its introduction to the media, guests (men 
and women alike) constantly sniffed their 
wrists as they left—the smell is addictive. 
The scent is available in splash or spray ver- 
sions and the cylindrical lime green bottles 
are refillable. The huge 300-ml bottle costs 
95,200; 125 ml, P3,400; and 75 ml, P2,500. 
Bulgar's Omnia Crystalline (40 ml, 
:P3,450 and 65 ml, P4,398) smells nothing 
like its predecessor Omnia, which is very ori- 
ental. The new scent is citrus floral and more 
suited to our climate. It also has a prettier bot- 
tle of silver and white. It resembles a magical 
gadget from a fantasy movie like "Lord of the 
Rings” or “Harry Potter.” limagine it on some- 
one like Liv Tyler or Cate Blanchett 


Announcements 

‘Aramis turns 40 this year, so check out their 
counters for specials. Your favorite limited- 
edition summer colognes such as Issey 
Miyake's Leau Issey pour Homme (P2,998); 
1M's L'eau d'Issey (P3,298); Gaultiers Clas- 
sique (P3,298) and Le Male (P2,898) will on- 
ly be on the counters until October, and then 
will be pulled out. 

Elizabeth Arden, Thierry Mugler and Tom- 
my Hilfiger are exclusively available at Rus- 
tan's. 


E-mail the author at kinnysalas@ya- 
hoo.com. 
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Invasion 


of the anti-scents 


By Alex Y. Vergara. butothers do,” says Vanessa Ordi 
nario, Gendarme’s brand ma 
НЕМ it comes to men’s er. “Gendarme is that subtle. 
W sess Rustan's 1 wear it myself and get compli- 
Essenses continues to mented for it.” 
relegate strong perfumes to the Outsiders who knew next to 
bottom shelf in favor of mild, re- nothing about the fragrance mar- 
freshing scents that leave their ket formulated the first two scents, 
wearers with a clean, energetic As such, Gendarme and Clean 
and“out-of:the-shower" feeling. меге for a time the equivalent of 
Tt seems that consumers—and indie films, with no major cosmet- 
their significant others—no ics companies backing them up. 
longer go for ‘in-your-nose” fra- Шке many of us, America 
grances that reek a mile away. Topper Schroeder was just a sim- 
‘They prefer subtle hints and fresh ple consumer in search of cologne 
undertones embodied by three he wanted to wear with pride, 
new perfumes: Gendarme, Clean опе that would not irritate his 
and Dior's Higher Energy. skin or trigger asthma attacks. Не 7% 
"А perfume is considered good and his partner eventually gave 
if you hardly smell it on yourself, INVASION/E2 
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Cooked on Site! 1 : 
The Only Authentic Japanese, js 2 LECHON DE LECHE! 
Widest Sushi Bar & Buffet Choices! ) : Yo ou Ser SIZZLING & INIHAW! 


LESS 20% For a group о or more! 
20367 адалт THE | OVER 50 BUFFET CHOICES! 
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& Japanese 
IZZLE & GRIL ў? Buffet Choices! 
LECHON DE LECHE! m E мо a шй. 
on джи», шет. wee SIZZLING & INIHAW! Et : : am^ CHOICES! шош. 
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